
Andy Hecker of Moffatt & Nichol speaks on a panel titled, "Where is Transportation Tech-
nology Going? A Broad Perspective." To his right, moderator Jeremy Siviter of IBI Group; 

Tom Kern of ITS America; and Dwight L. Farmer of Hampton Roads PDC.
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The Last Word
By Glenn N. Havinoviski

Forget about that brave new world 
of transportation funding in Virginia 
and those powerful regional trans-
portation authorities that people 
were anticipating and/or fearing.  
Ain’t happening.  Do Not Pass Go. 
Do Not Collect $700 Million. Go di-
rectly back to the Capitol and start 
over again.
 You know that rail line to the big 
international airport you’ve been 
planning for 40 years and which 
has been through every possible 
Federal, state and local review?   
Go take a taxi instead, they’d rather 
send the money to New York City, or 
Iraq, or some other program which 
does not benefit the evil denizens of 
the Washington area.

 Suddenly mobility in Virginia 
has been thrown into reverse.  Our 
federal and state institutions have 
been swept up in a sudden mael-
strom of fiscal conservatism and 
jurisprudence.  The State Supreme 
Court has held much of last year’s 
transportation funding program 
unconstitutional, while the Federal 
Transit Administration has decided 
to say “no bucks for you” to the 
Dulles Rail people – now unlikely to 
receive any Federal start-up capital 
($900 million).  The end result is our 
ability to get from Point A to Point 
B is once again at Priority Level Z, 
somewhere on the legislative to-do 
list behind guaranteeing the right to 
carry unregistered handguns in the 

glove compartment of your Hummer.
 OK, I guess some years ago 
they had it worse in San Francisco, 
where they built a double-deck free-
way halfway along the waterfront in 
the early 70’s until it was stopped by 
political and environmental foes. The 
waterfront was permanently defaced 
until an earthquake in 1989 led to the 
crumbling hulk being dismantled and 
replaced with attractive 1940’s street-
cars bobbing and weaving across a 
landscaped boulevard.  So they did 
have a happy ending.  Will we?
 But this is Virginia, the do-it-your-
self state. You need to get some-
where?  Do it yourself.  Stuck in a traf-
fic jam?  It’s your own fault, you should 
live somewhere in our Commonwealth 

Forward to Yesterday

More than 150 
attend 14th Annual 
Conference 
& Exhibition
The 14th Annual ITSVA Conference 
& Exhibition, sponsored this year by 
VDOT, was held April 29-30, 2008 at 
the Wyndham Virginia Beach Ocean-
front.
    More than 150 attendees heard nine 
panel discussions on advances in ITS 
and regional updates. The lunch ses-
sion featured guest speaker Joe S. 
Frank, Mayor of the City of Newport 
News. 

Photos continue on back cover. 
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with less traffic and relocate your business while you’re at 
it.  They’d love to have you. Need you or your children to be 
protected against brain-damaged snipers?   Get a gun.  Don’t 
like cigarette smoke with your dinner? Go eat in California, 
Chicago or DC or one of those other freedom-hating, latte-
loving liberal places.
 Ironically,  $800 million in Federal transportation funding 
that might have gone to the states (whether through those 
dreaded earmarks or via a standard formula) has instead been 
allocated to five cities (“Urban Partnerships”), none of which 
are close to or in the Commonwealth of Virginia, so they can 
do a variety of congestion pricing and other mass transporta-
tion improvements.  ITS, road pricing, transit priority, and other 
technology applications are among the beneficiaries, though 
one wonders if this stuff could have been done for less money, 
and the money spread to more recipients.  Interestingly, these 
are all things or variations thereof which Virginia has either 
done or is doing, in different forms, with or without Federal 
money.  
 We all know about the big megaprojects in Northern Vir-
ginia (excluding for a moment the Dulles Rail job) like the I-495, 
395 and 95 HOT Lanes efforts and the I-95 widening south of 
Springfield.  However, the 495 HOT and 95 widening contracts 
managed to get in under the funding wire (and in the case of 
HOT Lanes are mostly privately funded and will be privately 
leased and operated).  The rest of the state is only able to 
move at a much slower clip in resolving their transportation 
issues.
 Targeted investments on ITS, management and opera-
tions, in lieu of new roads, are helping Virginia make do with 
what it has, helping keep I-81, I-95 and I-64 moving as best 
as possible.  While there is a trickle of state fuel money and 
some Federal dollars coming in, the ability to make the money 
go as far as possible would be highly beneficial.
 Regardless of political background,  I think it is reasonable 
to worry that the noises coming from the legislature (whether 
they are against money for transportation funding or against 
constraining the ability of mentally-disturbed people to buy all 
the guns they want) indicate a certain level of tone-deafness.  
One would think our collective mobility problems and the hor-
rifying Virginia Tech incident last year would have induced a 
certain level of common sense and development of reasonable 
laws and legislation befitting a civilized state.  
 Where is the will to get out of our transportation and moral 
rut?  In the end we (including our Virginia legislators) have to 
do it ourselves.   That would indeed be the Virginia way.
 What are the consequences of our inaction?  I am remind-
ed of that famous TV series which ended not long ago.  Tony 
Soprano’s mother,  who memorably tried to get her mob boss 
son whacked,  offered a harsh admonishment to her grandson 
Anthony, Jr.,  “In the end, you die in your own arms.”
   Glenn Havinoviski is Associate Vice President and ITS Group 
Director for HNTB Corporation in Arlington.  He is ITS Virginia 
Past President.

Virginia starts on 
Capital Beltway 
HOT lanes
(July 19, 2008) Traffic Technology Today -  Federal, 
state, and local officials will break ground on the $1.4 
billion Capital Beltway High Occupancy Toll (HOT) 
Lanes construction project in Northern Virginia on 
July 22.
 HOT lanes will stretch from the Springfield In-
terchange of the Capital Beltway to the Dulles Toll 
Road, a distance of 14 miles. Officials expect the 
work to last five years, and plan to open the new 
HOT lanes in 2013.
 Two new lanes will be constructed on the outside 
of the Capital Beltway in each direction. Upon comple-
tion of the new lanes, traffic will be shifted to build HOT 
lanes on the two inner lanes in each direction.
 Under the Public-Private Transportation Act 
of 1995, Virginia DOT and Fluor-Transurban are 
working in partnership to provide congestion relief 
and new travel choices to one of Virginia’s busiest 
roads.
 Buses, carpools, motorcycles and emergency 
vehicles will access the HOT lanes without charge, 
while drivers with fewer than three occupants will pay 
to access the lanes.
 Tolls for the HOT lanes will be based on de-
mand and will change throughout the day to keep 
them congestion free. Fully electronic tolling on the 
HOT lanes will allow customers to pay tolls with E-
ZPass – eliminating the need to stop or slow down at 
toll booths. 

Presentations from the 
ITSVA Annual Convention 

and the 
Tri-Chapter meeting are  
available for download! 

Visit the download section:
http://www.itsva.org
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Dulles Rail Funding in Doubt
(July 16, 2008) Loudon Times-Mirror - Virginia's failed trans-
portation session could have consequences for the Dulles 
rail project. One of the goals of the special session was 
to replace the Northern Virginia transportation dollars that 
a Virginia Supreme Court decision invalidated earlier this 
year. Some of those dollars were in the form of dedicated 
funding for Metro, and the session did not provide a replace-
ment. With federal matching funds, that dedicated funding 
source could mean as much as $1.5 billion in funding for the 
Metro system.
   “The FTA's letter tied that money to funding Dulles rail,” 
said Chris Zimmerman, chairman of the Northern Virginia 
Transportation Authority, referring to the letter from U.S. 
Transportation Secretary Mary Peters that announced final 
design approval for the rail project.
 In that letter, Peters emphasized Department of Trans-
portation concerns about Metro's infrastructure, and Virgin-
ia's share in funding it. Without that money, the $900 million 
in federal money for Dulles rail could be in doubt.
    According to representatives of the rail project and the 
state, state officials will work on a dedicated source for Met-
ro funding in a “transportation summit” this fall, while using 
one-time funds to qualify for federal matching funds. Where 
the state would find those one-time funds has yet to be been 
specified.
Full article: 
http://www.loudountimes.com/news/2008/jul/16/prepara-
tions-dulles-rail/

Final CTB Transportation  
Program Approved
 
The Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB)  approved a $10.1 
billion six-year transportation funding program for public transpor-
tation, rail and highway projects for the next six fiscal years, begin-
ning July 1. The program reflects significant reductions stemming 
from a $1.1 billion funding shortfall over the next six years.
 The complete approved Fiscal Years 2009-2014 Six-Year Im-
provement Program is available at http://www.virginiadot.org/proj-
ects/syp-default.asp.

Phone Messages to Mom Could 
Keep Teens Driving Slow
(June 30, 2008) Minneapolis Star-Tribune - A new phone system 
that messages parents when a teen driver speeds went on  dis-
play at the University of Minnesota.  The phones could conceivably 
keep track of such things as the number of passengers in the car, 
whether they're wearing seatbelts and even monitor the volume of 
the stereo.
  A top official from the U.S. Department of Transportation was also 
in attendance and  praised the University's growing role in traffic 
safety research and announce a new national information-sharing 
service on rural highway safety measures.
   The Teen Driver Support System gives drivers a voice warning 
about excessive speeds before sending the text message. The 
system uses global-positioning technology and a database of local 
speed limits to determine when a vehicle is going too fast.
Full Article: http://www.startribune.com/local/22718039.html



June 2008 Journal Page   �

OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
Stephen D. Little
Transdyn, Inc.
970 Reon Drive
Virginia Beach , VA 23464
757-424-6755
slittle@transdyn.com

TREASURER
Gregory J. Pieper
SmarTek Systems Inc.
295 Waycross Way
Arnold, MD 21012
410-315-9727
gpieper@smarteksys.com

SECRETARY
Sharmila Samarasinghe
sharmilasamarasinghe@gmail.com

PRESIDENT ELECT
W. Todd Kell
PBS&J
804 Moorefield Park Drive
Suite 302
Richmond, VA 23236
804-560-7600
toddkell@pbsj.com

PAST-PRESIDENT
Jeremy Siviter
IBI Group
4600 North Fairfax Dr.
Ste 802
Arlington, VA  22203
571-278-6116
jsiviter@ibigroup.com

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Doug Easter
Easter Associates, Inc.
600 Peter Jefferson Parkway
Suite 300
Charlottesville, VA 22911
434-977-3716
doug.easter@easterassociates.com

EX OFFICIO
Daniel Jenkins
Federal Highway Administration
P. O. Box 10249
Richmond , VA 23240
804-775-3347
daniel.jenkins@fhwa.dot.gov

Guzin Akan
City of Norfolk
810 Union Street
Room 200
Norfolk , VA 23501
757-664-7303
guzin.akan@norfolk.gov

Cathy McGhee
Virginia Transportation Research 
Council
530 Edgemont Road
Charlottesville , VA 22903
434-293-1973
cathy.mcghee@vdot.virginia.gov

Ken Jennings
VA Department of Motor Vehicles
2300 West Broad Street
Richmond, VA 23219
804-367-7031
ken.jennings@dmv.virginia.gov
 
Vinit Deshpande
T3 Design
3927 Old Lee Highway
Suite 101C
Faifax, VA 22030
703-359-5861
vdeshpande@t3design.us

Sandra L. Myers
Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion
P.O. Box 2249
Commerce Road
Staunton , VA 24402-2249
540-332-9201
sandy.myers@vdot.virginia.gov
 
Tiger Harris
600 Perry Creek Drive
Suite 2B
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
919-605-6406
tiger.harris@telvent.abengoa.com

Asad J. Khattak
Frank Batten Endowed Chair Profes-
sor Civil & Environmental Engineer-
ing Department
Old Dominion University
135 Kaufman Hall
Norfolk, VA 23529
757-683-6701
akhattak@odu.edu
 

Eddie Neal
Scientex Corporation
4817-B Eisenhower Avenue
Alexandria , VA 22304
703-276-3377 #222
eddieneal@scientexcorp.com

Ken Earnest
Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion
1221 East Broad Street
Richmond, VA 23219
804-786-9743
ken.earnest@vdot.virginia.gov
 

Moe Zarean
Iteris, Inc.
107 Carpenter Drive
Suite 230
Sterling, VA 20164
703-925-3810
moz@iteris.com

Mike Haas
Open Roads Consulting
708 S Battlefield Boulevard
Suite 102
Chesapeake, VA 23322
757-546-3401
mike.haas@openroadsconsulting.
com
 

STATE CHAPTER 
REPRESENTATIVE

Michael Harris
Dulles Corridor Coordinator
Department of Rail & Public Trans.
1593 Springhill Road, Suite 300
Vienna, VA 22182
703 999-6977
michael.harris@dullesmetro.com
   

 

2008-2009 ITSVA Board of Directors

DIRECTORS

The 2008-2009 Board was elected at the Annual Meeting in April. ITSVA would like 
to thank Past President Jeremy Siviter for his service.
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(June 29) Norfolk Examiner - Virginia transportation officials are cracking down on motorists who evade paying tolls on 
Dulles Toll Road and other roads with stiffer penalties.
 Starting with a fourth unpaid toll, drivers are charged a $500 civil fine per trip. Administrative fees and court costs could 
also be added. Violators, who skip out on tolls, are caught through photos. The typical fee is $25. But Deborah E. Brown of 
the Virginia Transportation Department says fines are raised to the maximum penalty only after motorists fail to respond to 
multiple enforcement notices.
  Court records show that among the first cases in Fairfax County the week of June 23, five motorists each had fines topping 
$10,000. 

Virginia cracks down on toll violators

NVTA Shuts Down Following 
Special Session Inaction
    WTOP radio reported July 8 that if the Virginia Legislature's 
Special Session did not resolve transportation funding, the 
Northern Virginia Transportation Authority would shut down. 
    Indeed, the Alexandria Times reported that on July 15, the 
members of the NVTA voted to shut the organization down. 
    "We are ready to go. We have a (transportation) plan ready 
to be implemented, but what it needs now is funding, which 
we are not empowered to create," Chris Zimmerman, chair-
man of the NVTA, told WTOP. 
    "There is a lot of frustration in Northern Virginia. Every day 
people are spending hours of their lives not moving in traffic 
or stuck on rail platforms watching full trains go by or stuck at 
bus stops watching full buses go by."

Call for Information on 
Technologies and Practices 
that Reduce Surface 
Transportation Energy Use 
 
    ITS America announced July 10 that it issued a request for 
information (RFI), either anecdotal or, if available, more system-
atic evidence, about innovative transportation technologies and 
practices shown to reduce energy use and benefit the environ-
ment. 
    ITS America meets regularly with House and Senate com-
mittees with jurisdiction over transportation, technology, and/or 
environmental matters that impact the intelligent transportation 
systems (ITS) community. In the coming months, these com-
mittees will hold hearings (involving ITS America member testi-
mony) and gather information on a range of issues, one of which 
is the extent to which ITS technologies for surface transportation 
reduce energy consumption and generate environmental ben-
efits.
     Of specific interest are 1) applications that reduce congestion 
or idling and 2) evidence of jurisdictions that have been able to 
coordinate signal timing and other ITS projects across regions 
and overcome interoperability challenges. However, respon-
dents are encouraged to not limit or preclude a contribution if it 
does not address either of these considerations.
   In your response, please identify the application, the extent 
of its deployment, and available data indicating energy reduc-
tions or other environmental benefits that you anticipate or have 
already observed. ITS America will assemble the responses 
and submit them to appropriate Congressional committees, in-
terested government agencies, and other interested parties in 
support of the work. If you have responsive information that is 
confidential business information, please contact Paul Feenstra 
at the e-mail address provided below. Although the work of our 
colleagues on the Hill will be ongoing, ITS America would like to 
gather an initial set of submissions by July 18. Responses to this 
RFI should be made to Paul Feenstra at pfeenstra@itsa.org.

Long-Range Transportation 
Planning Doomed to Failure, 
Says Study 
 (May 28, 2008) Government Technology - Federal law requires 
metropolitan planning organizations to produce long-range trans-
portation plans. According to a new study by the Cato Institute, 
these plans are not cost-effective, attempt to control residents' 
behavior through land-use regulation and other means, and use 
unquantifiable measures to justify extravagant projects.
    In "Roadmap to Gridlock: The Failure of Long-Range Met-
ropolitan Transportation Planning," Cato senior fellow Randal 
O'Toole reviews more than 75 regional plans to show how they 
lead to irrational policies. "Long-range transportation planning 
necessarily relies on uncertain forecasts," O'Toole writes. "Plan-
ners also set qualitative goals such as 'vibrant communities' and 
quantifiable but incomparable goals such as 'protecting historic 
resources.' Such vagaries result in a politicized process that 
cannot hope to find the most effective transportation solutions."
    O'Toole criticizes existing plans for coming up short of ideal 
standards. "No plan did sensitivity analyses of critical assump-
tions. None bothered to project potential benefits or cost-effec-
tiveness of projects considered. All but a handful of plans failed 
to include any realistic alternatives, and many failed to project 
the effects of the proposed plan on transportation."
    This results in increased congestion. "The Texas Transporta-
tion Institute estimates that congestion costs the nation's com-
muters $78 billion in 2005 and that the amount of time people 
waste sitting in congestion has hextupled since 1982," he said.  

    O'Toole concludes that long-range plans are doomed to fail-
ure and suggests instead that metropolitan areas focus on meet-
ing short-term goals, use quantifiable standards, and impose user 
fees. Congress will have the opportunity to review planning require-
ments when the federal gasoline tax comes up for reauthorization 
in 2009. 
Full article:
http://www.govtech.com/gt/365055?topic=290184
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(July 1, 2008) UVA Today — During the spring 
semester, Brian Park wanted to do something 
a little different with the group project he as-
signed to his "Civil Engineering 444: Traffic 
Operations" class. Rather than assigning the 
usual research paper, the assistant professor 
of civil engineering randomly divided the class 
of 30 or so undergraduates into groups of four 
and asked them to create a seven-minute pod-
cast on the topic of their choice related to sus-
tainable transportation. 
   Park had support from the U.Va. Robertson 
Media Center's Digital Media Lab staff, who 

taught students how to use the latest software to edit digital media, includ-
ing still images and short video clips, to create what is known as an "en-
hanced video podcast." Then he raised the stakes a notch by having the 
groups compete against each other for bragging rights and the coveted 
prize of a pen embossed with the U.Va. logo.
   Then-fourth-year civil engineering student Ryan Gilbert was a member 
of the group whose podcast on hydrogen-powered vehicles was selected 
by faculty members, staff, graduate students and classmates as the win-
ning entry. "I think it was a good idea," he said. "It made the project a lot 
more fun and interesting. I'd much rather make a movie than write a paper 
or do a PowerPoint presentation."
    Gilbert said he thinks it’s especially important for engineering students 
to develop skills with these new technologies. “I worked for an architecture 
firm, and they taught me all these trade secrets about doing good presen-
tations,” he said.
   Park is pleased with the success of this innovative assignment. “It was 
a fun project, and students enjoyed it,” he said. “It was easier to share 
the research with others in the class and I’m sure students will use this 
technology for other things.”
Full story at:
http://www.virginia.edu/uvatoday/newsRelease.php?id=5625

Study: As gas prices go up, auto 
deaths drop
(July 12, 2008) USA Today -  High gas prices could turn out to be a life-
saver for some drivers. The authors of a new study say gas prices are 
causing driving declines that could result in a third fewer auto deaths an-
nually, with the most dramatic drop likely to be among teen drivers.
    Professors Michael Morrisey of the University of Alabama at Birming-
ham and David Grabowski of Harvard Medical School said they found 
that for every 10% increase in gas prices there was a 2.3% decline in auto 
deaths. 

New Technology Helps Engineers 
Expand Right Brain Skills

Are you a member company 
with news to share?

Send your announcements or press releases to:
amanda.snyder@easterassociates.com. 

Submissions will be included in the newsletter based on 
space and relevance. 

Chesterfield 
County’s Proctors 
Creek WWTP 
Expansion Project 
Awarded To Transdyn
(May 15, 2008) Transdyn - ITSVA member Trans-
dyn has been selected to expand the Proctors Creek 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Digester System. Owned 
and operated by Chesterfield County, VA, the Proctors 
Creek WWTP will receive enhancements to two exist-
ing digesters and two new digesters will be added to 
the plant.
   Transdyn will supply field instrumentation, control 
panels, testing, training, documentation, and startup 
services.
   Both of the County’s wastewater treatment plants, 
Proctors Creek and Falling Creek, are managed by 
Transdyn’s DYNAC SCADA software for data acquisi-
tion, process automation, event logging, data manage-
ment, trending, and reporting.
    The plants employ state-of-the-art technology to 
treat roughly 27 million gallons of wastewater per day 
and provide service to nearly 76,000 customers in the 
southeastern regions of Chesterfield County, VA.

Five cities test 
high-tech 911 system
(July 9, 2008) USA Today - Five cities across the USA 
are testing a new national 911 system that would al-
low communications with police and other emergency 
personnel by text message and take advantage of the 
latest technology to pinpoint accident scenes.
   Call centers in Rochester, N.Y; Bozeman, Mont.; King 
County, Wash.; St. Paul; and Fort Wayne, Ind. began 
testing the Department of Transportation's Next Gen-
eration 9-1-1 system in June with the goal of replacing 
the four-decades-old technology that governs how the 
nation's 6,000-plus 911 call centers operate.
   "This is a long-term vision of getting what we built 
over the last 40 years to today's technology," John 
Chiaramonte, an associate with Booz Allen Hamilton, 
a Virginia consulting firm hired by the government to 
help research and design the system. He said the goals 
of the system include being able to take 911 calls that 
come via text message or through Voice over Internet 
Protocol providers such as Skype and Vonage. The 
system also aims to receive traffic accident data imme-
diately from navigation services such as OnStar.
   Under the new system, emergency personnel could 
more quickly pin down the location of a call from a wire-
less network. The nation's 911 call centers would be 
more uniform and networked so that a call to a busy or 
incapacitated 911 center could instantly be routed to 
another center acting as a backup, Chiaramonte said.
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Bay Area Selected for one 
of the World's Largest  
Intelligent Transportation 
Systems Tests
(June 27, 2008) Government Technology - San Francisco Bay 
Area commuters will have access to cutting-edge real-time traffic, 
transit and road safety information as a result of a $12.4 million 
partnership announced today by the U.S. Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) and California Department of Transportation (Cal-
trans).
    "America has the ability -- right now -- to radically change our 
driving experience using innovations that exist today," said Admin-
istrator Paul Brubaker of 
the U.S. DOT's Research 
and Innovative Technology 
Administration (RITA). 
    The award to Caltrans 
is part of the Department's 
new SafeTrip-21 initiative, 
which will test various ITS 
technology applications 
designed to reduce grid-
lock and traffic-related 
fatalities and injuries on 
America's roadways, and 
improve public transporta-
tion services.
    Randy Iwasaki, Chief Deputy Director of Caltrans added, 
"SafeTrip-21 is one of many ways that the public and private sec-
tors can collaborate to create cost-effective transportation solu-
tions focused on improving the traveler's commuting convenience 
and overall safety."
    The SafeTrip-21 partnership will field test GPS-equipped cel-
lular phones from up to 10,000 volunteer commuters and transit 
vehicles transmitting data from roads in a 200 mile radius to traffic 
management centers. The additional traffic information gathered 
by these "probes" will help all Bay Area commuters make intel-
ligent travel choices and avoid congestion while driving to work or 
using local transit systems.
    The partnership also will establish a national "test bed" to ad-
vance the development of a Vehicle Infrastructure Integration 
system, which uses WiFi and Dedicated Short Range Commu-
nications to alert drivers to unsafe conditions so they can avoid 
crashes before they happen.
Full Article: http://www.govtech.com/gt/374488?topic=117673

Survey: Significant Fuel Savings 
to be had from Use of GPS
North American information technology decision makers stated 
that GPS technologies are an essential tool for their mobile work-
force, according to a recent survey commissioned by Motorola Inc. 
According to the study, the main benefit in the nearly 50% of enter-
prises currently using GPS technologies was a significant reduc-
tion in fuel consumption reflected in a reduction in travel distance 
by an average of 231.2 miles per week. With more than a million 
trucking carriers** in the United States the potential industry-wide 
annual fuel savings could reach $53 billion.
Full Article: http://www.govtech.com/gt/375460?topic=290184

DRPT Issues Final Roanoke 
Region Intermodal Facility 
Report
(April 7, 2008) - The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Trans-
portation (DRPT) today released its final report on the Roanoke Re-
gion Intermodal Facility.
 In January 2008, the DRPT Economic Assessment Report 
confirmed that the intermodal facility, as part of the Heartland Cor-
ridor initiative, could achieve significant economic benefits for the 
Roanoke region, including an increase in annual employment of up 
to 2,900 jobs and tax revenues of up to $71 million annually. The 
Heartland Corridor multi-state freight rail initiative will save more 
than 30 hours over the current freight rail shipping time between the 
ports of Virginia and the Midwest, provide new access to the global 
marketplace and remove 150,000 trucks from Virginia’s highways 
each year. The strategic location of an intermodal facility in the Roa-
noke region will help manage truck traffic and improve freight ship-
ments along both the I-81 and Route 460 corridors.
 DRPT, in coordination with industry experts and resources 
provided through a variety of relevant state agencies, project part-
ners and engineering firms, conducted a comprehensive 16-month 
review of the ten proposed site locations. Through this analysis, 
DRPT has concluded that the Elliston site is the only feasible site 
for the location of the Roanoke Region Intermodal Facility.
 The site evaluation process included DRPT’s analysis of eco-
nomic, public benefit, contractual and environmental factors for 
each site in addition to an independent analysis of Norfolk South-
ern’s review of each site for rail operations feasibility. The process 
culminated in a detailed review of three sites: the Colorado St. site 
submitted by the City of Salem, the Garman Virginian site in Roa-
noke County and the Elliston site in Montgomery County.
 In particular, DRPT appreciated the City of Salem’s coopera-
tion on this initiative and their proposal for the Colorado St. site. The 
majority of the site evaluation process was focused on evaluating 
this site to determine if it could serve as a feasible location for the 
intermodal facility. Unfortunately, the Colorado St. site is not located 
on the Heartland Corridor rail line, and serving the facility would cre-
ate rail operating conflicts that cannot be resolved without extensive 
land acquisition. Rail operations would also result in the blockage of 
Union Street for a minimum of four hours per day without the con-
struction of a new bridge. This grade separation would require the 
taking of multiple homes on both sides of the Roanoke River. The 
total site construction cost is estimated at $71.6 million.
 The Garman Virginian site is not located on the Heartland Cor-
ridor rail line, lies in a floodplain and would have the same rail op-
erating challenges as the Colorado St. site at a total site cost of 
$52.85 million.
 The Elliston site is located on the Heartland Corridor rail line, 
provides unimpeded access for both highway and rail traffic, and 
supports efficient intermodal operations at a total site cost of $35.5 
million.
 “While DRPT and Norfolk Southern have independently 
reached the same conclusion regarding a feasible site location, we 
recognize that it will take close cooperation with the community to 
make this facility a success,” said DRPT Director Matthew Tucker.
 In a letter dated April 4, 2008, Governor Kaine requested that 
the regional localities provide their collective recommendation on 
this initiative within 30 days. The next steps regarding construction 
of the intermodal facility will be determined based on the regional 
recommendation.
 The final report and supporting documents are available on 
DRPT’s website at http://www.drpt.virginia.gov/special/roanoke.aspx.
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14th Annual Conference & Exhibition

Above: Speakers from VDOT (left to right): Dick Steeg, 
Gummada Murthy, Dean Gustafson, Jim Smith, Dwayne 
Cook, Ken King and Sharmila Samarasinghe. Middle 
Left: Speaker  Dean Gustafson; Middle Right: Attend-
ees visit an exhibitor; Below Left: Speakers present to 
a packed house; Below Right: Dick Steeg speaks  with 
an attendee.   


