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ITSVA 18th Annual Conference & Exhibition  
Returns to the Richmond Omni

ITSVA returned to 
the Omni Richmond 
Hotel, April 19-20 for the 
18th Annual Conference 
& Exhibition.  The event 
opened Thursday morn-
ing with a discussion on 
connected vehicles and 

other initiatives that will shape the future of transportation.  Af-
terwards, the winners of ITSVA’s first Student Paper Contest were 
recognized.  Later that morning, a timely presentation, “Saving 
Lives, Time, Money ... and Oil: A New ITS Imperative?” included 
panelists from nonpartisan organizations that are working to en-
sure a more sustainable transportation future.  Our lunch speaker 
was Joshua Schank, President & CEO of the Eno Transportation 
Foundation, whose mission is to improve transportation policy 
and leadership.  Following plenary sessions with the latest news 
on public-private partnerships in Virginia and transit technology 

initiatives, the day concluded with the ITSVA Annual Business 
Meeting where the results of officer and director elections were 
announced. Afterwards, attendees were given an opportunity to 
spend time with each of the 26 conference exhibitors at a cocktail 
reception in the exhibit hall.

On Friday morning, the agenda featured concurrent ses-
sions on "Connected Vehicle Initiatives in Virginia" and “Traffic 
Adaptive Control," followed by “Three State Perspectives on 511 
and “Traffic Management Centers of the Future.”  The conference 
concluded with an overview of upcoming ITS work in the Com-
monwealth by representatives of VDOT’s five operations regions 
and the Operations & Security Division.

Thank you to all the exhibitors, sponsors and attendees for 
making this year’s conference a huge success! n
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Above: More than 120 people 
were in attendance at this year's 
meeting. At left: ITSVA President 
Greg Pieper calls on his musical 
abilities to gather members 
into the session rooms. At 
right: President Greg Pieper 
presents certificates to the 
student paper contest winners. 
Second Place winner Jia Hu 
(top) and First Place winner Raj 
Kamalanathsharma (bottom).
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WASHINGTON D.C. - ITS America's 22nd Annual meeting 
brought together public and private leaders whose vision and 
ingenuity are reshaping transportation as we know it today.  The 
nation’s top  transportation and technology leaders  gathered for a 
three day event entitled, “Smart Transportation: A Future We Can 
Afford”  at the Gaylord National Hotel and Convention Center in 
National Harbor, MD, just outside Washington D.C.

The focus was on affordable strategies to create smart cities 
and communities that are safer, cleaner, more affordable and less 
congested. As cities and states are being asked to do more with 
less, transportation leaders are turning to innovative technology 
solutions to optimize taxpayer dollars while lowering driving costs, 
reducing traffic congestion, and improving the environment as well 
as road and vehicle safety. The key is combining a solid and efficient 
infrastructure with a cost effective formula. Major events included:

Opening Plenary: Ursula Burns, Chairman and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Xerox spoke at the Opening Plenary and gave 
her views on the expansive intelligent transportation industry in 
America.  She said, "Intelligence is about safety and sustainability. It 
is most significantly about the transportation systems and the users 
of that system and creating efficient ways for people to go about 
their lives." 

Emergency Response Event: Building on the success of the in-
augural Emergency Responder Day at the 2011 World Congress on 
ITS in Orlando, this year’s ITS America Annual Meeting  continued 
the new tradition by holding Emergency Responder Day to empha-
size the importance of incident and emergency management in our 
transportation system.

WTS Breakfast: ITS America and Women in Transportation 
Seminar (WTS) hosted the fifth annual Women in ITS Breakfast 
sponsored this year by Keolis Transit America. The breakfast was an 
important event for emphasizing the growing role and importance 
of women to promote smart transportation solutions. Shelley Row, 
Director ITS Joint Program Office, as keynote speaker was very 
excited that research has moved into implementation on a number 
of initiatives. "The excitement is growing not just with the industry 
but with the public. ITS applications have transformed the users 
experience around transit.  Our work is changing people's perspec-
tives on transportation."

Connected Vehicles: Scott Belcher, President and CEO of the 
Intelligent Transportation Society of America declared that "Intel-
ligent transportations systems and connected vehicle technology 
have long held promise for improving both safety and mobility in 
this country and we believe we are on the cusp of significant break-
throughs.

Connected vehicle technologies are the next evolution of safety 
and allow cars to avoid crashes by communicating with each other 
and the roadway infrastructure. Using GPS, Wi-Fi sensors and a 
special Federal Communications Commission approved short-range 
radio frequency, these vehicles share safety information in real-time 
and drivers receive safety warnings when there is a risk of a crash 
or other safety hazard. The U.S. DOT estimates that these technolo-
gies have the potential to address a staggering 81 percent of all 

unimpaired driver-related crash scenarios.
"Vehicle-to-vehicle technologies have the potential to signifi-

cantly reduce fatalities and injuries in crashes and could one day 
help motorists avoid crashes altogether," said David Strickland, 
Administrator of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion (NHTSA) Administrator. “These technologies may prove to be 
the next game-changer as we look at the future of auto safety."

The U.S. Department of Transportation (U.S. DOT) invited 
delegates and media to experience the "Connected Vehicle” dem-
onstration in collaboration with a host of private sector companies 
including Ford, General Motors and Toyota.

NHTSA and RITA announced the launch of a year-long second 
phase of the Connected Vehicle (talking cars) Program this summer, 
during which approximately 3,000 equipped vehicles will test crash-
avoidance technologies in real world situations.  The program, 
headed up by the University of Michigan Transportation Research 
Institute will take place in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

David Strickland closed the Connected Vehicle demonstra-
tion with these words: "ITSA's leadership and work not only in 
the United States but as a world wide effort means that we have 
research experts from all the aspects of our work. Private entity and 
governments came together face to face this week to talk about new 
applications, new equipment and new possibilities.  This year espe-
cially, I want to thank ITSA for making this happen." n

Recap: ITS America's 22nd Annual Meeting

2012 ITS America State Chapter Awards
Outstanding State Chapter Winners
 Division 1 Winner: ITS Georgia 
 Division 1 Runners-up: ITS Michigan and ITS Florida
 Division 2 Winner: ITS Virginia
 Division 2 Runner-up: ITS Connecticut

Membership Growth Winners
 Division 1 Winner: ITS New York  
 Division 1 Runner-up: ITS Gulf Region (GRITS)
 Division 2 Winner: ITS Arizona
 Division 2 Runner-up: ITS Midwest
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Governor McDonnell Announces Draft  
Public-Private Transportation Act "Pipeline" of Projects

RICHMOND – Governor Bob McDonnell announced the Office 
of Transportation Public-Private Partnerships' (OTP3) "pipeline" of 
candidate projects. The pipeline contains both well-established trans-
portation public-private projects long identified as priorities, as well 
as new transportation concepts under consideration for delivery via 
Virginia's Public-Private Transportation Act (PPTA).

"We are seeking private sector input on potential PPTA projects. 
These projects are ultimately successful investments for Virginia 
because together the OTP3 and our private sector partners create tre-
mendous synergy, offering the very best of government and private 
sector innovation and financing," said Governor McDonnell. "This is 
a very exciting time for Virginia business and transportation."

Since its creation in 1995, Virginia has used the PPTA to deliver 
critical transportation infrastructure projects such as the recent $2.1 
billion Downtown Tunnel/Midtown Tunnel/MLK Extension in 
Hampton Roads, the $940 million I-95 HOV / HOT Lanes in North-
ern Virginia and the investment of an additional $124 million in the 
Coalfields Expressway and Route 58 in western Virginia.

Eight candidate and 14 conceptual PPTA projects have been 
identified. The projects represent regional priorities and present the 
potential for private sector innovation and investment. Projects may 
be candidates for delivery via the PPTA once aspects of business 
and financial suitability are further developed in 2012. Conceptual 
projects identify potential diverse multimodal opportunities for 
private sector partnerships with the Virginia Commercial Space 
Flight Authority, the Department of Motor Vehicles, as well as more 
traditional roadway and transit concepts through the Department of 
Transportation and Department of Rail and Public Transportation.

Transdyn Wins 2012 ITSNY Project of the Year
Outstanding ITS Project of the Year: Cross-Cutting ITS Issues ATM IDEAS Upgrade MTA Bridges & Tunnels and Transdyn, Inc.
 New York MTA Bridges and Tunnels is the nation’s largest bridge and tunnel authority serving more than one million people daily. It 

operates the Henry Hudson, Robert F. Kennedy, Bronx-Whitestone, Throgs Neck, Verrazano-Narrows, Gil Hodges-Marine Parkway, and Cross Bay 
bridges and the Queens-Midtown and Brooklyn-Battery tunnels.

Transdyn designed, built, and maintains ATM IDEAS (Advanced Traffic Management Incident Detect/Evaluate/Act System) for the 
Authority.  ATM IDEAS included designing, furnishing, and integrating new computer, communication, and software systems at each bridge and 
tunnel control center and the development of a new central Operations Control and Communication Center (OCCC).  

ATM IDEAS forms the backbone of the Authority’s Intelligent Transportation System program. Managed by Transdyn’s DYNAC ATMS® 
software (Advanced Traffic Management System), the system provides a platform for critical traffic management functions at each of the 
Authority’s bridge and tunnel facilities as well as system-wide monitoring and control at the OCCC. An interface to TRANSCOM, the area’s 
multi-jurisdictional committee dedicated to collecting and disseminating real-time regional traffic update information, is also included. The system 
provides agency-to-agency video and the exchange of incident and travel time data.  DYNAC ATMS® allows the Authority to efficiently monitor 
traffic, weather, and roadway conditions, detect and respond rapidly to incidents and events that impact multiple facilities and agencies, and 
provides real-time motorist advisories through dynamic message signs (DMS).

Transdyn provided new computers, communication equipment, and a fully integrated video surveillance system linking 9 facilities with over 
200 existing and new video cameras. A new state-of-the-art video over IP distribution system broadcasts high definition video surveillance images 
between the facilities and the OCCC over a highspeed wide area network. The system assists operators in reducing congestion, providing facility 
security, and improving incident detection and clearance times. n 
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Candidate Projects
 I-95 Corridor Improvements (VDOT)
 Regional Traffic Operations Centers (VDOT)
 I-64 HOV to HOT Conversion (VDOT)
 I-64 Peninsula Improvements (VDOT)
 Port of Virginia (VPA)
 Hampton Roads Crossing Improvements (VDOT / VDRPT)
 NOVA North-South Corridor (VDOT / VDRPT)
 I-66 Corridor Improvement project (VDOT / VDRPT)
Conceptual Projects
 I-495 Express Lanes extension (VDOT / VDRPT)
 "GoldStar" Truck Validation System (DMV)
 Wallops Island Visitor & Support Facilities (VCSFA)
 Advertising / Sponsorship Opportunities (VDOT)
 Dulles Metro Rail Station Air rights opportunities (VDRPT / 

VDOT)
 Rest Area Enhancements – electric car charging stations (VDOT)
 Rest Area Enhancements  - truck parking facilities (VDOT)
 Parking Facilities Privatization (VDOT)
 I-81 Managed Travel Lanes System – Roanoke (VDOT)
 Cell Towers / Fiber Optic opportunities (VDOT)
 Route 460/58 Connector (VDOT)
 Innovation Drive, Bristol (VDOT)
 Route 460/I-85 Connector (VDOT)
 Route 460 Business Corridor Improvements (VDOT)

The PPTA pipeline was developed by Secretary of Transpor-
tation Sean T. Connaughton, the OTP3 and the seven Virginia 
transportation agencies to reflect Governor McDonnell's continued 
commitment to multimodal transportation improvements in the 
Commonwealth. 

"The past two years have seen the McDonnell administration 
take several proactive steps to meet Virginia's transportation chal-
lenges including streamlining the PPTA implementation guidelines 
and creation of the OTP3 to focus on the identification, development 
and delivery of P3 projects across all modes of transportation in 
Virginia," said Secretary Connaughton. "The OTP3 has been charged 
with creating an environment that encourages private investment 
and proactively identifies, assesses and implements the Common-
wealth's priority transportation projects."  The OTP3 Director, Tony 
Kinn, emphasized "the pipeline is a significant step forward and 
reinforces why Virginia continues to be viewed as a national leader 
in public-private partnerships."

The PPTA pipeline is available at http://www.vappta.org/.  
The OTP3 welcomes comments on the pipeline through July 2, 2012.   
A webinar for industry feedback on the PPTA pipeline will also be 
scheduled; for details visit http://www.vappta.org/. 

For information on the Office of Transportation Public-Private 
Partnerships and Virginia's public-private partnership program, visit 
http://www.vappta.org/.  n

PPTA  continued
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ITS Product Sales - A "Value Added" Approach
Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) consist of products 

run the gamut of technologies.  These various ITS products are 
often promoted and sold by a sales entity such as a manufactur-
er representative or distributor.  A sophisticated system often re-
quires knowledge of many interconnected technologies.  When 
Traffic Systems and Technology (TS+T) began selling non-intru-
sive vehicle detection devices 15 years ago, our expertise was 
limited to that particular device and the software that supported 
its installation.  In the ensuing years, it became apparent that in 
order to add value to our customers, we would need to expand 
our knowledge of the entire “system”.  Robb Alexander of the 
VDOT Central region operations says “Device manufacturers 
know their product, but they may not be as familiar with other 
equipment with which their device interfaces.  Having someone 
like Jon (Bondanella) with knowledge of end-to-end equipment 
has been very helpful for both troubleshooting as well as system 
design”.   For example, when a microwave traffic detector is 
installed, power is supplied and it communicates (via IP, RF, 
contact closure, etc.) to an intermediate communication node 
and then the data ends up on a computer in a Traffic Operations 
Center (TOC). If the data fails to reach the TOC, the finger point-
ing begins and the field device is usually the first suspect.  

This is where the knowledge of the entire system comes 
into play and where a really good distributor or integrator can 
add value.  Jon Bondanella, VP Engineering & Sales at TS&T has 
demonstrated time and again how important “system knowl-

edge” is to finding solutions or troubleshooting problems.  Jon’s 
knowledge and patient support has gained him the trust and 
appreciation of many contractors, consultants, and Municipal 
/ DOT personnel through hundreds of deployed systems in 
the region.  Jerry Lutes of HNTB mentions “I’ve found that a 
supplier who has been involved in a series of projects for VDOT, 
like Jon Bondanella, can often contribute a lot to the success of 
a project.  He or she knows what problems have arisen in past 
projects, how they were solved, how existing equipment and 
communication systems work, and what the owner’s prefer-
ences are.”

Simply knowing a small piece of the puzzle will limit your 
value in the eyes of your customer.  Over the years as we ex-
panded the breadth of our product offerings, we expanded our 
knowledge of the ITS system.  In addition to RTMS detectors, 
we sell CCTV cameras, encoders, communication / ITS cabinets, 
camera lowering devices, Ethernet switches, solar systems and 
the structures on which the devices are mounted. We can pro-
vide a complete ITS package and we add value to the contractor 
and end user by offering them one point of contact with integral 
knowledge of the various system components.  This methodol-
ogy has served us well and will offer others an opportunity to 
become successful in today’s ITS market. n

Randy Dominick is President of Traffic Systems & Technology 
(TS&T).
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BELLEVUE, WA -- (Marketwire) --  PrePass, of-
fered by HELP Incorporated, is redesigning its service 
offerings to better meet the needs of law enforcement, 
state departments of transportation and motor carriers 
nationwide. PrePass has more than 300 sites in 31 states 
with 420,000 participating trucks.

"PrePass will continue its leadership role in truck 
safety screening by moving from a one-size-fits-all ap-
proach to one that allows states to mix and match tech-
nologies which meet the unique needs encountered at 
each state inspection facility and at roadside," said Rick 
Clasby, president and CEO of HELP Incorporated. "The 
change will include both new technologies and new 
service offerings, all backed by our comprehensive and 
unrivaled database on motor carrier information."
The new, tiered technologies will include:
 The current transponder system (915 MHz) de-

signed to provide enforcement officials with carrier 
data preclearance at higher-volume inspection 
facilities;

 Smart phone applications intended for low-volume 
sites at which the installation of roadside infrastruc-
ture is cost prohibitive;

 The federally established DSRC technology (5.9 
GHz) for future-oriented applications in which 
screening would include driver and truck fitness data; and

 Other emerging technologies that meet the needs of our 
carriers and state partners.
"As a national leader in the deployment of intelligent 

transportation systems for commercial vehicles, the commit-
ment of HELP's leadership to design a system that accom-
modates 5.9 GHz is a significant step toward enhancing safety 
and efficiency on our nation's roadways," said Scott Belcher, 
president and CEO of the Intelligent Transportation Society of 
America.
The new service offerings include:
 The 360SmartView screening system using cameras to 

screen ALL trucks in inspection facilities;
 Virtual and mobile inspection service offerings;
 Thermal brake imaging; and
 Vehicle dimensioning.

According to Clasby, "With our unrivaled and comprehen-
sive safety and credentialing data on commercial vehicle op-
erators now available in the cloud, it is possible to offer states 
more options, including new front-end technologies, virtual 
and real-time inspections and universal in-station truck screen-
ing while assuring the same level of integrity and reliability."

HELP's carrier database offers unrivaled information on 
carrier safety and credentials: Not all carriers have records in 
the federal SAFER/CVIEW data systems. In some states, as 
many as 40 percent of those carriers in HELP's cloud-based 
carrier database were not found in the federal systems used 
by others to screen trucks. This is because HELP augments 

information from the federal systems with data from more 
than 90 other government sources of data. HELP provides the 
total solution for any scenario, on the mainline, on the ramp, 
or virtual. Download a fact sheet on state technology options. 
Download a fact sheet on our smart phone app. To schedule a 
demo, visit the HELP website.

HELP Incorporated (HELP) is transportation's premier, 
not-for-profit, public-private partnership. Its mission is to 
improve highway safety and efficiency. HELP ensures its ini-
tiatives benefit the public and private sectors through a board 
comprised of an equal number of public officials and commer-
cial vehicle operators. HELP provides each state with control 
over its service offerings to accommodate each jurisdiction's 
unique needs, staffing and enforcement priorities. HELP's 
investment of more than $400 million has sped the deploy-
ment of ITS and has improved safety, air quality and highway 
preservation.

HELP's flagship service is the PrePass weigh station 
service. More than 420,000 trucks have voluntarily enrolled. 
PrePass and its electronic toll collection companion service are 
operational at weigh stations and/or toll plazas in 33 states, 
including: Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, 
Delaware, Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, 
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, Missouri, Mon-
tana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
Mexico, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, 
Texas, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin and Wyoming. Pre-
Pass enables states to meet Federal CVISN requirements. n

Safety Screening Solutions for Every Need - PrePass
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Thousands of commuters make the daily drive between the 
Shenandoah Valley and Central Virginia, braving the unpredictable 
Afton Mountain. Now, the Virginia Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) is unveiling new plans to make the drive over the mountain 
on Interstate 64 a little less stressful.     

The Afton-mountain stretch on Interstate 64 already has elec-
tronic message boards, traffic cameras, and variable-intensity fog 
lights.  Now VDOT is eyeing $8 million in new high-tech enhance-
ments. The enhancement zone runs from mile marker 96 at Waynes-
boro to mile 107 at Crozet.  The so-called "active traffic safety man-
agement system" would kick in during times of fog, snow-and-ice, 
congestion or accidents.     

That stretch would have variable speed limits, depending on 
driving conditions.  New message boards would alert drivers to 
those limits, and keep them informed about changing weather or 
traffic patterns. VDOT plans to begin making the improvements 
next summer. n

Skanska USA to Construct 
Route 29 Bypass

Skanska USA’s construction business unit announced Wednes-
day that its joint venture with Branch Highways has been awarded 
a $135.9 million contract from the Virginia Department of Transpor-
tation to construct a 6.24-mile-long bypass for Route 29 in Charlot-
tesville and Albemarle County, Va.

The project includes the construction of a new four-lane 
divided, limited access bypass to the west of the existing Route 29, 
designed to relieve congestion on the existing roadway and improve 
through traffic. Project construction activities include earthworks 
(including excavation of over 3.25 million cubic yards of dirt and 
rock),construction of a four-lane divided highway, paving, bridges, 
drainage and stormwater management facilities, installation of MSE 
and sound barrier walls, and installation of an intelligent transporta-
tion system (ITS) and traffic control devices, including guardrails 
and concrete barriers.

The project extends from the Route 29/250 Bypass and the 
North Grounds of the University of Virginia on the south end to 
the existing Route 29 north of the South Fork Rivanna River on the 
north end. Work will begin in July with scheduled completion in 
July 2016.  n

VDOT Unveils Plans for 
Afton Mountain Commute
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WASHINGTON 
– U.S. Transportation 
Secretary Ray LaHood 
released a “Blueprint 
for Ending Distracted 
Driving” that offers 
a comprehensive 
strategy to address the 
growing and danger-
ous practice of using 
handheld cell phones 
behind the wheel. The 
plan outlines concrete 
steps stakeholders 
around the country 
– from lawmakers 
and safety organiza-
tions to families and 

younger drivers – can take to reduce the risk posed by dis-
tracted driving. While unveiling the plan, Secretary LaHood 
also announced $2.4 million in federal support for California 
and Delaware that will expand the Department’s “Phone in 
One Hand, Ticket in the Other” pilot enforcement campaign to 
reduce distracted driving.

“Distracted driving is an epidemic. While we’ve made 
progress in the past three years by raising awareness about 
this risky behavior, the simple fact is people are continuing to 
be killed and injured – and we can put an end to it,” said U.S. 
Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood. “Personal responsibil-
ity for putting down that cell phone is a good first step – but 
we need everyone to do their part, whether it’s helping pass 
strong laws, educating our youngest and most vulnerable 
drivers, or starting their own campaign to end distracted driv-
ing.”

The “Blueprint for Ending Distracted Driving” outlines 
a plan that builds on the national momentum that Secretary 
LaHood and USDOT have spearheaded for the last three years. 
Recognizing the extent and complexity of the problem, the 
plan:
 Encourages the remaining 11 states without distracted 

driving laws to enact and enforce this critical legislation.
 Challenges the auto industry to adopt new and future 

guidelines for technology to reduce the potential for dis-
traction on devices built or brought into vehicles.

 Partners with driver education professionals to incorpo-
rate new curriculum materials to educate novice drivers 
of driver distraction and its consequences. Data from the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
show drivers under the age of 25 are two to three times 
more likely than older drivers to send text messages or 
emails while driving.

 Provides all stakeholders with actions they can take that 
go beyond personal responsibility to helping end distract-
ed driving nationwide.

Applying a ‘Proven Formula’ to CA, DE 
Enforcement Programs

Coinciding with the release of the “Blueprint for End-
ing Distracted Driving,” Secretary LaHood announced that 
California and Delaware have been selected to receive federal 
support for pilot projects that will test the effect of increased 
law enforcement and high-profile public education campaigns 
on distracted driving.

“We know from the success of national efforts like ‘Click It 
or Ticket’ that combining good laws with effective enforcement 
and a strong public education campaign can – and does – change 
unsafe driving behavior,” said NHTSA Administrator David 
Strickland. “Now, along with two great state partners, we’re using 
this proven formula to help tackle distracted driving.”

DOT is providing California and Delaware with $2.4 
million of federal support for pilot programs that will exam-
ine whether increased police enforcement coupled with paid 
media and news media coverage can significantly reduce 
distracted driving over a widespread area. The California 
program will take place in the Sacramento valley region 
comprising eight counties and 3.8 million residents, while the 
Delaware program will be conducted statewide. Both projects 
are expected to be under way in fall 2012.

The multi-market efforts in these states mirror the ap-
proach used in smaller-scale demonstration projects completed 
in 2011 in Hartford, CT, and Syracuse, NY. The 2011 pilot 
projects found dramatic declines in distracted driving in the 
two communities tested – with texting dropping 72 percent in 
Hartford and 32 percent in Syracuse.

In 2010, at least 3,092 people were killed in distraction-
affected crashes – accounting for approximately one in every 
ten fatalities on the nation’s roadways. Meanwhile, among 
the findings from NHTSA’s first nationally-representative 
telephone survey on driver distraction released earlier this 
year, more than three-quarters of drivers reported that they 
are willing to answer calls on all, most, or some trips. Survey 
respondents acknowledged few driving situations when they 
would not use the phone or text, and yet reported feeling 
unsafe when riding in vehicles in which the driver is texting 
and supported bans on texting and cell phone use. Almost all 
respondents (about 90% overall) reported that they considered 
a driver who was sending or reading text messages or e-mails 
as very unsafe.

Nationwide, 39 states, the District of Columbia, the Virgin 
Islands and Guam ban texting behind the wheel. Ten states, 
the District of Columbia, the Virgin Islands and Guam prohibit 
all hand-held cell phone use while driving. n

U.S. Transportation Secretary LaHood Issues  
'Blueprint for Ending Distracted Driving'
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What is your current position?
Director of ITS Operations, Open Roads 

Consulting. 

Where did you grow up? 
I was born in Potsdam NY, but spent my 

life growing up in the Lakes Region of NH.

How long have you been in the 
industry industry?

I started working for Cabletron Sys-
tems in the network management field.  I 
started at Cabletron in 1993 as a program-
mer and worked my way up to technical 
project leader, architect, and then a develop-
ment manager. Most of my experience was 
in the custom engineering group where we 
deployed custom engineering solutions for 
Network Operations Centers for customers 
like AT&T, MCI, NORTEL, SPRINT, and USWEST. After Cable-
tron, I owned my own business for five years before deciding to 
take my software experience and EE degree into the ITS field.  I 
started in 2009 at the NH Department of Transportation as an ITS 
Systems Development Specialist. There I was responsible for the 
ITS projects/procurements and second in command on the TMC 
floor. My work there mainly involved new ITS deployments, fiber 
resources, and TMC operations.

How did you first become involved in the 
industry? 

As TMCs have been growing throughout the years, NH 
finally built a large IPOC (Incident Planning and Operations Cen-
ter) that housed the first true NH Central TMC.  I saw this as an 
excellent opportunity to combine my software experience with my 
Electrical Engineering Degree.  It was an easy transition as TOCs/
TMCs are extremely similar in nature to NOCs (Network Opera-
tions Centers).  

Describe a challenge you faced in your career 
and how you overcame it.

One of the biggest challenges I faced was when I started with 
NHDOT.  Learning their devices and network was an easy learn-
ing curve, but learning and experiencing the government process 
was a whole different ball game.  Up until working for NHDOT, 
all my experience had been within the private/consulting sector.  
Working with NHDOT and the Federal Highway Administration 
on several large initiatives was an invaluable experience.  Working 
in both arenas has given me the balance to be successful in the ITS 
industry.

Tell us about your family.
My wife and I have been together for 20 years and we have 

three children: a daughter who is 11, and two boys ages 7 and 9.  
We moved to Northern Virginia last year and have transitioned 

from living on a 50 acre mountain top, to a 
tight NOVA suburban development! It has 
been an adventure for us! We enjoy family 
camping, fishing, sports and hiking as often 
as possible. 

Do you have a favorite vacation 
spot?

The wilderness.  Any mountain top be-
tween the Rockies in Colorado, and the White 
Mountains of NH!  There is nothing better 
than mother-nature to ground you and put 
things into perspective. 
 
How do you like to spend your 
free time? 

What free time? When I do get it, I like 
to spend my free time outdoors with hiking/
camping trips, motorcycles, teaching my boys 

soccer and basketball,  walking with my wife and daughter, and 
just about anything else that involves being outdoors! After mov-
ing to NOVA, I can actually say I even miss cutting wood… n

ITSVA Member Profile: Jamie Knowlton

Jamie Knowlton

• Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) 
• Traffic Engineering 
• Traveler Information
• Transportation Planning 
• Systems Integration 
• Transit 

Iteris can help get you moving.
From Planning, to Design, to Implementation, 
Integration and Operation, Iteris has the experience 
and know-how to get you on your way.

Offices Nationwide • www.iteris.com • 800-933-0339

Innovation for better mobility
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Partnering with VDOT to deploy ITS solutions  
that reduce congestion and help drivers make  
informed travel choices.

InTellIgenT SOluTIOnS fOr TraffIc ManageMenT

Supporting VDOT’s  
Traffic Operations  
Program  
for over  
a decade.

www.openroadsconsulting.com
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AASHTO 57th Annual National Transportation 
Management Conferences
July 8-12, 2012 
Madison, Wisconsin
http://www.cmc-associates.com/aashto.html

2012 AASHTO SCOM/TRB  
Maintenance Conference
July 14 -19, 2012
Seattle, Washington
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/partners/scom2012/default.htm

ITE 2012 Annual Meeting
August 12-15, 2012
Atlanta, Georgia
http://www.ite.org/annualmeeting/default.asp

ITS Pennsylvania Annual Meeting
August 13-14, 2012
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
http://www.itspennsylvania.com/Default.aspx?tabid=107 
 

IBTTA 80th Annual Meeting & Exhibition
September 9-12, 2012
Orlando, Florida
http://www.ibtta.org/Events/EventDetailWithVideo.cfm?ItemNu
mber=5677&RDtoken=44360&userID

2012 National Rural ITS Conference and  
Gulf Region ITS Annual Meeting
September 16-19, 2012
Biloxi, Mississippi
http://www.nritsconference.org/

2012 Intelligent Transportation Society  
of Tennessee Annual Meeting
October 3-5, 2012
Knoxville, Tennessee
http://www.itstn.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_
id=668870&module_id=116077

19th ITS World Congress
October 22-26, 2012
Vienna, Austria
http://2012.itsworldcongress.com/content


