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Registration Now Open for the  
ITSVA 20th Annual Conference & Exhibition

Registration is now open for the 20th An-
nual Conference & Exhibition - ITS Virginia: 
Improving Performance Through Technology,  
which will be held June 5-6, 2014 at the Omni 
Richmond Hotel.

You may register online at www.itsva.org 
or download the registration form and mail it in 
with a check.

Exhibitor and sponsorship opportunities 
are also available! Exhibitor spots are limited 
so reserve your booth today! Exhibitor cost 
includes one full conference registration, one 6-foot draped table 
& two chairs, booth pipe & draping (black), signage and program 
recognition. As a sponsor of the 20th Annual ITSVA Conference & 
Exposition, your company’s name and logo will be showcased as 
an integral part of this event. In addition to receiving complimen-
tary registration for one attendee, your company logo will appear 
in the Convention Program, event signage and on the ITSVA 
website. 

A block of rooms has been reserved for the nights of Wednes-
day, June 4 and Thursday, June 5.  To receive the discount rate of 
$159/night, please call the Omni at 1-800-THE-OMNI or (800) 

843-6664 to make your reservations and be sure to ask for the 
Intelligent Transportation Society of Virginia room block.  

There are a limited number of government per diem rooms 
available in the ITSVA room block for $112/night, and govern-
ment employees will be required to present a valid government 
issued ID upon arrival in order to receive this rate. The ITSVA 
Room Block will be available until May 14, 2014 or until the block 
is sold out, whichever comes first.

For more information, contact Christina Sandridge at (434) 
326-9815 or christina.sandridge@easterassociates.com.  

Thank you for your support of ITSVA and we hope to see you 
in June!.  n

ITSVA 20th Annual Conference & Exposition
June 5-6, 2014 | Omni Richmond Hotel, Richmond, Virginia

IMPROVING PERFORMANCE THROUGH 

Technology

ITSVA 2014 Legislative Reception
For a recap of the event, please see page 8.  

IT  VA  
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upcoming|calendar of events

May 28-30, 2014 
AASHTO Spring Meeting 

Louisville, KY

June 5-6, 2014 
ITSVA Annual Conference 

Omni Richmond

June 6, 2014 
ITSVA CEU Course: RFIDs/Utilities 

Omni Richmond

July 26-29, 2014 
IMSA Annual Meeting 

Shaumburg, IL

August 10-13, 2014 
ITE Annual Meeting & Exhibit 

Seattle, WA

Send your news and announcements along 
with any photos to Jonathan Williams at  

jonathan.williams@easterassociates.com. 

Have News for the  
ITSVA Newsletter?
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VIENNA, Austria & MCLEAN, Va., Jan 16, 2014 (BUSINESS 
WIRE) -- Kapsch TrafficCom concluded the acquisition of Trans-
dyn, Inc. from Powell Industries, Inc. The acquisition of one of 
the leading advanced traffic management software and systems 
integration companies in the U.S. market, well-known for its DY-
NAC ATMS® (Advanced Traffic Management Software), enables 
Kapsch TrafficCom to offer an extended end-to-end product and 
solution portfolio for intelligent transportation systems (ITS) to its 
current and future customers around the globe.

Kapsch TrafficCom is now positioned to offer one of the 
broadest portfolios of intelligent transportation solutions to 
complement its leading position in delivering electronic tolling 
solutions to its customers. Kapsch has installed and runs a large 
number of electronic toll collection (ETC) systems for multi-lane 
free-flow (MLFF) traffic (also referred to as open road tolling, 
ORT) around the globe. Transdyn is an established systems inte-
grator offering innovative ITS solutions to customers that enable 
them to safely and securely manage and control vital facilities and 
processes, including highways, bridges, and tunnels.

Perfect Match
“Transdyn and Kapsch are a perfect match,” said Georg 

Kapsch, CEO, Kapsch TrafficCom Group. “The current customer 
trend clearly shows the desire for a converged tolling and traffic 
management offering. Together, we can respond to market requests 
in a holistic approach and Kapsch will further extend its portfolio 

and reinforce its position as an end-to-end solutions provider.”
“Transdyn, a well-known provider of ITS and advanced traf-

fic management solutions to highway, bridge and tunnel authori-
ties, offers limited synergies with our other businesses,” said Mike 
Lucas, President and Chief Executive Officer, Powell Industries, 
Inc. “This transaction will allow us to focus on our core electrical 
power products businesses and provides Transdyn with addi-
tional opportunities. We appreciate the diligent work and many 
contributions of Transdyn’s dedicated employees.”

Focus on the Industry and Open New Markets
“We look forward to the potential growth opportunities 

ahead of us,” said Mark Thompson, President, Transdyn. “Inte-
grating with Kapsch TrafficCom offers Transdyn employees and 
customers the strength of the Kapsch TrafficCom portfolio of solu-
tions and dedication to the ITS market. Transdyn has a robust set 
of products and services, and this transaction enables Transdyn 
to extend this base into new international markets. Kapsch has a 
breadth of global industry knowledge and a distribution network 
to deliver Transdyn solutions globally.”

“We are bringing together a global leader in ETC and ITS 
Systems with a leader in advanced traffic management solutions 
and system integration,” said Chris Murray, President and CEO, 
Kapsch TrafficCom North America. “This ensures that we will 
continue to develop and deliver innovative solutions to meet the 
evolving needs of our customers around the world.” n

Kapsch Acquires Transdyn; Strengths Portfolio  
in Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS)

DOT Study Finds Digital Billboards Don't Distract Drivers

Drivers are not distracted by digital billboards alongside roads, according to a study conducted by the Department of Transpor-
tation (DOT). The study, which was released by the Federal Highway Administration (FHA), found that drivers are not any more 
likely to be distracted by digital billboards than stationary signs. 

“On average, the drivers in this study devoted between 73 and 85 percent of their visual attention to the road ahead for both 
[Commercial Electronic Variable Message Signs] and standard billboards,” the study said. “This range is consistent with earlier field 
research studies. In the present study, the presence of CEVMS did not appear to be related to a decrease in looking toward the road 
ahead.” 

The study surveyed drivers in Richmond, Va. and Reading, Pa. and found that the average length of time drivers spent looking 
at digital billboards was 379 milliseconds, compared to 335 milliseconds for standard signs. The results were both well below the 
“currently accepted threshold of 2,000 milliseconds,” the study said.  

“The results did not provide evidence indicating that CEVMS, as deployed and tested in the two selected cities, were associated 
with unacceptably long glances away from the road,” the study said. “When dwell times longer than the currently accepted thresh-
old of 2,000 [milliseconds] occurred, the road ahead was still in the driver’s field of view. This was the case for both CEVMS and 
standard billboards.” 

The results were cheered by the Washington, D.C.-based Outdoor Advertising Association of America (OAAA), which has 
pushed the transportation department to relax its rules regarding digital billboards. 

“Studies have long shown that digital billboards do not cause distracted driving,” the outdoor advertising agency said in a 
statement.  “The new federal study released on Dec. 30 comes to the same conclusion.” n

Article courtesy of Keith Laing from The Hill.
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Last year, Audi's autopiloted concept car needed the spacious 
rear end of a station wagon to house its computer brain. This 
year's model uses hardware that's the size of an iPad and gets hid-
den behind a panel in the trunk.

Many components of self-driving are at or near commercial 
readiness—freeway control, traffic-jam handling, and auto-park-
ing among them. But while engineers speed toward road-ready 
future cars, it's unclear that the rules of the road will be ready 
when the cars are. 

Politicians have made minimal progress in updating the 
legislation and regulations needed for the cars, which remain 
outdated and maddeningly inconsistent.

So what would Congress have to do to facilitate cars that 
could drive their passengers around? "Clearly, in order for this 
technology to have broad potential, it would require some sort of 
uniformity [in regulation]," said BMW's Dave Buchko.

Automakers: Let Us Test-and Tell Us How
But Congress doesn't appear to be in a hurry to give auto-

makers those guidelines—or even get started on them.
"Autonomous cars and the future of autos is a topic that our 

members are interested in and working on, but right now it is still 
premature to discuss plans for regulation," said Charlotte Baker, 
a spokeswoman for House Energy and Commerce Committee 
Chairman Fred Upton.

At the moment, just four states and the District of Columbia 
allow any operation of driverless cars. The rules vary widely. In 
Nevada, or example, operators can use their cell phones while the 
car drives them around. Michigan, on the other hand, only allows 
manufacturer testing in very controlled circumstances for the time 
being.

Chris Attard, a Ford research engineer who works in Dear-
born, Mich., acknowledges that the policy inconsistency could be 
a difficulty. "[Regulation] shapes how we approach the problems; 
it shapes what the final implementation will be and what we do 
with it," he said. "There has to be that handshake between govern-
ment and private industry on this."

User's Guide to Today's Robot Car
But for regulators and legislators to effectively craft guide-

lines, they have to understand what today's autonomous cars can 
and can't do.

Automakers shake their heads at the perception that robot-
mobiles will soon allow you to nap in the backseat or watch a 
movie while the car navigates your daily commute. To a per-
son, the car people say they're not about to rob you of the fun 
of driving—they just want to get rid of the boring parts. "We all 
love country roads," said Greg Stevens, who heads Ford's driver 
assistance and safety programs. "[But] there are aspects of driving 
that are not that much fun."

For instance, some cars are on the verge of being able to 
handle the bulk of a long road trip. "Freeway [driving] is pretty 
easy to accomplish," said Audi's Brad Stertz said. "Everybody's 
going the same direction, there's a little weaving, but you don't 
have cars backing out of driveways, or kids and dogs running 
across the street." Still, even in autonomous mode, the cars will 
require drivers to be alert and ready to take over at any time.

Already in Europe, some BMW drivers are taking advantage 
of Traffic Jam Assistant, which controls car speed and steering in 
some slow-driving situations. But thanks to a lack of U.S. policy, 
that feature is not available for American consumers.

Another advancement, announced last week by Ford, is a 
partnership with Stanford to help vehicles learn how to maneuver 
to increase their vision. Much like a driver would gradually steer 
toward the center line to see around a large truck, autonomous 
cars need to be in position to best make use of their sensors. "We 
want the vehicle to be aware and to do the kind of things that 
humans would do, which is to take a peek around this side, take a 
peek around that side, see what's up ahead," Stevens said.

Cars are also becoming more aware of their drivers. Buchko 
talks of cars that will be able to "intervene in emergency situa-
tions," pulling safely to the side and alerting emergency personnel 
if the driver passes out or has a heart attack.

Parking, too, could be mostly left to the car. "You pull up to a 
sporting event or work, and you've reserved a spot," Stertz said. 

The Biggest Hurdle for Self-Driving Cars: Congress
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Super Bowl 2014 to Reap Benefits from TransCoreʼs Automated Traffic Control System

NASHVILLE, Tenn.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--To address the traffic needs of one of the busiest and diverse commerce corridors 
in the U.S., TransCore and the New Jersey Meadowlands Commission are on schedule to complete another phase of an adaptive 
traffic control system just in time for Super Bowl 2014. To improve traffic flow and reduce congestion, TransCore began engineering 
and installing an adaptive traffic control system at more than 100 intersections throughout the 30-square miles of the Hackensack 
Meadowlands District. Included in the project are traffic signals on NJ Routes 17 and 120 that serve traffic heading to the MetLife 
Stadium.

The intelligent transportation system provides immediate response to traffic patterns as they occur, adjusting signal operations 
in response to both unexpected traffic snarls as well as highly anticipated traffic congestion expected during the weeks leading up 
to Super Bowl 2014. It is expected that some 400,000 tourists will converge in the New York/New Jersey area during Super Bowl 
week, and 82,000 will flock to MetLife Stadium on game day. “The capability to adjust traffic signal frequency in real-time makes our 
solution well suited for events like the Super Bowl where traffic conditions can change dramatically in a very short time frame,” said 
Michael Mauritz, TransCoreʼs senior vice president for ITS Solutions. “A successfully deployed automated traffic system can enhance 
traffic safety and reduce vehicle emissions, making travel more efficient for its users.”

TransCore has successfully deployed traffic control systems that manage more than 15,000 intersections in U.S. cities, including 
Phoenix, San Jose and New York. Recently, Pasadena, California employed the TransCore engineered adaptive traffic control system 
to manage special event traffic associated with the Rose Parade, Rose Bowl and BCS Championship Game. 

These systems operate autonomously 24/7, 365 days a year, providing traffic engineers with immediate monitoring, traffic 
response and historical reporting. n  

- ITS Turnkey Solutions
- Managed Lanes (HOT/HOV)
- Active Traffic Management
- Next Generation Innovations
- ATMS Software
- Cyber Security
- Asset Management
- TMC Operations & Maintenance
- Tunnel Communications & Control Systems

www.aecom.com

CREATE. ENHANCE. SUSTAIN."The car knows it and goes and parks itself [after it] drops you 
off at the front. That could be a huge thing at a Redskins game, 
right?"

What Next?
Most of these advances are ready now or will be soon. Fully 

autonomous cars, capable of driving from destination to destina-
tion without human input, are still far off. How far off depends on 
whom you ask, but the technology has come a long way in a short 
period of time.

"Three or four years ago, some of the stuff we're talking 
bout today people would have considered as fairly far-fetched," 
Stevens said.

But for engineers to make tomorrow's cars a reality—and to 
make the most of the advances available today—they'll need some 
direction from Congress. "It requires the development of tech-
nology as well as the regulatory environment to make this stuff 
happen," Buchko said.

The real question, added Stertz, is not the technological 
aspect, but "what's going to happen in ... the federal government 
and in the states to open it up. Is there going to be consistency?" 
To be clear, automakers aren't rushing to join the "bash Congress" 
crowd.

"It's not a case of blaming, because it's all new to everybody," 
Stertz went on. But for engineers to move forward effectively, 
they'll need "understanding [of] where the government is going to 
come down on what it will allow." n 

Article courtesy of Alex Brown from the National Journal.
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Washington, D.C. (February 3, 
2014) – Scott F. Belcher, President 
and CEO of the Intelligent Transpor-
tation Society of America (ITS Amer-
ica), the nation's largest association 
representing the transportation and 
technology communities including 
major automakers and suppliers, 
responded to today's vehicle-to-vehi-
cle communications announcement 
by U.S. Secretary of Transportation 
Anthony Foxx and officials from 
the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) and the 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Research and Technology.

"Motor vehicle crashes are the 
leading cause of death for chil-
dren and young adults in the U.S., 
with approximately 33,000 people 
killed and 2.3 million injured each year on America's roads," said 
Belcher. "While the auto industry has made great strides to reduce 
fatalities and injuries after a crash, the next giant leap is to enable 
real-time communication between vehicles and with the world 
around them so crashes can be avoided in the first place."

"This announcement represents a significant step forward in 
advancing the next generation of vehicle safety and automotive 
innovation, and is the result of years of collaboration between 
the transportation and high-tech industries and our federal, state 
and local partners," continued Belcher, who called it "a safety leap 
exceeding even seat belts and air bags."

"Thanks to the strong commitment by U.S. DOT and automo-
tive leaders, and years of investment by countless innovators and 
industry pioneers, the vision of 'talking' cars that avoid crashes is 
well on the way to becoming a reality. And we're not just talking 
about cars talking to cars, but about cars talking to bikes, trucks 
talking to motorcycles, and even buses talking to pedestrians. This 
promises to significantly reduce the number of deaths and injuries 
on our nation's roads while unleashing a new wave of innovation 
from advanced traffic management systems and smart mobility 
apps to real-time traffic, transit and parking information. We look 
forward to working U.S. DOT, the automakers, and high-tech 
industry to ensure that issues such as security and privacy are ad-
dressed as we work toward full scale adoption of this life-saving 
technology."

Belcher also thanked Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) Chairman Tom Wheeler for his commitment to ensure that 
the 5.9 GHz band which supports V2V communications remains 
free from interference which could result from expanded use 
of Wi-Fi in the band. The FCC allocated the 5.9 GHz band for 
the development of connected vehicle technology following ITS 
America's petition for spectrum to support this vital safety sys-

tem. NHTSA estimates that connected vehicle technology could 
potentially address 80 percent of all unimpaired crash scenarios.

"While we are working closely with our partners in the Wi-Fi 
industry to explore the potential for spectrum sharing in the 5.9 
GHz band, we are thrilled that Chairman Wheeler is outspoken in 
his commitment to putting safety first while we examine potential 
solutions. With more than 30,000 deaths on our nation's roads 
every year, it is critical that efforts to open up additional spectrum 
do not come at the expense of revolutionary life-saving technolo-
gies. And as automated vehicles begin to be rolled out over the 
next decade, vehicle-to-vehicle communications will be critical 
for preventing crashes and enabling drivers, operators and traffic 
managers to navigate this brand new world more safety and ef-
ficiently."

The U.S. DOT is currently sponsoring the largest naturalistic 
test of connected vehicle technology in the world in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan – the Safety Pilot Model Deployment – with nearly 3,000 
cars, buses, trucks and motorcycles outfitted with 5.9 GHz dedi-
cated short-range communications (DSRC) radios devices to test 
the effectiveness of vehicle-to-vehicle and vehicle-to-infrastructure 
communications. The National Transportation Safety Board 
made a formal recommendation last year that the technology be 
installed on all newly manufactured vehicles.

ITS America Leadership Circle Chair Peter F. Sweatman, 
Director of the University of Michigan Transportation Research 
Institute (UMTRI) which is conducting the Safety Pilot in Ann 
Arbor, testified on behalf of ITS America before the House T&I 
Subcommittee on Highways and Transit last week about the latest 
developments in connected and automated vehicles, including 
collaborative efforts to deploy connected vehicle technology more 
broadly in southeast Michigan which could serve as a model for 
nationwide deployment. n 

ITS America Statement on  
U.S. DOT Vehicle-to-Vehicle Decision
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Kimley-Horn: A Better Experience
 ■ ITS Planning and Design

 ■ Wireless and Fiber 
Telecommunications

 ■ Electrical

 ■ SCADA

 ■ Water Utilities

 ■ Wireless Tower Site Design

 ■ Federal/State/Local Operations

 ■ Traffic Engineering

 ■ Transportation Planning

 ■ Traffic Operations

 ■ Parking Garages/Structures

 ■ Transit

 ■ Site Civil/Land Development

 ■ Street/Parking Lighting Design

 ■ Environmental Assessment

System Engineering, ITS Planning, Design,  
and Implementation at Its Best

For more information please contact:

www.kimley-horn.com

JON CHAMBERS, P.E.
(757) 213-8620
jon.chambers@kimley-horn.com
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Legislative Reception and Transportation  
Technology Showcase Held February 19

ITSVA’s Legislative Reception was held Wednesday, February 19 at Old City Hall in Richmond. This annual event provides 
the perfect opportunity for members to visit with legislators and discuss the importance of technology in transportation. In atten-
dance were a number of key legislators, legislative aides and senior officials from key state agencies, including VDOT, DMV and 
the Dept. of General Services.

Prior to the Legislative Reception, ITSVA again partnered with the VDOT to host an information exchange session in the Pat-
rick Henry Building in downtown Richmond. VDOT presenters included Dean Gustafson and Ken Earnest from VDOT's Opera-
tions Division. Their presentation was made available to members.

ITSVA wishes to thank all of the exhibitors and sponsors for helping to make this event so successful! n 
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2014 LEGISLATIVE RECEPTION

Thank You to Our Exhibitors & Sponsors

IT  VA  
—Exhibitors—

—Sponsors—

 


