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The Last Word
By Glenn N. Havinoviski

In the movie “Wall Street” (about 
another market crash in 1987),  a 
wise, straight-arrow stockbroker 
(portrayed, naturally, by Hal Hol-
brook), told the callow young broker 
Bud Fox (portrayed by a young 
Charlie Sheen), about to be hauled 
away by Federal agents, "Man looks 
in the abyss, there's nothing staring 
back at him.  And that is what keeps 
him out of the abyss."
 Well, centuries of wisdom rep-
resented by that remark have just 
been disproven.  You can be res-
cued, especially if you are big, very 
rich, and everyone is worried about 
feeling your pain.  $700 billion in 
future transportation (and other 

programs) dollars from Washing-
ton are going to be spent buying 
up bad paper – $600,000 loans 
on $300,000 houses,  debts that 
no honest man can pay (sorry, Mr. 
Springsteen, couldn’t resist), and 
other obscure (to non-economists) 
instruments – and all of us (rich, 
poor and in-between) get to share 
in the ultimate tax bill.  I think the 
new question being asked by the 
older but still callow decision-mak-
ers is, “Why should I go into the 
abyss alone?”
 What does that have to do with 
ITS, you ask?  Well, now Americans 
have to find other ways to pay for 
their transportation system, short 

of us becoming the United States 
Socialist Republic (USSR Part Deux, 
apologies to another Charlie Sheen 
movie).  Vlad Putin is probably snick-
ering like Beavis and Butthead right 
now.  Al Qaeda and Taliban adherents 
are planning their “strategery”, seeing 
their infidel archnemesis in his clos-
ing months being overwhelmed with 
unfinished business that will in turn 
engulf his successor.
 Or we we can take this ITS stuff, 
which can make our current transpor-
tation infrastructure work better, more 
seriously.
 Very quietly to the rest of the 

Abyss and Opportunity

Virginia’s Transit ITS Strategic Plan Now Underway

Transit operators within Virginia have deployed a vari-
ety of Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) technolo-
gies for improving their local operations and customer 
service. Historically, ITS planning and deployment 
has been a loosely coordinated process rather than a 
cooperative effort to match ITS needs with the latest 
technology and achieve economies of scale.  
 Led by the Virginia Department of Rail and Public 
Transportation (DRPT), this coordinated approach 
based on customer needs will establish a blueprint 
for transit ITS deployment statewide.  A strategic plan 
based on objective criteria and operator needs will 
provide a variety of benefits for both transit operators 
and the Commonwealth, including:

• Improved ITS program coordination
• Robust technology solutions
• Cost savings
• Enhanced coordination between operators 
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By Mike Harris

• Greater consistency in the levels and types of 
transit customer service 

 To achieve these benefits, DRPT is developing a 
Transit ITS Strategic Plan.  Plan development includes 
surveying transit operators for their current and desired 
ITS applications, developing a technology assessment, 
coordinating with the state ITS initiatives and develop-
ing an evaluation strategy to identify projects and key 
actions for the deployment plan. 
 The plan will guide transit ITS deployment over 
the next six years and beyond with strategies for the  
technology solutions, funding and partnerships to man-
age costs and provide better ITS solutions for transit 
operators across the Commonwealth.  
 The plan is currently scheduled for publication by 
mid-2009. Contact Mike Harris, Project Coordinator, for 
more information: michael.harris@drpt.virginia.gov.

... Continued on page 2
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Are you a member company 
with news to share?

Send your announcements or press releases to:
easter@easterassociates.com 

Attn: ITSVA Journal. 
Submissions will be included in the newsletter 

based on space and relevance. 

A new report by Research and Markets addresses 
progress and issues in the development of communica-
tions technologies and markets that support the Intel-
ligent Transportation Systems (ITS). Particular, it shows 
the significance of Dedicated Short Reach Communica-
tions (DSRC) in 5.9 GHz band and Project 25 trunked 
radio in enhancing ITS features and effectiveness.   
 The development of these new communications 
technologies for the ITS application is a response to 
users' and government organizations' demand for es-
tablishing industry standards, system compatibility and 
improving road safety.   
 Vehicular communications are becoming a reality 
driven by navigation safety requirements and by the 
investments of car manufacturers and Public Transport 
Authorities. Safe navigation support through wireless 
car to car and car to curb communications has become 
an important priority for car manufacturers as well as 
Municipal Transportation Authorities and Communica-
tions Standards Organizations.   
 5.9 GHz DSRC is the emerging communication 
technology that offers standardized ITS products and 
benefits in national large-scale deployments. U.S. DOT 
and the automotive OEMs will be the strategic players 
making deployment decisions in the 2008-2009 time-
frame.   
 5.9 GHz DSRC systems provide a significant en-
hancement in communication capabilities over all previ-
ous ITS communications systems. DSRC will support 
multiple uses in vehicle/public safety and commercial 
applications that cannot be achieved today. DSRC is a 
cost-effective communications service, especially when 
compared with current cellular and satellite systems.   
	 Key	Findings	include:

• At the present time, DSRC systems are not com-
patible with each other   
• In the U.S., the prevailing technology is 915 MHz 
DSRC   
• In Europe, the prevailing technology is 5.8 GHz 
DSRC   
• 5.9 GHz DSRC has many advantages, and it is 
under development by various research and stan-
dards organizations   
• This technology is envisioned as a replacement of 

Report Details Role of 
Wireless Technology in ITS

... Continued on page 4

The Last Word
Continued from page 1

world (but not so quietly relative to our profession),  
the USDOT’s Secretary has been trying to change the 
game.  Until a few weeks ago,  I was naïve.  I saw the 
program primarily as a way to walk away from a national 
commitment to improving transportation infrastructure,  
by targeting smaller activities with fewer programs, and 
encouraging the private sector (presumably with wind-
falls of revenue from their mortgage-backed securities) 
to partner on new roads, implement tolling of existing 
roads and transit facilities and in turn take our trans-
portation system out of the hands of our poor, worn-out 
public sector.
 To the discredit of our 
U.S. financial institutions, 
it has been the Spaniards, 
French and Australians who 
predominantly have seen 
opportunity in our infrastruc-
ture, leasing existing toll 
roads (i.e., Chicago Skyway, 
Indiana Toll Road), building 
new toll roads (e.g., Texas) 
and in general positioning themselves for a comfort-
able revenue stream, with others seeing in this an 
opportunity to modernize and improve transportation 
services.  
 I have a humble proposal – that the financial institu-
tions being bailed out of their indiscretions be required 
to take a certain percentage – say 25%, maybe 30%, 
even more would be grand – and invest it in our nation’s 
infrastructure.  They’d even be given an opportunity to 
get a revenue stream or return on investment, whether 
through market-based road tolls and transit fare collec-
tion, or through buy-back arrangements with states or 
other public authorities with ownership interest in these 
systems.  Sadly, I don’t think that we have the repre-
sentatives in Washington with this kind of judgement 
(somehow it gets impaired spending too much time in 
the Capitol), but wouldn’t it be nice?  
 And how about, while they’re at it, supporting in-
vestment in ITS-related businesses?  For example, 
companies developing safety technologies in vehicles,  
developing a nationwide vehicle-roadside infrastruc-
ture,  investing in more highly advanced traffic control 
and transit priority systems,  and in developing new, 
innovative means of collecting and distributing traffic 
information on as many roads as possible to as many 
people as possible?  
 The benefits to the public would be substantial in 
terms of better productivity and safety.  And given the 
tax burden the public will have to bear for years to come, 
saving taxpayers’ lives and enhancing their prosperity 
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Virginia Authorized to  
Accelerate $32 Million in  
Federal Transportation Spending
The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) said  
in September that it received an additional $32 million 
in federal transportation spending authority reallocated 
to Virginia from other states. VDOT and the Virginia De-
partment of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) will 
allocate this additional spending authority to accelerate 
the Gilmerton Bridge replacement in Hampton Roads, 
the Dulles Rail extension, the Virginia Railway Express 
and other structure and bridge maintenance projects.
 Each September, the Federal Highway Administra-
tion (FHWA) reviews all states' ability to spend allocated 
federal highway dollars as the federal fiscal year ends. 
States that have not obligated their federal dollars must 
return that spending authority to FHWA. That authority 
is then redistributed to states that have obligated all 
of their federal allocations and have additional eligible 
projects ready to move forward.
 Eligible projects must meet federal funding require-
ments, must be included in Virginia's Six-Year Improve-
ment Program and must be ready to move on to their 
next phase of development by the end of September. 
 "Strong financial management has allowed Virginia 
to secure additional federal funding again this year," said 
Secretary of Transportation Pierce Homer. "However, 
the funding is subject to further federal actions and 
revenue reductions."
 VDOT successfully obligated more than $741 mil-
lion in federal funding granted to the Commonwealth for 
federal Fiscal Year 2008. In August, VDOT submitted a 
request for nearly $164 million in additional obligation 
authority to FHWA. FHWA approved $32 million of this 
request.

FHWA Offers Grants for Pricing  
Strategies that Relieve Congestion
 
According to ITSA, The Federal Highway Admin-
istration expects to offer $12 million in grants for 
innovative pricing strategies that relieve conges-
tion under the Value Pricing Pilot Program in fiscal 
year 2009. The agency's selection will first focus on 
projects that use pricing and are consistent with the 
Department's national congestion strategy with an 
emphasis on broader region wide approaches and 
congestion relief in major urban areas. The agency 
also encourages projects that use pricing in new 
ways to combat congestion. More information on the 
program is available at www.fightgridlocknow.gov.

Green City-Style Tysons Plan 
Wins Fairfax's Approval
The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors approved an 
ambitious vision for transforming Tysons Corner from 
a sprawling office and retail suburb to a modern, envi-
ronmentally friendly city with neighborhoods, sidewalk 
culture, new jobs and the arts -- and less driving.
 Supervisors unanimously approved a blueprint that 
was more than three years in the making. It hinges on 
giving landowners broad new permission to build city-
style high-rises with urban-scale streets, sidewalks, 
restaurants and shops. It depends on the expected 
construction of four Metrorail stations in Tysons Corner 
and is expected to take several decades before it is fully 
implemented.
 "It is absolutely essential that we embrace this kind 
of mission," said Gerald E. Connolly (D), chairman of 
the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors. "We may not 
all agree on the details, but I hope we can find common 
ground in wanting to move Tysons to a different place, 
from an auto-dependent suburban model to something 
that is much more livable, pedestrian friendly, multi-
modal, transit-oriented and green."
 The Tysons Land Use Task Force recommended 
creating eight distinct neighborhoods within Virginia's 
largest jobs center, which is now a sprawling ocean of 
parking lots, office parks and shopping malls. The model 
acknowledges that the four huge highways that traverse 
Tysons -- routes 7 and 123, the Capital Beltway and the 
Dulles Toll Road -- are not going to change. But it opens 
up the possibility of creating smaller-scale urban districts 
in Tysons with the look and feel of true cities, supporters 
of the plan said.
Source: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/con-
tent/article/2008/09/22/AR2008092201451.html

Lyrtech signs with VTTI for 
development of video systems
Lyrtech Inc. announced recently the signing of a 
major contract with the Virginia Tech Transportation 
Institute for the development of two video acquisition 
systems for the transportation industry.
 Comparable to the "black box" found in modern 
aircraft, these systems will be designed for use in 
on-road vehicles to capture and record video and 
vehicular data to analyze the behavior of drivers on 
U.S. highways. 
For more information, visit http://www.lyrtech.com. 
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all existing DSRC systems. This replacement will be gradual, 
and for several years new and old systems will co-exist.  It is 
not expected that the new systems will create any noticeable 
interference into the old systems   
• The commercial introduction of 5.9 GHz systems is expected 
in 2008-2009 when IEEE ratifies the 802.11p standard   
• At the present time, the 5.9 GHz systems market is mostly 
limited to research and testing   
• The 5.9 GHz technology and market maturing is expected 
in the 2012-2014 timeframe.   

 Another communications technology that is enhancing ITS 
characteristics is a standard trunked radio, known in the U.S. as 
Project 25 radio. This radio is using digital technology is frequency 
efficient and originally was developed for public safety organiza-
tions. The report shows that ITS applications of P25 radio are the 
second in importance after public safety application sand shows 
details of the phase approach in the radio development and stan-
dardization; it also provides the results of the market analysis for 
P25 radio and its ITS application. The report contains examples of 
P25 systems used in airports and by Transit Authorities to improve 
efficiency of operation, safety, scheduling and other transportation 
characteristics.   
For more information on this report, visit: http://www.research-
andmarkets.com/product/e27b5e/role_of_wireless_communica-
tions_in_intelligen

Wireless Technology
Continued from page 2

TransCore Unveils 
RFID-based eZGo 
Anywhere Tag for 
National Toll Collection
 With the goal of advancing interoperability 
for electronic toll collection systems nation-
wide, Transcore announced in September 
that it introduced the eZGo™ Anywhere 
standard onboard unit (OBU). eZGo Any-
where is designed to simplify wireless pay-
ment of tolls for those motorists that travel 
across various states and require different 
tags for each area’s toll system, such as 
a motorist from the Northeast who travels 
south to Florida or west to Texas.
   “We’ve come to expect and enjoy interop-
erability of systems such as with cellular 
phone or ATM services, yet any form of 
national interoperability among toll systems 
has previously eluded us,” said John Simler, 
president of TransCore’s Intelligent Trans-
portation Systems Group. 


