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ITSVA Members Approve Bylaws Change and Elect 
2011-2012 Board of Directors at Annual Meeting

ITSVA’s 17th Annual Conference & Exposi-
tion, held May 4-5 at the Omni Hotel in downtown 
Richmond, drew a record number of more than 160 
attendees, along with 18 exhibitors and 9 sponsors. 
Delegate Joe May, Chairman of the House Transporta-
tion Committee, a well-known advocate for use of ITS 
solutions, served as keynote speaker and provided 
insights into the Virginia General Assembly’s recent 
action that will provide $4 billion 
new funding for transportation in 
the Commonwealth.

At the Annual General Mem-
bership Meeting held midway 
through the conference, those 
present adopted the recom-
mendations of the nominating 
committee to elect the following 
officers for the 2011-2012 year:

• Greg Pieper of Smartek 
Systems as President

• Cathy McGhee of Virginia 
Center for Transportation 
Innovation and Research as President-Elect

• Moe Zarean of Iteris as Secretary 
• Vinit Deshpande of ACS Government Solutions as 

Treasurer

Outgoing President Ken Jennings of the Virginia 
Department of Motor Vehicles explained that the ITSVA 
board of directors had recently voted to add two ex-officio 
board positions, one for a representative from DMV and 
one for a representative from the Virginia Department 
of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT). Ken Jennings 
assumed the DMV ex-officio position and Mike Harris 
assumed the DRPT ex-officio position. Members were 
invited to vote for the two open positions these changes 
created on the ITSVA board, and Jennings then announced 
the results in which Jim McCullough of Transdyn and Jon 
Sorenson of Atkins were elected to fill these two seats.

Also during the meeting, members present voted 
unanimously to amend Article III of the Association’s 
bylaws to specify three categories of membership: 

• for-profit organizations; 
• other organizations interested in advancing the purposes 

of ITSVA, to include local government entities and 
educational facilities; and 

• student/retiree members. 

The bylaws change goes on to 
state that each class of membership 

may be divided into one or more categories, and each 
member shall be entitled to one vote at meetings of the 
General Membership, with the exception of student/
retiree members. No change in dues was specified at that 
time, but may be considered by the board of directors at 
the board retreat in August.

Annual Convention attendees were able to receive up 
to 12 continuing education credits for taking part in the 
various sessions. Immediately following the conference’s 
closing session, Rick Schuman of INRIX led a class on 
INRIX Traffic Data in Virginia: What’s Available, How It’s 
Used & How to Use It,” which provided 2 additional CEU 
credits. n
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“Connecting with Innovation,” the  
17th Annual ITSVA Conference and 

Exposition, was held May 4-5 in  
Richmond. See page 11 for more  

scenes from this well-attended event!
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president's|column

A Message from Your New ITSVA President
First of all, thanks to Ken Jennings for doing such 

an outstanding job this past year as President of ITSVA. 
And thanks to the continuing efforts of the committees 
that have been set up the last couple of years. Those ef-
forts are being rewarded. In particular, I would hope that 
the continuing education credits effort headed by Robb 
Alexander is expanded and made more useful to those 
needing to maintain a knowledge base of where we are 
with ITS technology. If any company out there would 
like to brief those needing more information on techni-
cal advances, their industry in general, etc., please contact ITSVA to 
further this effort.

 Second, looking at the larger-than-normal project list just 
released by VDOT as a result of recent legislation, it is my wish that 
we work hard to let the members, particularly private sector sup-
pliers, know of the ITS efforts which may be buried within the large 
headings on the list. The I-66 project is almost unheard of as a pure 
ITS deployment. Other projects may have ITS as part of the plan, or 
can have future impact on ITS, if the planners think about them up 
front. For instance, if there is a roadway widening project, or bridge 
re-decking project, it costs almost nothing extra to put in the neces-
sary conduit, pull boxes, etc. up front as the concrete is poured rather 
than do it five years later when a communications or sensor project is 
identified and approved for an area. Put the six-inch empty conduit 
in place in the median and have it ready to go now. This is how we 

can help “mainstream” ITS into existing infrastructure on 
a daily basis. 

For those projects that have named ITS elements, 
please let them be known as soon as possible. The usu-
ally small ITS vendors can help the prime contractors 
in the planning and implementation up front, helping 
to avoid the usual “hey, we put in the electronics. Turn 
them on so we can get paid” rush at project close. ITS 
elements should be part of the planning process, not an 
afterthought. Communications, sensors, remote displays, 

remote cabinets and controls need testing and burn in time for ap-
proval. They should be as much a part of a project plan as are survey-
ing and concrete cure time! 

The public-private exchange of ideas fostered under the ITSVA 
umbrella is rather unique in its success from my observations of 
other chapters around the country. 

Please, if any member has an idea of how to make things work 
better, let the ITSVA staff and board know so we can get the word out. 
I would encourage those of you who work in or with MPOs to let 
us know how we can help as well. Finally, your feedback on how to 
improve the annual conference better can be sent to any of us as well. 

Thanks for trusting me to serve as president of this fine  
organization. n

Gregory J. Pieper is Vice President of Sales for SmarTek Systems Inc.
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Wilson Joins DRPT 
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation 

recently announced that Robert Wilson has been appointed as 
Chief of Public Transportation. In this role, he will guide strategy 
for congestion relief, public benefits and land-use considerations in 
transportation planning as well as overseeing the Commonwealth’s 
transportation demand management and public transit programs.

Wilson has 20 years of transportation experience, including 
13 years as chief executive for the George Washington Regional 
Commission, the Fredericksburg planning district commission, 
and several counties.

“Robert’s demonstrated leadership skills and extensive 
knowledge of all facets of the transit industry make him a perfect 
candidate for this position,” said DRPT Director Thelma Drake.

Transdyn Wins Hampton Roads ATMS Contract 
The Virginia Department of Transportation recently awarded 

Transdyn a two-year contract with three one-year extension op-
tions by to provide 24x7 on-call support, hardware and software 
maintenance support and system configuration modification 
services for the Hampton Roads Transportation Operations Cen-
ter (HRTOC) Advanced Traffic Management System (ATMS) that 
manages one of the largest regional ITS networks in the country. 

Transdyn designed, developed, integrated, and commis-
sioned the DYNAC® based system that manages traffic on more 
than 800 miles of roadway located in Virginia Beach, Chesapeake, 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Portsmouth, Newport News, and Hampton, 
VA. The fully integrated system controls an array of ITS devices 
including reversible High Occupancy Vehicle control gates, High-
way Advisory Radio video surveillance cameras, variable mes-
sage signs, vehicle detectors and roadside traffic controllers. This 

system enables VDOT to reduce congestion and increase motorist 
safety by integrating and automating various traffic management 
functions such as vehicle monitoring, incident detection, incident 
management, motorist advisory, and traffic surveillance.

Study Recognizes Virginia  
Transportation Performance 

Virginia has been recognized in a national study conducted 
by the Pew Center and  Rockefeller Foundation as a leader in 
developing the goals, performance measures and data needed 
to help decision makers ensure their transportation systems are 
advancing economic growth, mobility and other key policy out-
comes. Virginia was given the study’s highest ranking for all six 
performance measures: safety; jobs and commerce; mobility; ac-
cess; environmental stewardship; and infrastructure preservation.

“Virginia has long connected the importance of performance 
measurement and transparent reporting with sound government 
management,” said Governor Bob McDonnell. The McDon-
nell administration recently commissioned a study by Chmura 
Economics and Analytics of Richmond that indicated Virginia’s 
economy would expand by $13.1 billion and support 105,642 
additional jobs over six years if the $4 billion transportation 
program supported by the General Assembly was fully imple-
mented. 

The Pew/Rockefeller study recognized that Virginia pro-
vides its data in an accessible format for citizens to review, and 
puts it in context as well. It concluded, “Not only does Virginia 
provide timely data on core indicators of its roads and bridges, it 
also includes comparative information so that managers, deci-
sion makers and citizens can understand where Virginia’s results 
stand in a broader context.” n

news|briefs

The toll on the 16-mile Chesapeake Expressway, the primary 
route for tourists from Virginia and points north on their way to 
North Carolina’s Outer Banks, recently increased to $6 each way on 
weekends and $3 on weekdays. The four-lane expressway allows 
travelers to avoid a congested, two-lane road through suburban 
Chesapeake. 

Chesapeake officials say the fare hike is necessary to maintain 
the road and pay off the loans it took out to build it. The expressway 
was built 10 years ago because traffic on Battlefield Boulevard was so 
bad that it turned into a parking lot during summers, making it dif-
ficult for people who live on the road to get out of their driveways on 
weekends. Response times for emergency service vehicles were also 
slowed down so much by the traffic that it threatened public safety.

When the road was built, city leaders envisioned raising the toll 
every five years, but heavier than expected revenues allowed them to 
avoid increases. Transactions at the toll plaza grew from 3.3 million 
in 2002 to a peak of 4.5 million in 2007. But the popularity of the road 
also means it needs more repairs.

Lonnie Craig, a Chesapeake city councilman who lives on the 
road and voted for the toll hike, said he knows more people will start 
avoiding the expressway by taking the old route. But he’s hopeful it 
will be limited to the locals who already know about it. 

Photo courtesy of flickr, http://www.flickr.com/photos/vadot/5078226336/

Outer Banks Toll to Double on Weekends
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High-Speed Freight and Passenger Service Proposed 
Along Norfolk Southern's Crescent Corridor Line

Virginia-based RAIL Solution, a grassroots group advocating rail as 
the most efficient form of transportation, is proposing high-speed freight 
and passenger service along Norfolk Southern's Crescent Corridor line.

Dubbed the Steel Interstate, the pilot project features a system 
of electrified, high-capacity rail lines designed to move freight and 
passengers on the same tracks at speeds competitive with interstate 
highways. The 1,000-mile line would stretch from Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, to Memphis, passing through Knoxville, Chattanooga, and 
Huntsville, Alabama.

The Steel Interstate comes on the heels of Norfolk Southern's 
groundbreaking for the $129 million Memphis Regional Intermodal 
Terminal in Fayette County April 29th, as well as the refurbishment of 
the Crescent Corridor rail line. Norfolk Southern and RAIL Solution are 
meeting next week to discuss the proposed project.

If the Steel Interstate becomes reality, rail terminals would have 
platforms allowing truck drivers to drive their rigs onto a train. Rees 
Shearer, chairman of RAIL Solution, said the rail alternative could lessen 
the emissions from diesel-run big rigs now traveling on I-40 and I-81�

In a 2005 study, the Tennessee Department of Transportation found 
that 31 percent of emissions produced in the state came from car and 
truck exhaust. Of that percentage, freight traffic, with nearly 250,000 
long-haul trucks traveling on I-40 every day, was the fastest-growing 
source of emissions.

"[The Steel Interstate] concept allows rail to integrate with trucks, 
complementing their service. It's win-win," Shearer said.

The pilot project uses a combination of public and private funds to 
improve existing rail alignment and electrify it. The high-speed rail would 
allow freight operations to move at an average of 80 miles per hour and 
passenger operations at 110 miles per hour�

Shearer said climate change, efforts to reduce emissions, and the 
transition from foreign oil to domestically produced energy all support the 
decision to move toward the Steel Interstate system.

"What are the consequences for communities like Memphis, and 
the entire nation, if we're not prepared to make the transition from 
petroleum?," Shearer asked. "We're currently hostage to oil. If we 
continue to depend upon oil, we're not economically or militarily secure. 
The movement of people and freight with domestically produced energy 
is in our best interest�"

"It's the only [transportation] infrastructure that could fuel and pay 
for itself, which reduces the cost for shippers and improves air and water 
quality," said Steven Sondheim, a board member of RAIL Solution and 
the Sierra Club's National Transportation Leadership Team�

"The only possible competition would be to convert semis to run off 
of natural gas, but that's impractical and inefficient," Shearer said.

With an estimated 200 high-speed trains scheduled to run daily on 
the Crescent Corridor under the Steel Interstate plan, Memphis would 
have the chance to participate in creating "the premier intermodal 
transportation in North America, which would serve as a model for the 
rest of the country," Sondheim said.

"Memphis would also improve their connections with the East Coast, 
particularly cities like Atlanta, as well as the richest market in the U.S.: 
D�C� to Boston�" n

Article submitted by Lori Johnson of Transdyn.

transit|updatefreight|update

VDOT Freight Study 
Offers Bottleneck Solutions

Nearly $2 trillion worth of freight weighing approxi-
mately 900 million tons moves annually through Virginia, 
with about 40% of this originating or ending up elsewhere. 

As a guide towards future transportation decisions, 
VDOT recently released a study that identifies bottlenecks 
and makes recommendations for easing freight congestion.

The study recommends specific infrastructure improve-
ments to enhance the transport of goods and produce, 
contributing significantly to both jobs and the state economy 
as a result.  The overall plan would improve statewide truck 
mobility by 30% with a combination of improved highway 
capacity and increased use of rail, water and air alternatives 
to reduce truck miles of travel by 5.1 million truck miles each 
day by the year 2035 — a 20% improvement.

Key recommendations:
• Widen I-64 from Hampton Roads to Richmond to alleviate 

a major freight transportation bottleneck on the major road 
into and out of the region.

• Construct the Hampton Roads Third Crossing to improve 
mobility throughout the region, provide new access to the 
Norfolk terminals and Navy base, and improve access to 
the Newport News shipyard and Portsmouth marine.

• Construct the U.S. 460 Expressway from Suffolk to I-295 
near Petersburg.

• Widen U.S. routes 13/58/460 between I-664 and the 
Suffolk Bypass.

• Build the I-564 Intermodal Connector to extend I-564 and 
freight lines to the Norfolk International Terminals and 
Norfolk Naval Station.

• Complete port-related rail improvement projects to 
improve capacity for the Norfolk International Terminals 
and the Norfolk and Portsmouth Belt Line yard, the Route 
164 rail connector and a Craney Island connector.

• Establish a barge service on the James River between 
Hampton Roads and the Port of Richmond to divert 
freight traffic from I-64, Route 460 and rail lines. n



ITSVA Journal Page   6

traffic|tracking

Inrix Scorecard Details Hampton Roads Congestion Increases
INRIX recently released an update to the National 

Traffic Scorecard, a report that compares the status of traffic 
congestion throughout the top 100 metropolitan areas in 
the United States.  INRIX prepares this report each year by 
collecting and analyzing billions of datapoints from GPS-
enabled vehicles traveling throughout the United States, 
including taxis, shuttles, trucks, and delivery vans.

According to the National Traffic Scorecard, Hamp-
ton Roads has higher congestion levels than many other 
comparable metropolitan areas.  Hampton Roads had a 
Peak Period Travel Time Tax of 13.0% in 2010, which means 
that on average a trip in Hampton 
Roads took 13% longer to complete 
during the peak travel periods than 
the same trip took during uncon-
gested periods of the day in 2010.  
The Peak Period Travel Time Tax 
increased from 11.7% in 2009, and 
among 35 metropolitan areas across 
the United States with populations 
between 1 and 3 million people, 
Hampton Roads had the 5th high-
est Peak Period Travel Time Tax in 
2010.

Another measure collected 
by INRIX is the Worst Time Travel 
Time Tax, which looks at congestion during the busiest period of the 
week.  In Hampton Roads this busiest period occurs at 4:30 pm on 
Fridays, and produces a Worst Time Travel Time Tax of 42%.  This 
means the average trip took 42% longer to complete at 4:30 pm on 
Fridays than the same average trip took during uncongested peri-
ods of the day in 2010.  Compared to other metropolitan areas with 
populations between 1 and 3 million people, Hampton Roads had 
the 4th highest Worst Hour Travel Time Tax in 2010.

Available as a free public 
service, the INRIX National 
Traffic Scorecard is the first of 
its kind to rank and provide 
detailed information on the 

100 most congested U.S. metropolitan areas and the 100 worst traffic 
bottlenecks. Additionally, INRIX provides transportation agencies 
in 47 states with services that allow them to monitoring their road 
network to improve real-time operations and network planning. For 
more information on the INRIX National Traffic Scorecard, visit the 
National Traffic Scorecard website at http://scorecard.inrix.com. n

  Written by Keith Nichols from the Hampton Roads Planning District.

education|update

ITSVA's Continuing Education Program: Not Just for Engineers

Data source: INRIX National Traffic 
Scorecard. The Travel Time Tax is the 
percentage of extra travel time the 
average trip takes during the peak period 
as compared to uncongested conditions 
in each region.

In April 2009, the Commonwealth of Virginia began 
requiring that licensed professional engineers complete 16 
hours of continuing education every two years in order to renew 
their license with the Board for Architects, Engineers and Land 
Surveyors, part of the Virginia Department of Professional and 
Occupational Regulation. 

To assist in meeting this requirement, and as member 
benefit, ITSVA began offering regular continuing education 
sessions around the state, usually during lunchtime, that each 
provide 2 to 3 CEU credits. Additional CEU credits are also 
available through participation in the ITSVA Annual Conference.

“Whether you are a licensed engineer or not, these sessions 
can help you keep up with developments in specialized areas of 
our industry,” said Robb Alexander with the Virginia Department 

of Transportation, who chairs the ITSVA CEU Committee. 
“Our goal is to offer up to four sessions each year tailored 

to engineers working in the specialized field of intelligent 
transportation,” said Alexander.  He notes that while continuing 
education is also available from private providers, the ITSVA 
CEU offerings offer an affordable and convenient way for all 
members – not just engineers – to boost their knowledge. 

Alexander invites those members interested in serving 
as CEU presenters to contact him at Robert.alexander@vdot.
virginia.gov with suggested topics. 

“Those conducting the sessions receive twice the number 
CEU credits as attendees, to reflect their time spent preparing 
for the session, plus serving as a trainer is a great way to 
increase exposure for your company.” n

INRIX Peak Period Travel Time Tax
Large Urban Areas, 2010
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The report Traffic Congestion and Reliability: 
Trends and Advanced Strategies for Congestion 
Mitigation provides a snapshot of congestion in 
the United States by summarizing recent trends 
in congestion, highlighting the role of travel 
time reliability in the effects of congestion, and 
describing efforts to reduce the growth of conges-
tion. This is the second in an annual series devel-
oped by the Federal Highway Administration's 
(FHWA) Office of Operations.

Much of the report is devoted to communi-
cating recent trends in congestion. (See the figure 
at right for an overview of congestion trends.) One of 
the key principles that the FHWA has promoted 
is that the measures used to track congestion 
should be based on the travel time experienced 
by users of the highway system. While the trans-
portation profession has used many other types 
of measures to track congestion (such as "level 
of service"), travel time is a more direct measure 
of how congestion affects users. Travel time is understood by a 
wide variety of audiences—both technical and non-technical—

as a way to describe the performance of the highway system. 
All of the congestion measures used in the report are based on 
this concept. n

traffic|tracking

FHWA Report Summarizes the Sources of Congestion

The Sources of Congestion
National Summary
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updates|from other states

Could Ads Be Coming To A Road Sign Near You?
Electronic signs on highways are typically reserved for such 

things as Amber Alerts and traffic updates, but could they also be 
a money-maker for state governments? 

Some groups think advertising should be allowed on variable 
message signs currently used for Amber Alerts and traffic condi-
tion updates. 

"We believe this is a viable revenue investment for the state to 
pursue," said Harvey Bennett of Florida Taxwatch.

In April 2010, California, working with Florida and Pennsyl-
vania, requested a waiver from the federal Government to outfit 
50 of the signs with advertisements. It would be a test run only, 
but it's an idea that groups like Florida Taxwatch said could even-
tually bring in $75 million per year. The Federal Highway Ad-
ministration still hasn't signed off on the idea and drivers WFTV 
spoke with are split on it. Groups like AAA and Scenic Florida, 
however, say drivers need to keep their eyes on the road.

"Electronic billboards are flashing color, they're distracting, 
and we don't need drivers any more distracted than they already 
are," said Alicia Weaver of AAA.

Florida has also pursued placing ads on its 511 roadside 
information signs. Georgia currently does this to help cover the 
half-million dollars a year it costs to run the traffic information 
program.

Georgia Launches Improved 511 System 
On April 14, 2011, the Georgia Department of Transportation 

unveiled the next generation of 511 traveler information systems: 
Georgia NaviGAtor 511, which was developed by Meridian Envi-
ronmental Technology, Inc., an Iteris company.  

The system’s new platform creates a foundation for planned 
future  enhancements, such as statewide congestion reporting and 
511 services in Spanish, and is part of a federal effort to establish 

traveler information services nationwide. New features include 
511 App, the official traveler information mobile phone applica-
tion that provides real-time, location-based traveler information 
on Georgia’s highways, along with digital coupons and promo-
tions as well as other special offers of interest to travelers. The 
new system’s sponsor, PepsiCo and its blockbuster-selling brand, 
Mountain Dew, enable the system to be operated at no cost to 
Georgia taxpayers. 

 “By engaging sponsorship opportunities, we can continue 
to provide vital services to travelers in a time of unprecedented 
funding challenges,” said Georgia DOT Commissioner Vance 
C. Smith, Jr.  “Our ongoing mission is to keep travelers safe and 
informed and to provide for their mobility throughout the state.” 

FHWA Awards Booz Allen a 5-Year ITS Contract 
Booz Allen Hamilton of Mclean, Virginia was recently award-

ed a 5-year, $114 million contract with the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration to enhance intelligent transportation systems. Their 
work will support FHWA’s Research and Innovation Technology 
Joint Program Office, which is charged with building a national, 
multi-modal surface transportation system featuring a connected 
communications environment.

Booz Allen will supply a broad range of technical support 
services to the ITS Joint Program Office to include project plan-
ning, modeling, and simulation activities. Other services include 
technical project management; systems engineering and integra-
tion; business model development; technology recommendations; 
scope of work development; procurement, deployment, and 
integration support; and program evaluation. The company’s 
past work for FHWA includes vehicle-to-vehicle and vehicle-to-
infrastructure communications and the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration's NextGen, as well as high-speed rail and positive train 
control. n

SPEND WISE ... Advertise in ITSVA!
The ITS Virginia Journal is the official publication of ITS Virginia and is distributed 
on a quarterly basis to the entire membership, other industry individuals, state 
lawmakers, and key state agency officials. Total circulation is approximately 400. 
Visit www.ITSVA.org for details.
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The Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) took action at 

its meeting in Richmond December 17 to address transportation rev-

enue estimates that continue to slide downward. The latest shortfall 

for fiscal years 2010-2015 now totals $893.5 million, including more 

than $42 million in additional reductions announced in December. 

The latest revenue estimates require the Virginia Department of 

Transportation (VDOT) and the Department of Rail and Public Trans-

portation (DRPT) to reduce administrative, operational, maintenance 

and construction programs to balance their budgets.

Overall, since spring 2008, available transportation revenue has 

been reduced by $4.61 billion.

During the meeting, the CTB approved a budget adopting 

VDOT’s plans to cut $88.7 million in programs and services before 

Fiscal Year 2010 ends July 1. Fiscal Year 2010 cuts will include:

• Reductions in administrative costs

• Reduced equipment purchases

• Reduced capital outlay for facility improvements

• Reduced payroll for employees already laid off as part of 

staffing reductions

• Reduced maintenance including cutting payments to localities 

that maintain their own roads

• Reduced paving operations

To address the overall $893.5 million reductions over the next 

six years, the CTB adopted cuts to programs including:

• Ground transportation planning and research           
 

• Highway system acquisition and construction           

• Highway system maintenance            
            

            
            

         

• Commonwealth toll facilities           
           

  

• Financial assistance to localities           
           

        

• Non-toll supported debt service           
           

        

• Administrative and support services           
           

   

• VDOT capital outlay               
               

               
               

               
               

   

• Public transportation

• Rail         
           

           
           

           
           

      

• Aviation           
           

           
           

           
         

• Ports      

            
           

           
           

           
           

       

“Since we proposed reductions in November, transportation 

revenues have slipped even further, forcing us to make more difficult 

decisions to cut administrative programs and to reduce additional 

maintenance spending,” said VDOT Commissioner David S. Ekern. 

“We will ensure that our emergency response programs such as snow 

and ice removal are shielded from these cuts, but we are going to 

have to scale back other maintenance and operations activities to 

live within the funding available to us.”

Six-Year Improvement Program Changes

The CTB adopted the Revised Six-Year Improvement Program 

(SYIP) for Fiscal Years (FY) 2010-2015. The program includes signifi-

cant changes to the slate of proposed construction and maintenance 

projects to address available funding sources and commonwealth 

priorities. The $7.6 billion revised program reflects policy and rev-

enue changes prompting significant alterations to the mix of projects 

included in the program and delayed project schedules.

The revised program focuses on:

• Replacing and improving bridges

CTB Approves Measures to Address Revenue Reductions

• Eliminating formula distribution of certain federal highway 

funds
• Maximizing the use of available federal funding for ongoing 

projects

• Completing projects already under way and those that will 

begin in FY 2010

• Covering increased estimates and rising project costs on 

projects under way

“This program reflects the harsh realities facing us—that we are 

able to prioritize and advance only a small fraction of the needed 

transportation improvements in the commonwealth,” said Pierce 

R. Homer, secretary of transportation. “The easy decisions are long 

behind us. We are now faced with ever-more challenging choices 

about what needs we simply will not be able to meet due to our 

shrinking resources.”

Homer cited an example of advancing the construction of the 

Interstate 564 Inter-modal Connector Project to the revised SYIP by 

pooling funding from several Hampton Roads-area projects that 

could not be advanced in the plan to ensure one major regional 

priority was addressed.

State and federal revenue reductions were spread across all 

modes of transportation including rail and public transportation. 

FY10 transit operating fund reductions were offset for rural and small 

urban transit operators through the use of American Reinvestment 

and Recovery Act (ARRA) funding, while large urban transit oper-

ating funds are reduced by 6.7 percent. Transit capital funding for 

projects sourced through the Mass Transit Trust Fund are reduced 

by 9.1 percent. In rail transportation, a 12.4 percent reduction in 
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See Legislative Reception photos on pages 4-5

VDRPT Initiates Transit Technology Standards Program

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation 

(DRPT) has announced the development of a new Transit Technol-

ogy Standards Program (TTSP). The program’s overarching goal 

is to implement a standards-based framework for future transit 

technology deployments across the state. 

The initial task for this program includes the creation of a Transit 

Technology Standards Working Group (TTSWG) which will include 

transit operators and transit-oriented stakeholders from around 

Virginia. The working group will be tasked with identifying the best 

approach for implementing standards usage, as well as identifying 

best practices, selecting standards, identifying optimal contract 

language, and providing guidance to transit agencies implementing 

technology-based solutions. 

In addition, the initial phase will include identification, develop-

ment and definition of measures of effectiveness in order to provide 

metrics and oversight for the new program. The initial phase includes 

the identification and collection of standards, concept of operations, 

specifications, requirements and scopes of work for existing transit 

technology applications currently in use by transit providers across 

the state. The TTSP is also creating and deploying a new web-based 

database to store collected documentation and to facilitate informa-

tion sharing amongst transit agencies. 

The DRPT is also currently conducting an assessment of existing 

communications technologies currently in use by Virginia transit 

agencies and include an assessment of the impact and possible net-

work modifications necessary as a result of the new “narrowband-

ing” requirements instituted by the FCC. 

The team of PBS&J and Kimley-Horn Associates is supporting 

DRPT in the deployment of the TTSP as well as conducting the com-

munications assessment. *****

The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) received 

approval Feb. 24 from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 

to obligate funding on its final project using American Reinvest-

ment and Recovery Act money to improve Virginia’s transportation 

system. 
Virginia received $694.5 million in highway funding under the 

stimulus legislation, and was required to have its allocation obligated 

by March 2, 2010.

“VDOT staff have worked very closely with localities, met-

ropolitan planning organizations and FHWA to ensure that we 

continued our track record of meeting or exceeding every deadline 

outlined in the stimulus legislation,” said Acting Commissioner Greg 

Whirley. “We are dedicated in this difficult economy to maximiz-

ing every possible dollar of federal funding available to develop 

projects and create jobs that have a lasting impact on the lives of 

every Virginian.”

Every state was given the March 2 deadline to have its total al-

location obligated, meaning the projects have been certified by the 

state and approved for reimbursement from FHWA. 

Because Virginia obligated all of it stimulus funding on time, the 

commonwealth is positioned to accept additional stimulus funding 

VDOT Completes Virginia Highway Stimulus Funding Obligation

not obligated by other states before the deadline.

Virginia’s priorities are to use stimulus funding to address de-

ficient pavements, structurally deficient bridges and much-needed 

highway capacity and rail improvements to improve the economic 

competitiveness of the commonwealth and offer safe, reliable trans-

portation options for all Virginians.

Virginia’s highway projects included 68 projects obligated by 

the Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) and 54 projects 

obligated by the metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs). 

Of the 68 CTB-obligated projects, $413.7 million in work on 45 

projects has already been advertised for bidding, and $287.1 million 

of work for 40 projects has already been awarded to contractors. 

Of the 54 MPO projects, $2.8 million has been advertised for two 

projects, and seven projects with a value of $6.8 million have been 

awarded.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act was signed into 

law by President Obama on Feb.17, 2009.

For more information about the Virginia highway ARRA proj-

ects, visit http://www.virginiadot.org/newsroom/stimulus_info.

asp

*****

mergers&acquisitions

PBS&J Acquired by Atkins Corporation of London
After 50 years as one of the largest and most successful 

engineering companies in the United States, the employee-
owned PBS&J was recently acquired by London-based Atkins 
Corporation, the world’s 11th largest design firm. The company, 
which has four offices and 80 staff in Virginia, will now be 
known at Atkins North America.  

 “The Atkins name is well known and highly respected through 
the United Kingdom and Europe, the Middle East, Asia and the Pacific 
and in key sectors such as energy,” said Robert J. Paulsen, former 

chairman and president of PBS&J, who is now serving as president 
and regional managing director for Atkins North America. 

 Atkins' CEO Keith Clarke added, "This acquisition is part of 
our plan to grow our business through a multi-skill, multi-local 
strategy.  PBSJ has an experienced management team and a 
strong, long-standing reputation for technical excellence and 
quality, and will complement our business superbly, enhancing 
our skills in environmental, transportation, building design and 
program management disciplines.” n
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What is your current position?
I serve as Program Manager of Arlington 

County's public transit infrastructure improvement 
program, which includes additional entrances and 
other access improvements to the Metrorail stations 
in Arlington, major new surface transit facilities, 
transit technology, bus stop enhancements and the 
operations and maintenance facility for Arlington's 
local transit system. 

Where did you grow up? 
All over Virginia, but mostly in Roanoke.

How did you get started in this industry?
Part of my graduate studies included mass transit courses and 

research. I was hooked. My first job after college was as a planning 
and marketing intern for the Metropolitan Transit Authority in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. The next 25+ years flew past as a transit planner/consul-
tant/project manager for the transit/transportation industry before I 
joined local government here in Northern Virginia. 

Who do you consider a mentor and why? 
One of my favorite graduate teachers - Dr. George M. Smerk, 

emeritus professor of transportation. Dr. Smerk introduced me to the 
principles of mass transit operations and management. He was my 

graduate degree advisor and guided my research, 
job hunting, and career development. Dr. Smerk is 
considered the number 1 transit professor and mass 
transit advocate in the U.S.  

Tell us about your family.
I come from a very large, close-knit, fun loving 

family. Most of us are Hokies but we welcome others 
including my Hoosier husband! In addition to good 
roots and relatives, I am blessed with a wonderful, 
supportive husband, three talented children, and one 
adorable grandchild. My spouse, Dave, is a business 
manager and a great cook, daughter Blaire is an urban 

planner and currently the Downtown Coordinator for Astoria, Oregon; 
daughter Lizzie is a medical office manager, part-time student at 
George Mason and mother of my precious 4 month old grandson; and 
my son Carl is a low-maintenance teenager (knock on wood), excellent 
student, and dedicated athlete. Oh, and we have a big pet mutt. 

Do you have a favorite vacation spot?
Anywhere on a sailboat, but especially in the Caribbean.

How do you like to spend your free time? 
Family activities and travels, especially sailing and exploring the 

Chesapeake Bay. n

ITSVA Member Profile: Bee Buergler

Bee Buergler
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the road worrier|glenn havinoviski

Coming Distractions
I still drive a manual transmission, 

so perhaps I have reflexively avoided en-
gaging in texting and cell phone dialing 
while driving as I only have two hands.  
My Bluetooth conked out on me some 
time ago, so right now I am positively a 
Luddite behind the wheel, although I do 
have a navigation system and satellite 
radio.

But as we all know, distracted driv-
ing is an issue that has gotten a tremen-
dous amount of national media attention.

 One of the most interesting presenta-
tions at this year’s ITS Virginia Confer-
ence in May was by Dr. Charlie Klauer 
from the Virginia Tech Transportation 
Institute.  He cited data from 100 vehicles 
in the Washington D.C. area,  which 
addressed in a “naturalistic” way (using non-obtrusive cam-
eras) how activities like dialing, talking and texting on mobile 
phones can lead to driver distraction and accidents, especially 
if they involve keeping the driver’s eyes off the road for a con-
tinuous period of time.

Some of the more extreme proposals coming from the na-
tion’s capital would involve technological tools such as black-
ing out mobile phone transmissions from vehicles (meaning 
even hands-free Bluetooth and voice-activated phone calls 
would not be allowed and passengers couldn’t even use mobile 
phones).  

But Dr. Klauer’s presentation at the ITSVA meeting and the 
videos that were shown tell a much more convincing story than 
all the distracted driving slogans put together.  I do worry that 
“Big Brother” may expand his reach beyond mobile phones and 
try to make automakers and electronics firms complicate things 
like entertainment and navigation systems to the point where it 
becomes impossible to build, operate or maintain these devices.

While we are on the topic of safety, there is much happen-
ing with the Connected Vehicle program (the current moniker 
for what used to be called IntelliDrive and before that Vehicle-
Infrastructure Integation).  Virginia, along with several other 
states, is competing for Federal funding of a testbed project that 
would evaluate technologies to improve crash avoidance, trans-
mit real-time traffic information into the vehicle, and generate 
real-time data for transportation agencies relative to traffic flow 
and road weather information, among other things. Not only 
private vehicles but also transit and commercial vehicles would 
be expected to benefit from these applications.

What doesn’t pop up in Connected Vehicle discussions these 
days are electronic payment activities.  If one recalls the genesis 
of the Dedicated Short Range Communications (DSRC) standard, 
which runs at 5.9 GHz compared with 915 MHz for the EZPass 
systems we know and love, DSRC was going to be a great all-
encompassing standard.  It would not only warn of oncoming 

vehicles and provide in-vehicle traffic advisories, but also allow 
universal payment of tolls, parking fees, purchase of fast food, etc.   

DSRC is now firmly focused on Connected Vehicle safety 
applications while the toll road industry is developing its own 
interoperability mechanisms (including using license-plate read-
ers to access out-of-state toll accounts, which North Carolina will 
be doing).

So, safety and information seem to be a major driver of ITS 
initiatives these days, with road pricing obviously being a very 
close second, especially with the electronic tolling and HOT lanes 
activities already underway in Virginia.  All of these together can 
help the great triad of mobility, safety and the environment, mak-
ing any investment a welcome one.

But let’s go back to Distracted Driving.  We need to be care-
ful that the calls to “put the cellphone down” do not turn into a 
government or a market backlash against all technologies in the 
vehicle, whether related to information or technology.  In-vehicle 
routing and information, warning systems, and communications 
technologies will all involve some attention from the driver.  

At the same time, elements like automated parallel park-
ing (Ford Motor Company’s technology is really slick), adaptive 
cruise control, lane departure warning, and automated braking to 
avoid crashes may become commonplace in the not-too-distant 
future.  

Yet I do not think that cars will learn to drive themselves and 
take the driver out of the equation entirely.  Come to think of it, if 
that ever happened, the driver would be able to talk and text (and 
read and apply make-up and shave and whatever else) to their 
heart’s content! n

Glenn N. Havinoviski is Associate Vice President for 
Transportation Systems with Iteris, Inc. in Sterling.   
He was President of ITSVA from 2006-07 and has been  
a columnist for the ITSVA Journal since 2002.

Some extreme proposals to curb distractive driving involve technological  
tools that black out mobile phone transmissions from vehicles.
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scenes|17th annual conference & exposition

New board member Bee Buergler at the AECOM booth. Gerard Amato shows off Cohu’s new equipment.

DRPT Director Thelma Drake shares recent developments to increase the efficiency 
of freight movement across Virginia, as well as expand mass transit options. Greg Peiper recognizes outgoing ITSVA President Ken Jennings.

ITSVA Executive Director Doug Easter asks a question of House  
Transportation Committee Chair Joe May, the keynote speaker.

Ken Jennings with opening session panelists Tom Kern of ITS  
America, Thelma Drake of DRPT and Rick Holcomb of DMV.


