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ITSVA Wins Certificate of Excellence

ITSVA President Stephen D. Little accepts Certificate of 
Excellence for Emerging Practices & Deployments.

The Intelligent Transportation Society of America has hon-
ored the Intelligent Transportation Society of Virginia with one of 
their prestigious 2008 Best of ITS Awards. ITSVA President Stephen 
Little accepted the Certificate of Excellence for Emerging Practices 
and Deployments in a special ceremony at ITS America’s 2008 An-
nual Meeting & Exposition held in conjunction with the 15th World 
Congress on ITS in New York City.

The Certificate of Excellence for Emerging Practices and De-
ployments takes into consideration the following:

Encouraging partnerships that lead to its members engag-
ing in demonstrable transportation solutions fueled by ITS 
applications.
Members playing a strong role in promoting planning, 
deployment, and evaluation of ITS solutions.
Identifying emerging ITS activities as a way of increasing 
awareness and understanding of these initiatives, promot-
ing greater involvement, and contributing to the greater 
knowledge base of ITS within the chapter and across the 
United States.

ITSVA was among three chapters presented certificates of 
excellence, including ITS California for outreach and advocacy 
and ITS Florida for organizational development and professional 
development. This was the first year ITS America has chosen state 
chapters for specific recognition in categories that underscore their 
effectiveness and impact.

ITSVA was also one of five finalists for the Outstanding State 
Chapter Award, the highest recognition given by ITS America to a 
state chapter for the development of superb programming and foster-
ing the highest qualities of leadership within the membership.

The Best of ITS Awards is the only program in the world that 

•

•

•

honors the most innovative, effective, and influential achievements 
in the Intelligent Transportation System industry. This highly com-
petitive program recognizes the organizations whose projects have 
demonstrated specific and measurable outcomes and exemplified 
innovation by establishing a “new dimension” of performance.

More information on the award programs and ITS America’s 
2008 Annual Meeting & Exposition and the 15th World Congress on 
ITS is available at www.itsa.org.

***

Last month, thousands of the world’s leading transportation 
leaders, policy makers, and other industry professionals, gathered 
in New York City to experience the largest display of Intelligent 
Transportation Systems ever at the 15th World Congress on ITS. 
Innovators from the public and private sectors, representing more 
than 45 different countries, had one common goal for this year’s 
Congress: to show the world that Intelligent Transportation Sys-
tems have the ability to save lives, time, money, and improve the 
environment today.

 The World Congress rotates every year between the Ameri-
cas, Europe, and Asia Pacific. Scott Belcher, President and CEO, ITS 
America, Hermann Meyer, CEO, ERTICO (ITS Europe), Monica 

15th World Congress on ITS
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Governor Timothy M. Kaine has announced Charles M. “Chip” Badger will serve as 
acting Director of the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation effective De-
cember 12.  The former director, Matthew O. Tucker, resigned to become General Manager 
and Chief Executive Officer of the North County Transit District in Oceanside, California. 

 “Matthew Tucker has helped to bring rail, transit, ridesharing and telework to the 
forefront of transportation planning in Virginia,” Governor Kaine said. “He has helped 
lead our efforts to expand and improve transportation choices in Virginia by supporting 
the first light rail system in Virginia, one of the largest Virginia Metrorail extensions in 30 
years and most recently, a clear pathway to advance new intercity passenger rail service for 
our major transportation corridors. I am certain that Chip Badger will continue to support 
the strategic approach and initiatives begun by Matt Tucker.”

Chip Badger is the Deputy Director of the department, where he assists the agency 
director in carrying out all of Virginia’s initiatives and support activities for rail and public 
transportation. He has worked for the Commonwealth for 36 years and has been a member 
of the management team for Virginia’s rail and public transportation initiative since 1979. 

Mr. Badger is a licensed professional engineer and holds a Bachelor and Master of 
Science degree in engineering from Virginia Tech and the University of Maryland, respec-
tively.

“I am deeply honored to have worked with Governor Kaine and Secretary Homer. 
Together as a team, we have helped manage highway congestion, give people greater ac-
cess to transit and increase the quality of life in Virginia,” Tucker said. “The accomplish-
ments that DRPT and its customers have achieved wouldn’t have been possible without 
our customers, stakeholders and advocates. Thank you for the opportunity to serve the 
Commonwealth.”

Matthew Tucker has served as the Director of DRPT since June 2006.  
***

Governor Kaine Appoints Acting Director of the 
Department of Rail and Public Transportation 
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The Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) has sched-
uled five public hearings to be held around the state in January so 
that citizens may review potential revisions to the Six-Year Improve-
ment Program for Fiscal Years 2009-2014.

This mid-year revision of the fiscal year 2009-2014 program is 
in response to transportation revenue reductions of more than $2.6 
billion resulting from the downturn in the economy.

CTB members will host the hearings, and representatives of 
the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) and the Virginia 
Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) will be present 
to provide information and answer questions.

“We are holding this unusual mid-year revision of the six-
year program because of the significant changes in the official 
transportation revenue estimate,” said Secretary of Transportation 
Pierce Homer.

“While this revised plan cuts $1.2 billion from our six-year 
program, we know that additional cuts of approximately $400 mil-
lion will be necessary before this plan is brought before the CTB in 
January.”

These reductions are a result of reductions in the official state 
transportation revenues and in addition to $1.1 billion in cuts made 
last June when the six-year plan was approved. All transportation 
agencies are making other reductions in the programs and services 
they provide.

Lists of specific projects and changes from the current program 
will be available at each public hearing, on VDOT and DRPT’s Web 
sites at www.VDOT.Virginia.gov and www.DRPT.Virginia.gov, and 
at VDOT district and residency offices prior to the hearing.

Except where noted, each hearing begins at 6 p.m. 
The districts of focus for each meeting are listed after the 

meeting location.
Verbal and written comments will be accepted throughout the 

hearings. During the comment period, individuals may speak for up 
to three minutes. Groups and organizations each should designate 
one member to speak.

Those who cannot attend should mail comments to DRPT's 
Public Information Office or VDOT's Programming Director; 
however, comments must be received by January 14, 2009 for con-
sideration.

For more information, go to www.VDOT.Virginia.gov or www.
DRPT.Virginia.gov.

CTB PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE
Monday, Jan. 5, 2009
New River Valley Community College
5251 College Drive
Dublin
Bristol, Salem

Tuesday, Jan. 6, 2009
VDOT Culpeper District Auditorium
1601 Orange Road, Culpeper
Culpeper, Staunton

Wednesday, Jan. 7, 2009
Hampton Roads Planning District Commission
723 Woodlake Drive, Chesapeake
Hampton Roads

Monday, Jan. 12, 2009
VDOT Central Office Auditorium
1221 E. Broad St., Richmond
Richmond, Fredericksburg, Lynchburg

Tuesday, Jan. 13, 2009, 7 p.m.
Fairfax County Board Room
12000 Government Center Parkway
Fairfax
Northern Virginia

Mid-Year Revision Planned Due To Transportation 
Revenue Reductions Of More Than $2.6 Billion

Public Information Office
Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation
1313 E. Main St., Suite 300
Richmond, VA 23219
DRPTPR@DRPT.Virginia.gov

Programming Director
Virginia Department of Transportation
1401 E. Broad St.
Richmond, VA 23219
Six-YearProgram@VDOT.Virginia.gov
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Architectural rendering of the future Tysons East Metrorail 
Station at Route 123 & Colshire Drive.

On November 1, the Metropolitan Washington Airports Au-
thority and the Commonwealth of Virginia transferred the daily 
operation, maintenance, and control of the Dulles Toll Road to the 
Airports Authority. 

The transfer is the latest step toward construction by the Air-
ports Authority of Phase 1 of the Dulles Corridor Metrorail Project. 
Phase 1 of this extension of  Metro’s Orange Line runs from East 
Falls Church through Tysons Corner to Wiehle Avenue in Reston. 
Phase 2 of the project will run from Wiehle Avenue west to Wash-
ington Dulles International Airport and into Ashburn in Eastern 
Loudoun County. 

All Toll Road revenue collected by the Airports Authority will 
be used to maintain and operate, as well as improve, the Toll Road 
and to fund transportation improvements within the Dulles Corridor 
including the Dulles Metrorail Project. 

The road transfer is the final component of the financial plan 
for the construction of the Dulles Metrorail Project. In addition: 

The Airports Authority has submitted its application to 
the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) for a full funding 
grant agreement to help fund Phase 1 of the rail project. 
On October 17, the Circuit Court of Virginia dismissed 
a lawsuit challenging the Commonwealth’s authority to 
transfer the Toll Road to the  Airports Authority. 
FTA has released $159 million to be used for right-of-way 
acquisitions, final design, additional utility relocations, 
maintenance of traffic, and rail cars.
FTA approved Phase 1 of the Metrorail Project to enter into 
Final Design in May 2008. 
The Airports Authority and Dulles Transit Partners, the 
project’s design-build contractor, signed a $1.6 billion 
construction contract, keeping the Phase 1 costs at $2.6 
billion. 

Construction of Phase 1 will begin in March 2009 and has an 
anticipated July 2013 completion date.  A construction date for Phase 
2 has not been set.  When both Phases are completed, the new 23-mile 
extension of Metro’s Orange Line will provide a one- seat ride (no 
transfer needed) from Dulles Airport to downtown Washington. 

For more information on the Dulles Corridor Metrorail Project, 
visit www.dullesmetro.com or call (703) 572-0506. 

***

•

•

•

•

•

Action Completes Financial Plan for Phase 1 of Dulles Metrorail

Open Roads, 103 Watson Road, Chesapeake, VA 23320, (P)757-546-3401, (F) 757-546-1832, www.openroadsconsulting.com
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Among the VII demonstrations was one which compared a ve-
hicle that received advance signal timing information through 
5.9 GHZ dedicated short-range communications (DSRC) with 
a vehicle that didn’t have DSRC. 

Sundström, Chairman, ERTICO (ITS Europe), and Daisaburo Tera-
jima, President, ITS Japan, all agreed that there is an international 
outcry for improvements to our transportation systems.

 According to the CEOs, “Intelligent Transportation Systems 
offer solutions to help prevent accidents, reduce congestion, lower 
costs, and reduce emissions.”

 “New York City serves as a good example for cities that suffer 
from a challenging and complex transportation system and offers 
the ideal setting for the demonstration of how these technologies 
can improve traffic conditions,” the leaders said in a joint statement. 
“Cooperation is key to implement Intelligent Transport Systems. The 
ITS World Congress achieved further cooperation and is a milestone 
for success.”

 In order to prepare for this year’s World Congress on ITS, two 
Vehicle Infrastructure Integration (VII) test beds were constructed 
– one on the west side of Manhattan and another along the Long 
Island Expressway – in which buses equipped with the latest ITS 
technologies demonstrated numerous applications including in-ve-
hicle signing, warnings, traffic signal timing, traveler information, 
construction alerts, and e-commerce. In order to show that these 
technologies can be applied today, the World Congress Organizing 
Committee left these technologies in place for future research and 
development.

 In addition to the test beds and with the assistance of local 
authorities, the World Congress cordoned off five blocks of 11th 
Avenue to allow major automakers to showcase the latest in ITS 
safety applications. These applications enable cars to talk to roads 
and each other in order to prevent accidents before they happen to 
help reduce congestion and prevent back-ups.

 The exhibition hall, which covered more than 350,000 square 
feet of the Javits Center and highlighted 240 exhibiting companies, 
featured a Transportation Management Center (TMC) of the Future. 
This TMC collected data from the streets of New York and showed 
how this information is beneficial to reducing congestion, generating 
travel data, signal timing, and road condition warnings. 

 Next year, the World Congress will be held in Stockholm, 
Sweden, from September 21-25, 2009.

***

Safety continues to be an emphasis of many national ITS 
activities, although congestion and mobility are widely 
considered to be of the same or greater concern to many 
decision-makers and the public.

Continued from page 1

15th World Congress on ITS

It will soon be a lot easier for I-95 travelers to get information 
about traffic backups, construction information and other delays 
thanks to a new $6.4 million partnership announced by Paul R. 
Brubaker, Administrator of the U.S. Department of Transportation's 
Research and Innovative Technology Administration (RITA).

“The goal is to make it easier to learn about traffic backups 
on I-95 than it is to find the next gas station,” said Administrator 
Brubaker. “Since 1993, the members of the I-95 Corridor Coalition 
have maintained a strong relationship with the U.S. Department of 
Transportation. We look forward to working with the Department 
to test and evaluate the public benefit of innovative travel informa-
tion services,” said George Schoener, executive director of the I-95 
Corridor Coalition.

The program will help the Coalition continue testing vehicle 
probes to provide travel time information along the East Coast. 

After this information has been verified, commuters in selected 
areas of the I-95 corridor will have the potential—through a variety 
of information resources – to make more informed travel decisions. 
For example, the North Carolina Department of Transportation will 
be able to better monitor travel through work zone areas so it can 
advise approaching motorists of queues and speed limits to achieve 
safer and more efficient operation.

The award to I-95 Corridor Coalition, through the University 
of Maryland, is part of the Department's new SafeTrip-21 initiative, 
which supports the use of advanced technology to improve safety, 
improve public transportation services, and reduce gridlock on 
America’s roadways.  For more information, visit: http://www.
i95coalition.net/i95/.

***

SafeTrip-21 Partnership Targets I-95 Corridor Information
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The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation has selected 
ITSVA member Telvent to implement the new 511 Pennsylvania. 511 
Pennsylvania will relay travel, inter-modal, and weather information 
to all commuters via the internet and the free 511 telephone number. 
This increased stream of information and knowledge to drivers will 
reduce accidents and congestion while increasing safety and mobil-
ity in Pennsylvania. 

“Telvent is thrilled to use our superior knowledge and experi-
ence in implementing 511 systems to help Pennsylvania make their 
roadways more efficient and eco-friendly.” Says Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer, Manuel Sanchez. “Our goal is to help travelers 
reach their destinations as quickly and safely as possible.”

The project’s objective is to provide services to design, build, 
implement, operate, host and maintain a state-wide traveler in-
formation service entitled “511 Pennsylvania” that not only meets 
PennDOT’s short-term goals, but also provides a basis on which 
additional functionality can be added to address long-term goals 
and future needs. 

Telvent will serve as the prime contractor and is teaming 
with Verizon, INRIX, Telecom Horizon Partners, Jacobs Engineer-
ing Group, E-Squared Engineering, Wolfe Doyle Advertising, ASTI 
Transportation Systems, Inc., and SAVVIS. The contract will last ap-

proximately 3 years and is valued at more than eight million euros 
(over ten and a half million dollars). 

Telvent has extensive experience working on implementing 
511 systems. The firm led the effort in implementing the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission 511 system in California, as well as the 
New York State 511 deployment.

***

Telvent To Implement The New 511 Pennsylvania

Intelligent Transportation Society of Virginia
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ADVERTISE IN 2009
The ITS Virginia Journal is the 

official publication of ITS 
Virginia and is distributed 

on a quarterly basis to the 
entire membership, other 

industry individuals, state 
lawmakers, and key 

state agency officials.  
Total circulation is 

approximately 400.

For rates call 434-977-3716 or email  
derek.breen@easterassociates.com
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By Glenn Havinoviski

I don’t eat much candy, but I always 
like looking inside candy stores. There’s 
always something about the holidays. Per-
haps because of the dark but hopeful period 
we are in right now, we look for signs of 
light in everything we see. And maybe that 
is indeed keeping us out of the abyss.

Last issue,  I wrote about what a mess 
our country had gotten ourselves into,  and 
ruminated about how the billions in finan-
cial bailout money could be put to work if 

just some of it was invested in transportation projects and the ITS 
industry. As I expected, there’s nothing doing with that. Just yet.

In the meantime, the US automakers have proffered their 
gold-plated tin cups to a tired lame duck Congress eager to go Christ-
mas-shopping and, for some, job hunting. I can sympathize with the 
automakers, for they are an integral part of our society. They do have 
to become smarter businesses though, and that requires changing 
many things which may be unchangeable, thanks to questionable 
product development and 1960’s-era labor and pension commit-
ments which gobble up much of their revenues. 

Importantly for our industry, automakers are foundation 
partners in the next generation of ITS, especially as vehicle-infra-
structure integration (VII) and safety programs 
are concerned. Yes, we can always count 
on Toyota, Nissan, BMW and Volkswagen, 
amongst others, who might gain from a 
decimated US auto industry, but GM, Ford 
and Chrysler have also provided key support 
in the past.

In the meantime, the ITS World Con-
gress in New York City in November, which 
boasted over 8000 attendees, was a surprise 
in that it did not produce any major surprises. 
It is a great candy store, as always, for traffic 
and technology geeks like me and probably 
most of you. There has been substantial re-
search and investment in VII, road pricing, 
and universal traffic information technologies 
the last 5 years, so all the triumphal streetside and highway demos 
associated with the meeting were really a culmination of those 
efforts. The sad state of the auto industry cast a shadow over the 
conference in general. So I couldn’t help but feel somewhat jaded 
about all of it.

But think about it for a second. All this is in itself a revelation. 
The amazing technology we see at these ITS shows is now business 
as usual. It can be done. As we will hear repeatedly, all we need is to 
figure out how to build it and who pays for it. And that was the key 
question that came out of the ITS World Congress.

Unfortunately, history could repeat itself if we don’t watch out. 
In 1998, the Federally-funded Automated Highway System research 
efforts were successfully and publicly demonstrated in San Diego 
to the sound of one hand clapping. While a lot of that research has 
helped to underpin the VII program,  the issue of who builds and 
who pays for a monstrously large program was critical then too. 
And back then, the Federal and State governments were generally 
swimming in budget surpluses! 

It may have taken the shock of September 2008, or it may have 

been a longer time in coming. But today, there is a greater opportu-
nity than we have had for years in finally doing something about 
our collective mobility malaise, one which sees our infrastructure 
crumbling, congestion growing and safety deteriorating even as 
traffic volumes fall in light of the economic recession.

The new President will be taking office with a promise to up-
grade our infrastructure.  There are numerous projects sitting on the 
shelf ready to go, the environmental studies finished, the feasibility 
for the projects long established. Virginia has an incredible backlog 
of projects which is growing every year; we cannot set aside money 
for a transportation program.

The way I have to see it, investment in our country rather than 
in bombs or billionaires has never failed us–I don’t care how loud 
the right-wing radio hosts are bleating. Otherwise, we’d be riding 
donkeys on mud roads, using outhouses, and educating people in 
wooden shacks. Come on guys!!  

And now that our society is truly an information society, with 
Internet and wireless access nearly universal, the time has come for 
ITS to emerge front row and center. Every road and vehicle deserves 
ITS, as does every traveler.

The next transportation authorization or financial stimulus 
package that the Feds dredge up really needs to support our industry. 
To this effect, we can’t bury ITS under various departmental bureau-
cracies. It needs to be upfront and center, with national leadership 
and commensurate state leadership as well. The much-vaunted 
“mainstreaming” of ITS, while it certainly makes sense from the 

perspective of incorporating ITS infrastructure 
into all transportation construction projects, 
also has had the effect of sidelining it as a 
specialty item. 

Traffic and transit management, traveler 
information, and road pricing (especially if 
distance-based road pricing replaces the fuel 
tax) will require a web of information from 
our transportation infrastructure. We have 
it in some places, not in other places, and it 
comes from different sources, different places 
and is not necessarily compatible or of equal 
quality. We have many vertical alliances which 
provide suites of products, data and commu-

nication systems all nearly bundled, but not 
necessarily compatible with one another.

In other words, we need leadership.
To this end, President Obama and his future transportation 

secretary should designate (or should be) an official ITS cheerleader, 
champion, czar, grand poobah, advocate, undersecretary, or whom-
ever, to drive our national transportation technology program and 
create focus, vision and a clear way forward, without trampling on 
all the private sector efforts which have been done to date. 

The concept of each person (or company, or state) for them-
selves has yielded plenty of dividends for many in our fair land. 
But every so often, you need to corral everyone together, and they 
need to come out of the corral knowing more than just what time it 
is. The ITS World Congress lets us know where we stand. We now 
need to find our way forward. It doesn’t have to be lockstep, we just 
need to all be going in the same direction. 

And it takes leadership, wherever it may come from. I think 
we have an opportunity for it to start at the very top.

Happy Holidays to all, and enjoy your sugar high. 
***

The Last Word: The Kid in the Candy Store
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been done to date.



FEBRUARY 19, 2009, 6:00 PM – 8:30 PM
The Old City Hall, 1001 East Broad Street, Richmond

YES! PLEASE INCLUDE MY COMPANY AS AN EXHIBITOR AT ITSVA’S 2009 LEGISLATIVE 
RECEPTION & TRANSPORTATION TECHNOLOGY SHOWCASE.

CONTACT NAME: ___________________________________________________________________

COMPANY: _________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________

CITY: __________________________________________STATE: ________ ZIP: _________________

TELEPHONE: ____________________________________FAX: _______________________________

E-MAIL: _____________________________________________________

SIGNATURE: _________________________________________________ DATE: ________________

ATTENDEES: ________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

You may register and pay online at www.itsva.org, or mail completed form along 
with a check payable to ITSVA, 600 Peter Jefferson Parkway, Suite 300,
Charlottesville, VA 22911

Full payment must accompany form. Cancellations will incur a charge of 20% of the Exhibitor Fee after 
January 19, 2009. Substitutions accepted. For cancellation or late registration, please call 434-977-3716.

2009 ITSVA Legislative Reception &
Transportation Technology Showcase

IT  VA
Promoting Transportation Technologies that Support 

Safety, Security and Congestion Management

The Intelligent Transportation Society of Virginia

EXHIBITOR/SPONSOR INFORMATION
Set-up Time: 5 p.m. February 19

____Sponsor $375.00 – Includes name on sponsor sign at reception.
____Exhibitor $475.00 – 6’ x 30” Tabletop Display (Tabletop and skirting provided. 
Exhibitors should plan to provide an extension cord and power strip if needed.)
____Require an AC Power Outlet (Internet access will NOT be available)


