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The Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) took action 
at its meeting in Richmond on December 17 to address transpor-
tation revenue estimates that continue to slide downward. The 
latest shortfall for fiscal years 2010-2015 now totals $893.5 million, 
including more than $42 million in additional reductions announced 
in December. The latest revenue estimates require the Virginia De-
partment of Transportation (VDOT) and the Department of Rail and 
Public Transportation (DRPT) to reduce administrative, operational, 
maintenance and construction programs to balance their budgets.

Overall, since spring 2008, available transportation revenue has 
been reduced by $4.61 billion.

During the meeting, the CTB approved a budget adopting 
VDOT’s plans to cut $88.7 million in programs and services before 
Fiscal Year 2010 ends July 1. Fiscal Year 2010 cuts will include:

• Reductions in administrative costs
• Reduced equipment purchases
• Reduced capital outlay for facility improvements
• Reduced payroll for employees already laid off as part of 
staffing reductions
• Reduced maintenance including cutting payments to localities 
that maintain their own roads
• Reduced paving operations

To address the overall $893.5 million reductions over the next 
six years, the CTB adopted cuts to programs including:

• Ground transportation planning and research            
• Highway system acquisition and construction           
• Highway system maintenance                                                         
• Commonwealth toll facilities                        
• Financial assistance to localities                              
• Non-toll supported debt service                              
• Administrative and support services                         
• VDOT capital outlay                                                                                             
• Public transportation
• Rail                                                                      
• Aviation                                                                
• Ports      
                                                                          
“Since we proposed reductions in November, transportation 

revenues have slipped even further, forcing us to make more difficult 
decisions to cut administrative programs and to reduce additional 
maintenance spending,” said VDOT Commissioner David S. Ekern. 
“We will ensure that our emergency response programs such as snow 
and ice removal are shielded from these cuts, but we are going to 
have to scale back other maintenance and operations activities to 
live within the funding available to us.”

Six-Year Improvement Program Changes

The CTB adopted the Revised Six-Year Improvement Program 
(SYIP) for Fiscal Years (FY) 2010-2015. The program includes signifi-
cant changes to the slate of proposed construction and maintenance 
projects to address available funding sources and commonwealth 
priorities. The $7.6 billion revised program reflects policy and rev-
enue changes prompting significant alterations to the mix of projects 
included in the program and delayed project schedules.

The revised program focuses on:
• Replacing and improving bridges

CTB Approves Measures to Address Revenue Reductions

• Eliminating formula distribution of certain federal highway 
funds
• Maximizing the use of available federal funding for ongoing 
projects
• Completing projects already under way and those that will 
begin in FY 2010
• Covering increased estimates and rising project costs on 
projects under way

“This program reflects the harsh realities facing us—that we are 
able to prioritize and advance only a small fraction of the needed 
transportation improvements in the commonwealth,” said Pierce 
R. Homer, secretary of transportation. “The easy decisions are long 
behind us. We are now faced with ever-more challenging choices 
about what needs we simply will not be able to meet due to our 
shrinking resources.”

Homer cited an example of advancing the construction of the 
Interstate 564 Inter-modal Connector Project to the revised SYIP by 
pooling funding from several Hampton Roads-area projects that 
could not be advanced in the plan to ensure one major regional 
priority was addressed.

State and federal revenue reductions were spread across all 
modes of transportation including rail and public transportation. 
FY10 transit operating fund reductions were offset for rural and small 
urban transit operators through the use of American Reinvestment 
and Recovery Act (ARRA) funding, while large urban transit oper-
ating funds are reduced by 6.7 percent. Transit capital funding for 
projects sourced through the Mass Transit Trust Fund are reduced 
by 9.1 percent. In rail transportation, a 12.4 percent reduction in 

(continued on next page)
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CTB Revenue Reductions

rail enhancement fund revenues will impact available rail capital 
funds, diminishing potential state funds to support high-speed rail 
initiatives.

“The availability of ARRA funds for transit operations has 
helped ensure that we are able to meet this year’s commitment to 
rural and small urban transit operators,” said DRPT Director Charles 
Badger. “Unfortunately, we still have to reduce transit operating 
funds for large urban operators as well as capital funds for projects 
funded from the Mass Transit Trust Fund, and there is less funding 
available for rail initiatives.”

The program reserves $627 million in federal spending author-
ity not programmed to specific projects because Congress has not 
yet passed a reliable long-term federal funding bill. This additional 
federal funding will be held in reserve until federal funds can be 
relied upon to carry the projects through to completion. If a federal 
transportation bill is passed, the reserve funds could be allocated to 
a small number of high-priority projects.

ARRA Update

The CTB also received a briefing on the progress the common-
wealth is making in investing its ARRA funding. Virginia received 
$694.5 million in transportation stimulus funding. The common-
wealth continues to make progress in investing its available stimulus 
funding while meeting all deadlines and directives contained in the 
legislation. The update outlined that:

• 51 projects have been obligated with a total value of $324.5 
million
• 41 projects have been advertised with a total value of $355.4 
million
• 40 projects have been awarded with a total value of $275.6 
million

For more information, visit the CTB Web site at www.CTB.Vir-
ginia.gov, the VDOT Web site, www.VirginiaDOT.org, or the DRPT 
Web site at www.drpt.virginia.gov.

*****

Be sure to mark your calendars for the 2010 ITSVA Legislative 
Reception being held on Wednesday, February 24, from 6:00 to 8:30 
in Old City Hall, Richmond, VA.

This annual event, which is complimentary to our members, 
is the perfect opportunity to visit with legislators in a more casual 
atmosphere to discuss the importance of technology in transporta-
tion.  State legislators, including members of the House and Senate 
Transportation & Finance committees as well as legislative aides 
and senior officials from VDOT, DMV, and other state agencies will 
also be in attendance.  

ITSVA Board Meeting

The next ITSVA Board meeting will also take place on Wednes-
day, February 24 beginning at noon (lunch will be provided). We will 
meet at the DMV Central Office, Room 131. The DMV is located at 
2300 West Broad Street, Richmond.  

Please confirm that you will be able to attend the Board Meeting 
AND Legislative Reception at your earliest convenience by emailing 
amy.shaw@easterassociates.com or 434-977-3716.  

2010 Reception and Board Meeting
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ITSVA is joining ITS America in urging our Congressional lead-
ers to invest in intelligent transportation systems as they consider 
additional job creation measures because ITS projects will imme-
diately create new private sector and small business jobs, and will 
stimulate job creation across multiple sectors, according to federal 
and international researchers.

Details of the immediate impact of ITS investment on the U.S. 
economy were outlined in a letter sent by Scott Belcher, President 
and CEO of ITSA, to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and other Con-
gressional leaders.

“As you work to craft a jobs package that will quickly create jobs 
and improve economic growth, we urge you to invest in the mod-
ernization of our nation’s aging infrastructure through Intelligent 
Transportation Systems (ITS) and other transportation projects that 
will enhance multimodal system performance and improve safety, 
mobility, efficiency, and the environment,” Belcher stated in his letter 
to the Congressional leaders.

ITS Projects Can Be Deployed Quickly 
For Immediate Job Creation

According to the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), 
an average of 50 percent of ITS project spending goes directly to 
wages and salaries, a far greater return on investment than other 
comparable projects. In addition, ITS technologies can be deployed 
quickly because they require minimal new construction or rights-
of-way. Examples include traffic and freight management systems, 
intelligent intersections with transit signal prioritization and emer-
gency vehicle preemption, smart transit systems, open road tolling 
systems, weigh-in-motion truck inspections, ramp metering, incident 
management programs, and real-time traffic, transit and parking 
information. 

According to a newly-released GAO study on traffic informa-
tion, an investment of $1.2 billion in a real-time transportation 
system information program alone would generate $30.2 billion in 
environmental, mobility, and safety benefits to the public.

 
A Majority of ITS Impact Would Be 
Small Business Job Creation

“The Federal Highway Administration projects that the field 
of ITS could create almost 600,000 new jobs over the next 20 years. 
With a federal commitment to ITS deployment, these figures could 
be significantly higher. In the United Kingdom, an investment of 15 
billion British pounds (approximately $25 billion) in information 
and communications technology (ITS, smart grid and broadband) is 

estimated to create or retain 700,000 jobs, of which 360,000 are small 
business jobs,” Belcher said in his letter.

 
ITS Investments Create “Network Effect” Stimulating
Job Creation Across Multiple Sectors

Belcher added that researchers from the London School of 
Economics and the Information Technology and Innovation Foun-
dation have found that investment in ITS creates a ‘network effect’ 
throughout the economy and directly benefits economic growth by 
stimulating high-tech job creation across multiple sectors, including 
green jobs, high-tech, automotive, information technology, consumer 
electronics, and related industries, while providing a foundation for 
long-term benefits, including government cost savings, economy-
wide productivity, and an improved quality of life.

 
China & Other Industrialized Nations Already 
Focusing on ITS for Economic Growth

“The international commitment to ITS is growing among lead-
ing industrialized nations. China, Japan, Singapore, South Korea, 
Germany, Great Britain, and other nations today view their ITS 
industry as a key industrial base, and one capable of generating 
considerable economic growth,” Belcher said.

“With unemployment rates reaching alarming levels and 
traffic congestion stifling our economic competitiveness, it’s time 
for the U.S. to make a similar commitment to ITS. This will play a 
major role in helping American workers retain existing jobs while 
providing new jobs for the unemployed. It will also provide lasting 
benefits by increasing safety, reducing congestion and emissions, 
improving system performance and creating more livable, sustain-
able communities.”

 
Most Importantly . . . ITS Technologies Will Save Lives

Most important of all, a federal investment in ITS will save lives. 
An estimated 31 percent of the nearly 40,000 fatal traffic accidents 
each year could be prevented or have their impact reduced through 
ITS technologies like lane departure warnings, blind spot detection 
and other collision avoidance systems, according to the Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety. Congress could speed the deployment 
of these life-saving technologies across the passenger and commercial 
vehicle fleets by funding a Smart Cities and Communities pilot pro-
gram that would provide real-world testing of the next generation 
of advanced safety and traffic information systems.

*****

ITSVA and ITS America Urge Congress to Invest in Deployment- 
Ready Transportation Technologies for Quick Job Creation
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The Road Worrier: Holiday Cheer, By Any Means Necessary
By Glenn N. Havinoviski

By now, I’ve exhausted my tirades and 
incredulity at the state of our national, state 
and local transportation systems.  The new 
Federal transportation authorization package 
has barely moved through the Congressional 
committees since summer. So we will likely 
be on the 1-month, 3-month, or if we’re lucky, 
6-month plans for a while at the Federal pro-
gram level. (Unfortunately, funding for new 
projects at the state level is up in the air while 
the continuing resolutions continue.)  Health care and climate change 
have been in first and a distant second on the agenda, but a push 
for more jobs creation is gaining traction as I write this.  So what do 
we make of transportation?

ITS America has done some good by preparing a letter on 
December 2 to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, urging Congress to 
invest in ITS as part of any job creation initiative. The usual benefits 
in saving lives, time and money are augmented by the fact that ITS 
investment relies more on operational staff and salaries than do 
infrastructure-related investment. (Some may beg to differ on the 
value of salaries versus concrete, understandably.)  

In the letter, ITS America President Scott Belcher cited a General 
Accounting Office study indicating a 25-to-1 benefit-cost ratio in 
terms of environmental, mobility and safety benefits for real time 
transportation system information, as well as a UK estimate in which 
$25 billion in investment in “information and communications tech-
nology (ITS, smart grid and broadband) yields 700,000 jobs (360,000 
in small business). 

We can also be pleased that the Kerry-Boxer bill (the latest itera-
tion of the proposed climate change bill) specifically mentions ITS 
projects as being eligible and desirable for deployment. Much work 
was done by ITS America to make that happen, so kudos are due 
there. When that will work its way through Congress is anyone’s 
guess at this point.

As the Stimulus-funded TIGER grants get announced in the 
next few months (unfortunately not a lot of applications involving 
Virginia), hopefully there will be another surge of ITS development 
and implementation nationally, which might benefit Virginia firms. 
The Washington-area application related to bus rapid transit would 
put transit ITS activities such as bus priority and information systems 
along corridors such as Route 7 in Alexandria, Fairfax County and 
Falls Church, as well as Route 1 in Arlington.

We can also be encouraged by the strong interest taken by 
metropolitan planning organizations in the State such as those in 
Richmond Area and Charlottesville in deploying ITS, along with 
the Department of Rail and Public Transportation. ITS Virginia has 
conducted meetings with these three organizations this fall, and the 
interest of both the MPO’s and of ITS Virginia members in moving 
this forward is a clear sign of hope. Hope can only go so far without 
money, but the resolve is there.

VDOT, as we know, has been the long-time champion of ITS 
in the state, but has battled a difficult situation in the last 2 years 
in getting budget for not only capital investments but even opera-
tions and maintenance, thanks to a 1980’s-era fuel tax that is one of 
the lowest in the country, but still considered too high by a good 

many legislators. By the end of the year, another step in the VDOT 
reorganization will have been completed, and as the dust is not yet 
clear, we don’t all know how it will shake out. 

We could on one hand say that VDOT may be leaner, meaner 
and more efficient. 

On the other hand, it’s hard to be creative and innovative on an 
empty stomach. Virginia’s economy deserves a much better com-
mitment to transportation. The new Governor’s proposed sell-off of 
ABC stores to help fund transportation and education will only go 
so far. Whether there is a commitment to doing tolling on key routes, 
to implementing distance-based road pricing, or raising user fees 
(even if it’s only $5 or $10 on annual DMV registrations),  the current 
transportation starvation scheme just doesn’t work for the majority 
of people in the state who have to fight traffic congestion.

More local and transit involvement in ITS program development 
and implementation will benefit everyone, VDOT included. If there 
are other funding sources and opportunities to deploy ITS resulting 
from this, the more the merrier.

Turning to the national scene, the IntelliDrive (SM) program has 
received a kick in the pants from the USDOT, with the new initiative 
moving past developing a single standard for vehicle-roadside and 
vehicle-vehicle communications to potentially embracing a lot of 
different mobile tools for providing mobility information as well as 
collecting data. Of course, the dedicated short-range communications 
standard for safety messaging in the vehicle is a key part of what 
was once called “Vehicle-Infrastructure Integration,” but the effort 
to rethink the program will undoubtedly have an influence on how 
we look at ITS in the future.

There are other signs of hope, and also a challenge. I joked last 
time about the ability to get real-time traffic maps on your mobile 
phone, and that some people might say, well, why do we need to 
spend money on sensors and cameras when certain companies are 
using crowd-sourced information (e.g., GPS data from cars and 
mobile phones, mobile phone signals,  Bluetooth)?  

The answer is that transportation operations is about averting 
congestion and incidents and promoting transportation choices, not 
just about collecting data and providing nice pictures and images.  
Signal optimization, traffic incident management, active traffic 
management strategies, and accident prevention are quite simply 
not going to be done by Google. 

However, because of the role of government in providing such 
services, they do not always get the attention they deserve. It again 
becomes the province of ITS Virginia members and the ITS industry 
in general to educate the public. If we can all do a better job of that in 
the New Year, maybe we can start moving some heretofore unmov-
able objects. Happy Holidays to all, and be safe.

*****

Glenn N. Havinoviski is Associate Vice President for Transpor-
tation Systems with Iteris, Inc. in Sterling.  He was President of 
ITS Virginia from 2006 to 2007 and has been a columnist for the 
ITSVA Journal since 2002.
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ITSVA recently participated in meetings with two of Virginia’s 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs). On October 20th, 
members met with the Richmond Regional Planning District Com-
mission (PDC), and on December 3rd members met with the Thomas 
Jefferson PDC in Charlottesville.

Among the issues that were discussed at the meetings were the 
allocation of Federal stimulus funds to the Commonwealth’s MPOs 
and the inclusion of ITS in their plans. Although both organizations 
are in the formative stages with ITS, they were eager to hear the 
type of services that ITSVA members provide and are receptive to 
working with our association in the future.

The purpose of the MPOs is to encourage and facilitate regional 
solutions to problems of area-wide significance. This cooperation rec-
ognizes regional opportunities and the importance of regional influ-
ences in planning and implementing public policies and services. The 
MPOs are responsible for carrying out continuing, cooperative and 
comprehensive transportation planning and programming process. 
The MPOs also coordinate the transportation planning activities of 
the various transportation-related agencies that have both a direct 
and indirect impact on the Long Range Plan and Transportation 

ITSVA  Members Meet with Regional Virginia MPOs
Improvement Program.

The Richmond Regional PDC represents the town of Ashland, 
the counties of Charles City, Chesterfield, Goochland, Hanover, 
Henrico, New Kent, Powhatan, and the City of Richmond.  The 
Thomas Jefferson PDC covers the city of Charlottesville, as well as 
the counties of Greene, Louisa, Fluvanna, Nelson and Albemarle.

Planning District Commissions were established by the Gen-
eral Assembly in 1969. Presently, there are 21 PDCs and Regional 
Commissions in Virginia. They are made up of elected officials and 
citizens appointed by local governments. All 21 PDCs have joined to 
create the Virginia Association of Planning District Commissions.

The Richmond MPO Board recently adopted a resolution to 
support the establishment of a Virginia Association of Metropolitan 
Planning Organizations (VAMPO). The mission of VAMPO will be 
to bring together the Commonwealth’s MPOs to enhance the state 
of urban transportation planning and programming.  

Learn more about the Richmond Regional PDC at www.rich-
mondregional.org and the Thomas Jefferson PDC at www.tjpdc.
org.

*****

The ITSVA/DMV Information Exchange scheduled to take 
place on Tuesday, December 15 has been delayed until January (date 
pending). The information exchange will include an overview of the 
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) Transportation Safety Grants 
Program (VAHSO). Participants will meet at the Richmond DMV 
Central Office (2300 West Broad Street).

VAHSO provides grants for programs designed to reduce the 
number of fatalities, injuries and related economic losses resulting 
from traffic crashes on Virginia’s roadways. Local governments, 
law enforcement agencies, state agencies, academic institutions, and 
private non-profits can apply for National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration pass-through funding for projects related to various 
areas of highway safety. Eligible project areas are included in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia’s Highway Safety Plan.

The January meeting will be the second of 3 separate meetings 
being scheduled and coordinated by ITS Virginia. ITSVA members 
met with the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation 
(DRPT) in October and the series will conclude in February with a 
meeting with VDOT (date TBD). 

During the October 30 meeting, DRPT Transit Chief, Corey 
Hill provided a department update, while DRPT Project Manager 
Michael Harris provided a summary of their five-year Intelligent 
Transportation Systems Strategic Plan. 

The ITS Strategic Plan explores the potentially transformative 
capabilities of wireless technology to make surface transporta-
tion safer, smarter and greener and ultimately enhance livability 

for Americans. The core of the research plan is a program called 
IntelliDrive (SM), a multimodal initiative that aims to enable safe, 
interoperable wireless connectivity between vehicles (autos, buses, 
trucks, and other fleets), infrastructure and passengers’ devices to 
support safety, mobility and environmental enhancements. A key 
part of this research will examine how to effectively deliver warnings 
to vehicle operators – to enhance overall safety and minimize driver 
distraction. In addition to core research, the program also supports 
technology transfer and knowledge and skills development of ITS 
professionals throughout the country.

You can find out more about the DRPT’s Five Year ITS Strategic 
Plan and watch informative presentations by visiting www.its.dot.
gov/strat_plan/.

There is no cost to attend the meetings, but you must RSVP–for 
security reasons, ITSVA must provide DMV with a list of all attend-
ees prior to the meeting. Please RSVP to amy.shaw@easterassociates.
com or call 434-977-3716.

*****

ITSVA/DMV Information Exchange Delayed Until January
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ITSVA Wins Certifi
cate of Excellence

ITSVA President S
tephen D. Little

 accepts Certifi
cate of 

Excellence for Emerging Practices & Deployments.˙…

The Intellig
ent Transportation Society of A

merica has hon-

ored the Intellig
ent Transportation Society of Virginia with one of 

their p
restig

ious 2008 Best o
f IT

S Awards. IT
SVA President Stephen 

Little
 accepted the Certifi

cate of Excellence for Emerging Practices 

and Deployments in
 a special ceremony at IT

S America’s 2
008 An-

nual M
eeting & Expositio

n held in conjunction with the 15th World 

Congress o
n ITS in New York City.

The Certifi
cate of Excellence for Emerging Practices and De-

ployments ta
kes in

to consideration the following:

Encouraging partnersh
ips th

at lead to its 
members e

ngag-

ing in demonstra
ble tra

nsportation solutions fu
eled by ITS 

applications.

Members p
laying a str

ong role in promoting planning, 

deployment, and evaluation of IT
S solutions.

Identify
ing emerging ITS activities as a way of in

creasing 

awareness a
nd understa

nding of th
ese initia

tives, p
romot-

ing greater in
volvement, a

nd contrib
uting to the greater 

knowledge base of IT
S within the chapter and across t

he 

United States.

ITSVA was among three chapters p
resented certifi

cates of 

excellence, in
cluding ITS Califo

rnia for outreach and advocacy 

and ITS Florida for organizational development and professio
nal 

development. T
his w

as th
e first 

year IT
S America has chosen sta

te 

chapters f
or sp

ecific recognitio
n in categories th

at underscore their 

effectiveness a
nd im

pact.

ITSVA was also one of five finalists
 for th

e Outsta
nding State 

Chapter Award, th
e highest r

ecognitio
n given by ITS America to a 

state chapter fo
r th

e development of su
perb programming and foster-

ing the highest q
ualitie

s of leadersh
ip within the membersh

ip.

The Best o
f IT

S Awards is 
the only program in the world that 

•

•

•

honors th
e most in

novative, effective, and influential achievements 

in the Intellig
ent Transportation System industry

. This h
ighly com-

petitiv
e program recognizes th

e organizations w
hose projects h

ave 

demonstra
ted specific and measurable outcomes and exemplified 

innovation by establish
ing a “new dimension” of performance.

More information on the award programs and ITS America’s 

2008 Annual M
eeting & Expositio

n and the 15th World Congress o
n 

ITS is a
vailable at w

ww.itsa
.org.

***

Last m
onth, th

ousands of th
e world’s le

ading tra
nsportation 

leaders, p
olicy makers, a

nd other in
dustry

 professio
nals, g

athered 

in New York City to experience the largest d
isplay of In

tellig
ent 

Transportation Systems ever at th
e 15th World Congress o

n ITS. 

Innovators f
rom the public and private sectors, r

epresenting more 

than 45 diffe
rent countrie

s, h
ad one common goal fo

r th
is y

ear’s 

Congress: t
o show the world that in

tellig
ent tra

nsportation systems 

have the ability
 to save lives, ti

me, money, and improve the environ-

ment to
day.

 The World Congress r
otates every year between the Ameri-

cas, E
urope, and Asia Pacific. Scott B

elcher, President and CEO, IT
S 

America, H
ermann Meyer, C

EO, ERTICO (IT
S Europe), M

onica 15th World Congress o
n IT

S

The ITS Virginia Journal is the official publication of ITS Virginia and is 
distributed on a quarterly basis to the entire membership, other industry 
individuals, state lawmakers, and state agency officials. Call 434-977-3716 
for rates or email derek.breen@easterassociates.com.
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Foreign Investors Eye High-Speed Rail Projects
Reuters reports more than 30 manufacturers and suppliers have 

committed to expanding or establishing operations in the United 
States if they are selected to help build high-speed passenger rail 
lines, the Obama administration said.

Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood also said that joint 
ventures involving foreign firms could be part of the equation for 
introducing high-speed technology to states moving ahead with 
ambitious projects.

“Our goal is to develop a national high-speed rail network,” 
LaHood said in a statement before meeting with more than 100 
business leaders, labor groups and rail experts.

U.S. long-haul passenger rail is limited to Amtrak, a federally 
subsidized railroad corporation created from the remnants of private 
passenger service nearly four decades ago.

High-speed rail in the United States has been mainly a dream of 
enthusiasts due to expense and a lack of political and public will. But 
President Barack Obama is tapping into growing public sentiment 
for greater daily and longer-haul transportation efficiency.

Consumers are seeking options to congested highways and 
flight delays. States are also hungry for large-scale projects that will 

create jobs and boost economic prospects. Experts say developing 
high-speed lines will take years and cost tens of billions of dollars 
at least.

The administration currently is devoting up to $9 billion mainly 
from economic stimulus funds to lay the groundwork for rail projects 
in several states. Completing high-speed lines will require a mix of 
federal, state and private investment, experts have said.

So far, the administration has received dozens of proposals 
for rail grants, and awards are expected early next year. California, 
Nevada, Florida and Illinois all have plans for high-speed systems 
in the works.

Transportation officials say companies with potential commit-
ments on the table include: General Electric Co’s transportation unit; 
Canada’s Bombardier Inc; French consortium Alstom; Germany’s 
Siemens; Lockheed Martin Corp; Korea’s Hyundai Rotem Co, 
Hyundai Motor Group’s heavy industry unit, and Japan’s Nippon 
Sharyo.

Freight rails, which own much of the infrastructure outside of 
the Northeast, could also factor into high-speed development.

*****

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation 
(DRPT) has announced public hearing dates for the Richmond/
Hampton Roads Passenger Rail Project Tier I Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS). Hearings will be held January 26, 27 and 
28, 2010. 

DRPT and FRA are evaluating options to improve passenger 
rail service between Richmond and Hampton Roads. The draft 
document provides an overview and comparison of the alterna-
tives under consideration, with information on the cost, ridership, 
environmental impacts and infrastructure improvements associated 
with each option. 

Public comments will help determine the best alternative to 
advance into the next phase of federal review. The draft document 
is available online at www.rich2hrrail.info and in paper copy at local 
libraries, planning district commissions and the DRPT Richmond 
office. Public comments will be accepted until February 11, 2010.  

Each public hearing will be conducted in an open house format, 
with an overview presentation provided at 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

There are several options for providing public comments:
Sign up at a public hearing to publicly deliver verbal com-
ments. Verbal comments are limited to three minutes per per-
son and groups are requested to provide comments through 
one spokesperson whenever possible. 
Provide verbal comments privately to the court reporter at 
a public hearing.
Provide written public comments at a public hearing.
Provide written comments at any time during the public 
comment period using the online comment form at www.
rich2hrrail.info.  
Mail written comments at any time during the public com-
ment period to: Public Information Office, DRPT, 600 E. Main 
St, Suite 2102, Richmond, VA 23219.

•

•

•
•

•

Public Process Scheduled for Proposed Rail Project
For more information on the Richmond/Hampton Roads 

Passenger Rail Project visit www.rich2hrrail.info. 
*****

Public Hearings Schedule

Tuesday, January 26, 2010
5:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Department of Motor Vehicles
2300 W. Broad Street, 1st Floor
Richmond, VA 23269
GRTC Transit Routes: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 19 and 24

Wednesday, January 27, 2010
5:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.
City Center Conference Facilities, James and War-
wick Rooms
700 Town Center Drive
Newport News, VA 23606
Hampton Roads Transit Routes: 111, 112, and 119

Thursday, January 28, 2010
5:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Half Moone Cruise and Celebration Center
One Waterside Drive
Norfolk, VA  23510
Hampton Roads Transit Routes: 310, 961, and 962 
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ITS America Applauds President’s Call for Modernization 
of U.S. Transportation Infrastructure in Jobs Bill

Intelligent Transportation Society of America (ITS America) 
President and CEO Scott F. Belcher applauded President Obama’s 
call to modernize America’s transportation and communications 
infrastructure as part of a jobs package.

“We applaud your proposal to accelerate job creation and 
economic recovery through the modernization of our nation’s 
transportation and communications infrastructure,” Belcher said 
following the President’s remarks. “As you consider various job 
creation measures, we urge you to invest in Intelligent Transporta-
tion Systems (ITS) and operational improvements that will expand 
green jobs, small businesses and the smart-tech industry while 
also saving lives, time and money by preventing traffic accidents, 
reducing congestion, fuel consumption and CO2 emissions, improv-
ing transportation system performance, and creating more livable, 
sustainable communities.”

Belcher noted that ITS projects can be deployed quickly because 
the technologies require minimal new construction or rights-of-way. 
In addition, an average of 50 percent of ITS spending goes directly to 
wages and salaries according to the U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion (DOT), a significant return on investment when compared to 
other job creation alternatives.

Belcher cited a recent report from the London School of Eco-
nomics and the Information Technology and Innovation Foundation 
which has found that investment in ITS directly benefits economic 
growth by stimulating job creation across multiple sectors and 
provides a foundation for long-term benefits, including govern-
ment cost savings, economy-wide productivity, and an improved 
quality of life.

While the U.S. has historically underfunded ITS deployment, 
according to Belcher, an investment by the United Kingdom of 15 
billion British pounds ($25 billion) in information and communica-
tions technology is estimated to create or retain 700,000 jobs. Belcher 
also noted that nearly two thirds of the ITS jobs are created by small 
businesses.

According to Belcher, state and local agencies that have invested 
in ITS have found that each dollar spent on technologies like syn-
chronized and adaptive traffic signals returns $40 or more to the 
public in time and fuel savings while reducing emissions by up to 
22 percent. When combined with transit priority systems, smart 
signals can reduce fuel use for transit buses by up to 19 percent and 
bus emissions by up to 30 percent.

ITS systems like PrePass, which electronically verifies the safety, 
credentials and weight of trucks, reduced delays last year by over 
4.6 million hours, eliminated nearly 111,000 metric tons of emissions, 
conserved more than 11 million gallons of fuel, and saved U.S. truck-
ers nearly $500 million.

The E-ZPass system reduced U.S. fuel consumption by almost 
30 million gallons and eliminated nearly 265,000 metric tons of 
emissions in 2007 – the greenhouse gas equivalent of nearly 14,000 
U.S. households. In Stockholm, a dynamic pricing system based on 
the flow of vehicles into and out of the city has reduced traffic by 
18 percent, decreased wait times by 25 percent, and cut emissions 
between 14 and 18 percent while increasing public transit usage by 
60,000 riders per day.

Most important of all, according to Belcher, a federal invest-

ment in ITS will save lives. An estimated 31 percent of the nearly 
40,000 fatal traffic accidents each year could be prevented or have 
their impact reduced through lane departure warnings, blind spot 
detection and other collision avoidance technologies according to 
the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety. New data from three of 
the nation’s largest tolling agencies has found that by converting 
traditional toll booths to open road tolling systems, they can reduce 
accidents by more than 60 percent while significantly reducing traffic 
congestion and emissions. 

Belcher encouraged the President to join other industrialized 
nations in making a strong commitment to the deployment of ITS 
technologies, both through jobs legislation as well as the multi-year 
transportation authorization bill.

According to Belcher, “Investment in ITS will play a major role 
in helping American workers retain jobs while providing new jobs 
for the unemployed. It will also save lives, time and money while 
improving our nation’s economic competitiveness and environmen-
tal sustainability.”

*****

5-Year Research Plan Approved 
The Intelligent Transportation Systems Joint Program Office 

(ITS JPO), Research and Innovative Technology Administration, U.S. 
Department of Transportation announced that its Strategic Research 
Plan 2010–2014 has been endorsed by the ITS Management Coun-
cil with full support. The council embraced the plan’s potential to 
substantially improve safety, mobility and present opportunities for 
environmental improvement through connectivity.  

“Now that the plan has full USDOT support, the ITS Joint 
Program Office and modal partners are focused on its execution,” 
said Shelly Row, Director, ITS Joint Program Office, Research & In-
novative Technology Administration (RITA).

The plan explores the potentially transformative capabilities of 
wireless technology to make surface transportation safer, smarter 
and greener and ultimately enhance livability for Americans. The 
core of the research plan is the IntelliDriveSM program, a multi-
modal initiative that aims to enable safe, interoperable wireless 
connectivity between vehicles (autos, buses, trucks, and other fleets), 
infrastructure and passengers’ devices to support safety, mobility 
and environmental enhancements.  

A key part of this research will examine how to effectively de-
liver warnings to vehicle operators – to enhance overall safety and 
minimize driver distraction. In addition to core research, the five-year 
program also supports technology transfer and knowledge and skills 
development of ITS professionals throughout the country.  

“We aim to balance the needs for rapid execution of work that 
is already clearly defined and for which stakeholders have indicated 
a clear interest, with the desire for additional stakeholder input on 
many aspects of the work program,” said Row. “Toward this end, 
we plan to seek additional input from you over the coming months 
to help us refine the scope of these programs.”

More detailed information will be released at the Transportation 
Research Board’s Annual Meeting in January. 

*****
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Meet Virginia’s 20 Newest House of Delegates Members

Robin Abbott (D-
93rd) is a partner at 
Consumer Litiga-
tion Associates. After 
working as a legal 
secretary for the FBI 
and Dept. of Justice, 
she attended college 

and law school while raising her chil-
dren and working full time. Her son 
Nicholas was diagnosed with cerebral 
palsy in 1980, leading her to a success-
ful career as a consumer advocate. Ab-
bott is recognized nationally for her 
defense against predatory mortgage 
lenders and foreclosure abuses.  

Richard Anderson 
(R-51st), who de-
feated incumbent  
Paul Nichols, served 
30 years in the Air 
Force as a senior 
military advisor who 
commanded Titan II 
ICBM combat crews and served at both 
the U.S. Atlantic and Pacific Command 
Headquarters as well as the Pentagon. 
He is active in several military and civic 
organizations and seeks to keep taxes 
low, help small businesses and priori-
tize government spending on educa-
tion, transportation and public safety.

Dickie Bell (R-20th) 
is a special education 
teacher and coach 
at Riverheads High 
School in Staunton. 
He served in the U.S. 
Navy during Vietnam 
and also on Staunton 

City Council. He wants to ensure work-
ers in his area can find good jobs and 
keep more of their money instead of pay-
ing higher taxes. 

James Edmunds (R-
60th) is a 3rd genera-
tion  beef cattle, grain 
and tree farmer who 
has served on the 
Halifax County Board 
of Supervisors for 10 
years. Edmunds has a 

degree in Business Administration and 
says his primary goals are to create new 
jobs in his area while preserving gun and 
hunting rights. He also strongly opposes 
uranium mining in his area.

Scott Garrett, MD 
(R-23rd), defeated 
incumbent Shannon 
Valentine and is a 
longtime Lynchburg-
area surgeon. He was 
elected to City Council 
in 2006, where he has 
been a strong voice for fiscal responsibil-
ity and government accountability.

Thomas “Tag” Grea-
son (R-32nd), who 
defeated incum-
bent David Poisson, 
graduated from West 
Point and earned an 
MBA from George 
Mason. He coaches 
his children’s sport-

ing teams and was recently appointed 
as a commissioner of the county’s Eco-
nomic Development Commission. As 
Executive VP for Current Analysis, 
Inc., Greason was instrumental in turn-
ing around the company,  experiencing 
firsthand the positive effect of reducing 
taxes and government spending.

Betsy B. Carr (D-69th) 
is Outreach Director 
at St. Paul’s in Rich-
mond. She founded 
the Micah Initiative, 
which provided 1000 
volunteer tutors, and 
has held various civic 

and community outreach positions. 

Bill Cleaveland (R-17th) worked for 
Corning Glass, then 
attended law school. 
He served as a pros-
ecutor for the City of 
Roanoke Common-
wealth Attorney’s 
office before going 
into private practice 
focusing on defense, plaintiff’s injury 
and civil litigation. 

Barbara Comstock 
(R- 34th) defeated 
incumbent Margi 
Vanderhye. She has 
served as a senior aide 
to Congressman Wolf, 
and also on the House 
Government Reform 

and Oversight Committee. She is pres-
ently  at Corallo Comstock, a public re-
lations/government affairs firm she co-
founded. 

John Cox (R-55th) is 
a successful entrepre-
neur who created two 
well respected com-
panies in the difficult 
long haul trucking 
industry. He is also 
a Certified Transpor-
tation Broker and  past president of 
the Virginia Trucking Association. He 
wants to see fiscal responsibility and 
budget restraint at all levels of govern-
ment. 

Republicans had big wins in the House, gaining six net seats and boosting their majority to 61, including the two in-
dependents who caucus with the Republicans. They benefited from recruitment of strong candidates to take on incumbent 
Democrats, particularly in Northern Virginia as well as the large margin of victory by governor-elect Bob McDonnell and 
his running mates.    The only incumbent Republican who lost was Delegate Philip Hamilton (R-Newport News), Chair of 
the House Health Welfare and Institutions Committee, who faced ethics charges.  

Democrats also picked up the seat of retiring Delegate Jeff Frederick (R-Prince William County), who was removed 
earlier this year as Chairman of the Virginia Republican Party.   Special elections will be held in the near future to fill the 
Senate seats of Ken Cucchinelli, who was elected Attorney General, and Ken Stolle, who stepped down to run for Sheriff 
of Virginia Beach.

(continued on next page)
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Patrick Hope (D-
47th) is Director of 
Legislative Policy at 
the American College 
of Cardiology. He is 
active in organiza-
tions that include the 
National Alliance on 
Mental Illness and 

ARC of Northern Virginia, and said 
he is committed to providing North-
ern Virginia with a permanent fund-
ing mechanism for transportation im-
provements.

Matthew James (D-
80th) is President 
and CEO of the Pen-
insula Council for 
Workforce Develop-
ment after holding 
several key positions 
in Portsmouth City 
government. Under-
standing the key role of transportation, 
he wants to address his regions needs 
in bridges, mass transit and high speed 
rail. 

Mark Keam (D-35th) 
is an attorney who 
worked as an FCC 
prosecutor, with du-
ties that included  im-
plementing portions 
of the Telecommunica-
tions Act of 1996. He 

then was assistant chief counsel in the 
Office of Advocacy within the Small 
Business Administration implement-
ing the Access to Capitol Electronic 
Network. 

Kaye Kory (D-38th) 
is vice-chair of Fair-
fax County’s Public 
School Board and 
served two years as 
a volunteer work-
ing on housing and 
anti-poverty issues. 
As program advisor to a Community 
Agency on Aging and Executive Di-
rector at the Saunders Moon Senior 
Citizens Center, she established a free 
transportation network for the elderly.

Jim LeMunyon (R-
67th) is a technology 
entrepreneur who 
co-founded Ster-
ling Semiconductor. 
He presently leads 
HexaTech, a compa-
ny developing novel 

sources of ultra-violet light for wa-
ter purification and new components 
for wireless communication systems. 
While serving as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce, he reduced 
the agency’s budget while making the 
agency more effective. 

James W. “Will” Mo-
refield (R-3rd), who 
defeated incumbent 
Dan Bowling, comes 
from a mining fam-
ily. After graduat-
ing from Midwest 
University in Texas, 
he returned home to 
fight for victims of black lung disease. 
Morefield serves on a number of com-
munity boards, including The Tazewell 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 

Chris Stolle. MD 
(R-83) trained as a 
nuclear engineer in 
the U.S. Navy and is 
a medical doctor who 
also earned an MBA 
from the College of 
William and Mary.  

He currently is an administrative role 
at Riverside Regional Medical Center 
and is also a practicing physician.
 
Scott Surovell (D-
44th) is an attorney 
whose practice in-
cludes criminal de-
fense, family law, 
personal injury, small 
business litigation 
and consumer mat-
ters. He is currently a law partner with 
State Senator Chap Peterson. In 2005, he 
was selected for the Fifth District Attor-
ney Discipline Committee. His website 
addresses the need for transportation 
funding on Northern Virginia, add-
ing that Fairfax County’s annual road 
maintenance allocation from the Com-
monwealth dropped from $28 million 
to $240,000 in the past six years.

New VA Delegates

Luke Torian (D-52nd) 
serves as the Pastor of 
First Mount Zion Bap-
tist Church in Dum-
fries and was one of 
only 50 leaders who 
participated in John 
Maxwell’s special 
leadership institute.  

He has served as a mentor for troubled 
teens. Torian helped found Virginians 
Organized for Interfaith Community 
Engagement (VOICE), an organization 
that works to gain access to affordable 
housing, strengthen education for peo-
ple who want to learn English, and to 
provide affordable dental care.

Ron Villanueva (R-
21st), who narrowly 
defeated incumbent 
Bobby Mathieson by 
only a 16 vote margin 
(pending recount), is a 
Virginia Beach native 
who served as legis-
lative aide for Frank Wagner during his 
time in the House of Delegates (Wagner 
is now a state senator). From 1997-2005 
he owned and operated a marine ship 
repair and industrial service firm and 
he currently is co-principal for SEK So-
lutions, a provider of tactical and spe-
cial operations.  v

(continued from previous page)

Belcher Appointed to CEC 
Scott F. Belcher, president and CEO 

of the Intelligent Transportation Society 
of America (ITS America), was appointed 
to the Commission for Environmental 
Cooperation (CEC). Belcher will serve 
on the advisory group for the CEC’s in-
dependent report on sustainable freight 
transportation in North America.

The CEC is an international orga-
nization created by Canada, Mexico 
and the United States under the North 
American Agreement on Environmental 
Cooperation (NAAEC). The CEC was 
established to address regional environ-
mental concerns, help prevent potential 
trade and environmental conflicts, and 
to promote the effective enforcement 
of environmental law. The Agreement 
complements the environmental provi-
sions of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA). For more informa-
tion, visit http://www.cec.org. 
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ITSA at Consumer Electronics Show
 
The Intelligent Transportation Society of America (ITS 

America) has organized a session on vehicle communications 
at the International Consumer Electronics Show (CES), January 
7, 2010 in Las Vegas, NV.

The next generation of wireless data services communi-
cations and the introduction of dedicated short-range com-
munications (DSRC) will introduce new opportunities for 
Vehicle-to-Vehicle, and Vehicle-to-Infrastructure applications. 
“New Opportunities for Communications to the Vehicle” 
will explore how these vehicle-based technologies, as well as 
portable devices provide for enhanced 360° driver situational 
awareness, but require careful development, to avoid potential 
driver distraction.

This session will be moderated by ITS America Vice 
President and CTO Rod MacKenzie. Panelists include Ray 
Resendes, Chief, Intelligent Technologies Research Division, 
U.S. Department of Transportation, National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration, and Mike Schagrin, Project Lead 
– IntelliDrive(SM), U.S. Department of Transportation, Re-
search and Innovative Technology Administration.

For additional program information and to register, visit 
http://www.cesweb.org/default.asp.

*****

According to Governor Kaine, preliminary data indicates there 
were 98 fewer traffic fatalities in Virginia compared to this same 
time period last year, a decline of 13 percent. The 821 traffic fatalities 
recorded for 2008 were the lowest since 1966.

“It’s clear that our coordinated efforts, and the increased use 
of seat belts, are having a positive effect on the number of traffic 
deaths in Virginia,” said the Governor. “While I am gratified to see 
our efforts paying off, we must continue to be vigilant and careful 
to ensure that this trend continues.”

“Although we are pleased with this downward trend, the only 
number of preventable traffic deaths we can accept is zero,” said 
John Saunders, Director of DMV’s Virginia Highway Safety Office 
(VAHSO). “We cannot become lax in our safe driving behaviors with 
the knowledge that two people die and more than 180 are injured 
every day on Virginia’s roads.”

Many factors may have contributed to the recent decline includ-
ing the coordinated effort by state agencies and local and non-profit 
organizations to reduce the Commonwealth’s traffic fatalities. In 
September 2009, Governor Kaine awarded more than $13.5 million 
in federal grants to local, non-profit and state organizations that 
work to reduce the number of traffic deaths and injuries on the 
Commonwealth’s roadways. The VAHSO receives nearly 300 grant 
requests annually and works closely with recipients to measure 
progress towards established objectives. Future funding requests are 

approved based on progress toward these objectives. Traffic safety 
programs that receive grant funds work toward:

• increasing safety belt and child safety seat usage;
• deterring impaired and aggressive driving;
• lowering motorcycle, bicycle and pedestrian injuries and 

fatalities;
• promoting awareness of risks for teen and senior drivers.
The VAHSO partners with the Virginia State Police and local 

law enforcement for the periodic “Click It or Ticket” safety belt en-
forcement mobilization. DMV also assists the State Police by funding 
Operation Air, Land and Speed, an enforcement effort conducted 
periodically on Virginia’s interstates. DMV partners with law en-
forcement agencies and Checkpoint Strikeforce for a coordinated 
enforcement and media effort aimed at reducing drunk driving.

Additionally, a higher-than-ever seatbelt rate may be a factor 
in the recent decline in traffic fatalities. A survey revealed the Vir-
ginia seat belt use rate for May 2009 as 82.27 percent, the highest 
rate ever. 

“A single traffic death can impact hundreds of friends, fam-
ily members and acquaintances,” Saunders said. “One life saved 
on our highways is significant. We will continue to work with the 
Commonwealth’s safety partners to further this positive trend 
throughout 2009 and 2010.”

*****

Traffic Deaths in Virginia Decrease in 2009
Seatbelt Usage Reported at Historic High 

VDOT Installs Mall Traffic Displays 
Holiday shoppers at Tysons Corner Center in the Northern 

Virginia District can know what traffic is like before leaving the mall, 
thanks to screens near the exits that offer real-time travel updates.  

VDOT installed the five 50-inch screens – part of the Virginia 
Megaprojects $21 million transportation management plan – to arm 
travelers with the latest traffic and transit info while construction 
is under way on the Interstate 495 Capital Beltway high occupancy 
toll (HOT) lanes and Dulles Metrorail.

They are strategically placed throughout the shopping center 
and give traffic conditions, video, bus routes and schedules and 
construction-related lane closures.

“Shoppers can make informed decisions before leaving the 
mall,” said VDOT operations engineer J.D. Schneeberger. “If there’s 
a major delay on Route 7 a shopper might decide to stay and get 
dinner rather than sit in traffic. It’s one more tool to help during the 
road and rail construction.” 

*****



Greyhound Lines, Inc., the largest North American provider 
of intercity bus transportation, is in the process of replacing their 
entire nationwide fleet with new buses designed to offer a more 
comfortable riding experience. 

“More than an updated paint job, our new buses offer a truly 
upgraded experience for customers and a new way to sit back and 
experience the open road,” said Dave Leach, president and chief 
executive officer, Greyhound Lines, Inc. “As the industry leader, 
Greyhound sets the bar for what bus travel should aspire to be, con-
tinuously evolving and innovating to offer the very best service.”

The new buses feature a sleek exterior of strong blue and pre-
mium silver colors, highlighting a new Greyhound logo. Inside, 
passengers will be delighted with the vast upgrades and amenities 
available onboard including extra legroom, free Wi-Fi access, power 
outlets and three-point seat belts. 

Greyhound first ordered 33 Prevost X3-45 buses for its BoltBus 
service last year. The X3-45 is a high-end model in the Prevost line, 
similar to those used by entertainers and celebrities. The bus, which 
seats 50 passengers, provides Greyhound with the most environ-
mentally friendly vehicle on the road, along with the comfort of a 
smooth ride.

To take the brand into the next century of service, Greyhound 
worked with its advertising agency of record, San Francisco Bay 
Area-based firm Butler, Shine, Stern and Partners (BSSP), to develop 
the new design. 

Inspiration for the new bus design started with a look back at 
Greyhound’s rich and recognizable design heritage from the early 
and mid-20th century, when the brand’s signature colors and run-
ning dog were first introduced to underscore the adventure, luxury 
and efficiency of leisure bus travel. This “Golden Age of Bus Travel” 
era provided a launch point for not only updating the color palette 
and logo to modern tastes, but also improving the onboard ameni-
ties as well. 

“Our iconic running dog is one of the most-recognized brands 
in the world,” noted Leach. “With these new innovations, we are 
poised to strengthen the Greyhound brand in the minds of current 
customers, as well as introduce the convenience of bus travel to a 
new generation of passengers.” 

The bus re-design is part of an on-going effort by Greyhound to 
improve the travel experience and modernize its service offerings. In 
2005, it began a three-year $60 million initiative to enhance its buses, 

Greyhound Upgrades Buses Featuring Free Wi-Fi
terminals and services from coast-to-coast. Greyhound upgraded 
its 125 facilities with new signage, fresh paint, renovated restroom 
facilities, plasma screen televisions and other improvements. 

Over the next five years, Greyhound will continue to invest in 
the new fleet, with even more terminal upgrades and new driver uni-
forms, which will reflect the company’s new brand identity. For more 
information about the new buses, visit www.greyhound.com.

Greyhound serves more than 2,300 destinations with more than 
10,500 daily departures across the continent, as well as PackageX-
press and charters. 

*****

16th Annual Conference 
& Exhibition

INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SOCIETY OF VIRGINIA

OMNI Charlottesville Hotel   April 28-29, 2010
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 Common Language for Smart Devices 
 
Smart devices, smart grids, smart motors and a myriad of other 

“smart” technological advances will be unable to “talk” to one 
another, resulting in chaotic communications structures – unless 
standards are developed to enable, monitor, and ensure interoper-
able interfaces to the network. 

That is the core focus of the new Smart Device Communica-
tions (SDC) Engineering Committee just created through member 
companies of the Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA), 
a leading global standards developing organization (SDO). TIA is 
the trade association for the information and communications tech-
nology (ICT) industry, representing wireless, mobile, smart phone, 
network solutions, network management, data server, conferencing, 
M2M, fiber, satellite, cable, and other technology manufacturers and 
vendors that serve the needs of the connected planet. 

The new committee, TR-50, is intent on speedily producing a 
ubiquitous protocol for communicating with smart devices used in 
industries such as manufacturing, medical, building automation/
home automation, transportation, entertainment, semiconductor, 
communication, and energy distribution. 

The initiative has triggered extensive support among TIA Board 
members and members as well as other companies. “While other 
protocols may accommodate accessing subsets of the information 
and events, no other organization addresses common requirements 
and interoperability of essential intelligent/smart devices across 
industries,” stressed Charles Kenmore, TIA board member and 
Chairman of its Standards & Technical Committee. 

Accessing information and events within devices has become 
essential in every industry. The SDC Committee will consider many 
possible use cases that include monitoring, as well as remote chang-
ing of state (both read and write functions). Types of information 
and events that any Smart Devices Communications Specification 
needs to accommodate include:  

• Equipment Fault Events 
• Preventive Maintenance Events 
• Energy Metrics 
• Network Metrics 
• Equipment Data (customizable) 
• Remote Diagnostics 
• Configuration Management 
 
In developing a new protocol specification, TIA will work to 

incorporate the best of many specifications that have been created 
over the last 15 years while avoiding mistakes of the past, creating 
a flexible, adaptable technology protocol that will survive well into 
the future. 

“This initiative has already stimulated great interest among 
companies whose business is in smart devices, and we expect a 
widespread level of involvement and support,” said Cheryl Blum, 
TIA’s VP for Standards and Technology.

Companies that have expressed interest in supporting this 
initiative include Alcatel-Lucent, Ericsson, Inc., Intel Corporation, 
ILS Technology, LGE, Motorola, Nokia Siemens Networks, Qual-
comm, Telcordia Technologies, Tyco Electronics, Verari Systems 
and Ygomi. 

To learn more about how to participate in the new initiative, 
please contact Cheryl Blum at cblum@tiaonline.org. 

*****

Website Relief for Holiday Travelers  
 
Recently expanded to include 3,000 additional miles of roads 

covering 24 metropolitan areas along the I-95 Corridor, www.i95trav-
elinfo.net offers travelers speed and congestion information on the 
I-95 corridor, including I-95, the beltways surrounding each major 
city, and all associated routes that together make up the corridor. 
Visitors to the website can manipulate the map to zoom to any of 
the fifteen states and Washington D.C. Traffic congestion informa-
tion is presented using various color codes; green to indicate free 
flow, yellow for moderate congestion, red for heavy congestion, 
maroon for stop-and-go, and black to indicate a closed road within 
the coverage area. 

“In teaming with the U.S. Department of Transportation for their 
SafeTrip-21 Initiative, one of our shared goals was to make it as easy 
to learn about traffic conditions along the I-95 Corridor as it is to find 
the closest gas station,” said George Schoener, Executive Director, 
I-95 Corridor Coalition. “i95travelinfo.net and the expanded road 
coverage we’re announcing today is an important step toward that 
goal at a time when travelers along the corridor can benefit from 
our efforts the most.”

The site now covers 3,000 additional miles at the north and 
south ends of the corridor. Visitors to the www.i95travelinfo.net 
are able to choose from a list of predefined locations to set an origin 
and a destination point. The system then calculates the estimated 
travel time, the regular travel time at that time of day, the distance 
between the two points, and a time stamp showing the time since 
conditions were last updated.  

In addition to the website, congestion information and travel 
times are now available to travelers at two welcome centers in 
Virginia. Road congestion and travel times are now displayed on 
large, flat panel public displays at the Skippers Welcome Center; on 
I-95 northbound, 10 miles south of Emporia, as well as the Freder-
icksburg Welcome Center, located on the southbound side of I-95 
in Fredericksburg. 

The public displays show real-time traffic information and 
estimated travel times to common destinations from the welcome 
centers. Visitors to the Skippers Welcome Center -- the southern-
most facility in Virginia, can see distance and current travel times 
to five common travel destinations northbound from that location. 
A regional map showing color coded congestion gives visitors up 
to the minute information on road congestion for the I-95 corridor, 
allowing travelers to adjust their trip if necessary to avoid traffic 
congestion by taking a faster route. 

Visitors to the Fredericksburg Welcome Center, the northern-
most facility in Virginia, can now see distance and travel times to 
six locations south of the Welcome Center, as well as color coded 
congestion. The Fredericksburg screen provides 511 content as well; 
giving travelers information on incidents, congestion and other 
events affecting traffic southbound of the Welcome Center.

For both the Long Distance Trip Planning website and the pub-
lic displays, the content has been designed to be utilized without 
the use of mobile devices. The website is designed for standard 
PC browsers, and is not formatted for mobile device usage. The 
non-interactive displays at Virginia Welcome Centers are available 
only inside the facilities, and are designed to help travelers make 
more informed decisions before they get back behind the wheel to 
continue their trips.

*****
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The Massachusetts Institute of Technology and the National 
Research Foundation of Singapore have launched a project to 
develop new models and tools for the planning, design, and op-
eration of future urban transportation. Aimed at making urban 
transportation systems more environmentally sustainable — first 
in Singapore, and ultimately on a global scale — these new models 
will be developed and deployed by nearly 60 researchers from four 
academic institutions. 

The five-year project will be led by Amedeo Odoni, Professor 
of Aeronautics and Astronautics and of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering, and engage some 30 other faculty and researchers 
from the School of Engineering, the Sloan School of Management, 
and the School of Architecture and Planning at MIT. Assisting their 
efforts will be approximately 25 faculty members from the National 
University of Singapore, Nanyang Technological University, and the 
Singapore Management University. This project will be a significant 
increase in the scale of transportation-related research conducted by 
MIT faculty and students.

“Collaboration on this scale is remarkable-and absolutely 
necessary if we are going to address an issue as complex as urban 
transportation and mobility,” says Subra Suresh, Dean of Engineer-
ing and Vannevar Bush Professor of Engineering at MIT. “When 
addressing issues today, especially those affecting the climate, it is 
not sufficient to take complex problems apart and merely investigate 
incremental improvements to their components,” he says. “This 
project will leave the challenges of transportation intact and try to 
address them all simultaneously. This new project will also benefit 
enormously from the Transportation@MIT initiative and Engineer-
ing School-wide faculty searches we launched earlier this year to 

create new opportunities to address major transportation challenges 
of this century.”

At the heart of the Singapore project is SimMobility, a simula-
tion platform with an integrated model of human and commercial 
activities, land use, transportation, environmental impacts, and en-
ergy use. This simulation will be linked with a range of networked 
computing and control technology-enabled mobility innovations. 
The project’s researchers plan to use the data generated by these 
devices, and a range of new analytical tools that harness real-time 
information and management systems, to design and evaluate new 
mobility solutions for urban settings in and beyond Singapore. 

“The central theme of this project is straightforward and ambi-
tious,” says Odoni. “Can we bring together the extraordinary recent 
advances in information technology and transportation science and 
increase the capacity and efficiency of urban transportation systems 
to provide high-quality service to urban travelers? And can we, at 
the same time, ensure a sustainable and livable environment?” 

In addition to being one of the most technologically advanced 
nations in the world, Singapore already has a robust urban transpor-
tation system, as well as one of the world’s most complete suites of 
sustainable mobility policies, regulations, and practices. “Singapore 
is an ideal location to test some of these ideas,” says Professor Cyn-
thia Barnhart, an operations researcher and one of the organizers 
of the project. 

“When we launched the Transportation@MIT initiative last 
spring, we knew we could bring people from different depart-
ments and backgrounds together around ideas,” Barnhart says. 
“Now, we will work together to create mobility innovations that 
improve productivity of our transportation infrastructure, reduce 
the associated environmental and energy impacts, and enhance the 
transportation experiences for the traveling public.” Barnhart, the 
School of Engineering’s Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, is the 
faculty director of Transportation@MIT and a Professor of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering and Engineering Systems. Other key 
faculty participants are Professors Moshe Ben-Akiva (CEE), Emilio 
Frazzoli (Aero/Astro), Patrick Jaillet (CEE), Li-Shiuan Peh (EECS), 
Carlo Ratti (DUSP), and Christopher Zegras (DUSP). 

“Achieving a sustainable urban transportation system is a 
major challenge faced by many cities, including Singapore,” says 
Dr. Francis Yeoh, Chief Executive Officer of the Singapore National 
Research Foundation. “We have invested greatly over the years in 
our infrastructure for land transportation. We are hopeful that the 
results from this collaborative research project with MIT would help 
us improve the productivity of our infrastructure significantly and 
establish Singapore as a pioneer and leader in sustainable urban 
transportation.” 

The Future of Urban Mobility team is the fourth interdisciplin-
ary research group in the Singapore-MIT Alliance for Research and 
Technology Centre, or SMART Centre. The first three groups are in 
biosystems and micromechanics, environmental sensing and model-
ing, and infectious diseases. SMART is MIT’s largest international 
research endeavor and the first research center of its kind located 
outside Cambridge, Mass. Rohan Abeyaratne, the Quentin Berg 
Professor of Mechanics in the Department of Mechanical Engineer-
ing, is the current director of the SMART Center.

*****

Global Collaboration Examines Urban Mobility
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As part of his continuing effort to improve safety on the nation’s 
roads and bridges, U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood has 
released a comprehensive update to the Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices (MUTCD). The manual, which has been adminis-
tered by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) since 1971, 
sets the standards for road safety throughout the country. 

“Safety is this Department’s top priority,” said Secretary La-
Hood. “These new and updated standards will help make our 
nation’s roads and bridges safer for drivers, construction workers 
and pedestrians alike.”

The MUTCD is the national standard for all traffic control 
devices, including traffic signs, pavement markings, signals and 
any other devices used to regulate, warn or guide traffic. Ensuring 
uniformity of traffic control devices across the nation – from their 
messages and placement to their sizes, shapes and colors – helps to 
reduce crashes and traffic congestion. This is the first comprehensive 
update to the manual since 2003.

The MUTCD’s 2009 edition features many new and updated 
requirements, ranging from changes in highway signs and bike lanes 
to the color of high-visibility garments worn by road workers. Most 
changes are a result of extensive research; however, seven changes 
stem from recommendations from the National Transportation Safety 
Board. This is the largest number of NTSB recommendations adopted 
by the MUTCD at one time. 

“Adopting the lessons learned in recent years will help make 
roads safer for everyone,” said Federal Highway Administrator 
Victor Mendez. 

By requiring better pavement markings which can increase bike 
lane safety, and extending walk times for pedestrians at crosswalks, 
the updated MUTCD furthers the “complete streets” concept – an 
effort long championed by the FHWA to ensure roads accommodate 
all types of travel, not just automobiles. 

Among the other new provisions in the MUTCD:
Replacing highway signs with brighter, larger and more 
legible ones that are easier to understand at freeway speeds. 
States will begin using the newer signs as existing ones wear 
out. 
Adding different lane markings for lanes that do not continue 
beyond an intersection or interchange to give drivers more 
warning that they need to move out of the lane if they don’t 
intend to turn. 
Expanding the use of flashing yellow arrow signals at some 
intersections to give a clearer indication that drivers can turn 
left after yielding to any opposing traffic.
Changing the formula used to calculate crosswalk times to 
give walkers more time. 
Identifying electronic toll collection lanes with purple signs 
– the first time purple has been sanctioned for use on high-
way signs.
Adding overhead lane-use control signs to reduce confusion 
among drivers in unfamiliar multi-lane roadways. 

For an overview of the new rules and recommendations, visit 
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov. 
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FHWA Updates Uniform Traffic Control Devices Manual

Amtrak Extends Virginia Service Discount 

Traveling by train between Virginia and points north is 
even more affordable this winter as Amtrak has extended its 
fare promotion on the Northeast Regional service–including 
the new Lynchburg route to and from the Northeast Corri-
dor–through March 31, 2010.    

Passengers who book now through March 17 for travel 
through March 31, 2010 may take advantage of a fare promo-
tion which offers up to 25 percent off the lowest published 
coach fare on Northeast Regional service between Lynchburg, 
Washington, D.C., New York, and Boston.

This discount comes at a time when most people are 
seeking more cost effective, simpler travel options during 
the busy holiday travel season, and the new Lynchburg train 
offers a great opportunity to let someone else do the driving. 
The average trip from Lynchburg to Washington, DC is faster 
by train than by car. 

On October 1, 2009, new daily roundtrip Northeast Re-
gional service was launched from Lynchburg to major destina-
tions in the Northeast Corridor, including Philadelphia, New 
York, Boston and more. 

Reservations are required for travel and must be made 
at least 14 days in advance of travel.  Find out more at www.
amtrak.com.

*****
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2010, 6:00 PM – 8:30 PM 
The Old City Hall, 1001 East Broad Street, Richmond

YES! PLEASE INCLUDE MY COMPANY AS AN EXHIBITOR AT ITSVA’S 2010 LEGISLATIVE 
RECEPTION & TRANSPORTATION TECHNOLOGY SHOWCASE.

CONTACT NAME: ___________________________________________________________________ 

COMPANY: _________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: __________________________________________STATE: ________ ZIP: _________________ 

TELEPHONE: ____________________________________FAX: _______________________________ 

E-MAIL: _____________________________________________________ 

SIGNATURE: _________________________________________________ DATE: ________________ 

ATTENDEES: ________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

 

You may register and pay online at www.itsva.org, or mail completed form along 
with a check payable to ITSVA, 600 Peter Jefferson Parkway, Suite 300, 
Charlottesville, VA 22911 
 
Full payment must accompany form. Cancellations will incur a charge of 20% of the Exhibitor 
Fee after January 27, 2010. Substitutions accepted. For cancellation or late registration, please call 
434-977-3716.

2010 ITSVA Legislative Reception &
Transportation Technology Showcase

IT  VAThe Intelligent Transportation Society of Virginia 
Promoting Transportation Technologies that Support  

Safety, Security and Congestion Management

EXHIBITOR/SPONSOR INFORMATION
Set-up Time: 5 p.m. February 24

____Sponsor $375.00 – Includes name/logo on sponsor sign at reception and on the ITSVA homep-

age for February & March 2010 in a “Thank You to our Sponsors” advertisement. 

____Exhibitor $475.00 – 6’ x 30” Tabletop display during the reception, name/logo on sponsor sign 

at reception and on the ITSVA homepage for February & March 2010 and logo on a “Thank you to 

our Exhibitors” advertisement in the March edition of the ITSVA Journal. 

____ (4) ITSVA Journal Ads $250.00 – Half for Half Promotion!  Exhibitors can purchase a 1/2 page 

ad (horizontal or vertical) in all 4 issues of the 2010 ITSVA Journal at 1/2 the cost, only $250 total! 

____Require an AC Power Outlet (Internet access will NOT be available)


