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ITS Virginia joined ITS Maryland as a 
co-sponsor of ITS America’s Business 
Leadership Conference held September 

7-9 at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City.  ITS 
Virginia sponsored the heavily-attended 
opening reception on Wednesday Septem-
ber 7. The following day, speakers from the 
private and public sector discussed current 
and future ITS funding options and emerging 
business opportunities. 
    Connie Sorrell, VDOT’s Chief of System 
Operations, joined Randall Iwasaki of Cal-
trans and Jeff Paniati, FHWA’s Associate 
Administrator for Operations, for a morning 
session on ITS Business Opportunities at 
the federal and state levels. Speakers from 

ITSVa co-sponsors ITS America business leadership conference 

ITSVA members Parsons Brinck-
erhoff, Wilbur Smith Associates, 
DMJM+Harris, TransCore and 
URS also participated. 
    Parsons Brinckerhoff also 
sponsored the Thursday lunch, 
which featured U.S. Representa-
tives Mike Rogers (R-MI) and 
Ellen Tauscher (D-CA) co-chairs 
of the House ITS Caucus. Over 
90 people, mainly from the private 
sector, attended the event. u 

Connie Sorrell, VDOT Chief of Systems Opera-
tions, was on a panel about doing business 

with federal and state governments.

Above: Tony Kane of AASHTO 
discusses newly-enacted SAFETEA-LU 
legislation that will provide funding 
for future ITS projects. 

At left: evening
receptions gave 
attendees an 
opportunity to 
meet and net-
work.

Photos courtesy 
of ITS America
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$286 Billion Federal Transportation Bill Signed into Law
ITS Integration Funding Continues While Other ITS is Mainstreamed

J
ust in time for back-to-school, Virginia’s 

511 traffic and travel information phone 

system has expanded to include 55 

new routes to the phone and website, 

www.511Virginia.org. 

     “The expanded 511 service will help drivers 

across Virginia make better travel decisions,” 

said Gregory A. Whirley, acting commissioner 

of the Virginia Department of Transportation 

(VDOT). “By providing information on road and 

travel conditions, 511 helps travelers reach 

their destinations safer and more quickly not 

only in Virginia, but in several states across 

the country.” 

     Travelers have access to road condition 

information on the additional routes just added 

to the system as well as on all interstates in 

Virginia.   Across the United States, 511 is 

available in 23 states and more states are set 

to deploy in the coming months. 

        Some of the major routes added to the 511 

system in Virginia include the Fairfax County 

Parkway, the Prince William Parkway and the 

Dulles Toll Road in the Northern Virginia region 

and the Powhite Parkway and the Pocahontas 

Parkway in the Richmond region. Other major 

roads added statewide include routes 1, 5, 17, 

29, 58, 201 and 288. 

     Road condition and traffic information on 

the new routes is supplied by VDOT and local 

law enforcement. VDOT and the Virginia State 

Police will continue to provide information 

updates on the interstate system and some 

primary roads.

     The Virginia 511 system launched statewide 

last February.  An earlier version of 511 oper-

ated along the I-81 corridor from February 2002 

until the statewide system launch this year. In 

July 2005, Virginia’s 511 system logged its one-    

millionth call since the 2002 I-81 launch.

      Nationally, the 511 number has logged 

nearly 38 million calls since its inception in 

July 2000. As of August 2005, more than 81 

million Americans have 511 service available 

to them locally. For more information about 

511 nationwide, go to www.deploy511.org to 

see maps and updates on the progress of 511. 

The Federal Communications Commission 

designated 511 as the United States’ national 

travel information number five years ago.

       Virginia’s 511 system updates callers and 

website visitors with information about road 

construction, traffic and weather conditions, 

traffic incidents, transit information, lodging, 

food, gas and more. The service is available 

24 hours a day by dialing 5-1-1 or by visiting 

www.511Virginia.org. Outside Virginia, 511 

Virginia can be accessed by calling 1-800-

578-4111. Hearing impaired/TDD users can 

call 711 and ask to be connected. u

55 Major Routes Added to Virginia’s Emergency 
Transport and Travel Alert System

T
wo years and eight temporary funding 

extensions after debate began on  fed-

eral transportation funding reauthoriza-

tion, the U.S. House and Senate finally passed 

the final reauthorization bill (named SAFETEA-

LU) on July 30, which was then signed over a 

week later by President Bush. 

     The $286.5 billion in funding over six years 

(retroactive to 2004) includes an estimated 

$939 million in annual funding allocated for 

Virginia, a 31.9% increase over the previous 

six-year program, TEA-21. This funding would 

occur under various pots of money (National 

Highway System, Surface Transportation Pro-

gram, Congestion Mitigation/ Air Quality, etc.).  

     The program also contains the following ele-

ments related to continued funding and support 

for Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS):

      Congestion Relief (Sec. 1202-1203) – 

Establishes a real-time system management 

information program in provide the capability 

to monitor real-time traffic and travel conditions 

on major highways. The purpose is to identify 

longer range real-time needs and develop plans 

for meeting needs and provide the capability to 

share information to the traveling public.

     Tolling (Sec. 1604) – The Value Pricing 

Program was reauthorized at approximately 

$11 million annually.  A new Express Lanes 

Demonstration Program was identified, which 

would create 15 demonstration projects involv-

ing use of high-speed open road tolling lanes 

on existing non-toll HOV Lane facilities, as well 

as existing toll roads, plus non-toll roads modi-

fied or expanded to provide new tolled lane 

capacity.  Excess toll revenue may be used 

for highway and transit projects.  

   An Interstate Tolling Pilot Program will be 

initiated, allowing three facilities on the Inter-

state system to impose tolls for the purposes 

of constructing Interstate highways. Interstate 

maintenance funds may not be used.

     CMAQ Eligibility (Sec. 1808) - Expands 

eligibility of congestion mitigation and air 

quality funds for advanced truck stop elec-

trification systems, transportation systems 

management and operations that reduce 

congestion and improve air quality, and the 

purchase of diesel retrofits in most cases.

Continued on page 4
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    Summer Thud
By Glenn N. Havinoviski

Editor’s Ramblings

T
he Summer of 2005 has ended on 
perhaps the lowest note anyone can 
remember. At the time I write this, no 

one knows for sure how many have died in 
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina’s destruc-
tion of the Gulf Coast. The shocking scenes 
of thousands suffering, starving, rioting and 
looting in New Orleans, many of whom did not 
have the means to get out of town, point to the 
obvious social inequities even in our system 
of emergency evacuations.  As expected in 
today’s world, everyone was expected to have 
their own car, and those that didn’t got to wait 
things out in the attics of their flooded homes 
(if they were lucky) or in a crowded, confused 
Superdome.  On one hand, the mass bus 
evacuation of many of these people after the 
storm to another domed stadium in Houston 
was truly a great humanitarian effort on the part 
of the State of Texas and the Houstonians. On 
the other hand, mass bus evacuations of those 
without other transportation could and should 
have been done before the storm.  It’s not like 
there wasn’t advance warning. 
     In Virginia, we can only be grateful that our 
very own hurricane target, the Hampton Roads 
area, has historically been spared the kind of 
Category IV/ V storm that devastated the Louisi-
ana, Mississippi and Alabama coast.  But there 
will be endless “lessons learned” from the inci-
dent that we would do well to heed, especially 
in addressing evacuation policies – not merely 
telling people to evacuate, but helping them 
evacuate.  Protection of our infrastructure, of 
hazardous materials facilities, and of our people 
is paramount whether the catastrophe is truly 
an act of God or of 19 jihadists.  
     None of this destruction (which also shut 
down 10% of our oil refinery capacity) helps the 
upward geopolitical spiral of oil prices either. 
The other big story of the summer was the Euro-
peanization of U.S. petroleum retailing, with our 
gasoline prices climbing over $2 and then $3 a 
gallon (to be fair, the Europeans’ prices climbed 
to over $6 a gallon, so they still have one on us). 
However, this has not yet been followed by a 
Europeanization of U.S. transportation. 
     We still mostly drive our big SUV’s to work 
instead of riding the bus or train, where they 
exist, nor are we clamoring for those little Smart 
cars, half-size French minivans or diesel-pow-
ered BMW’s. The hybrids are there of course, 

they are indeed more fuel efficient but are not 
necessarily cost-efficient to build and market. 
Their very success depends on those vehicles 
being subsidized by either government or by 
the profits made from producing other, more 
wasteful vehicles.
     To help address these issues, the Federal 
government is implementing fuel economy rules 
which may encourage auto companies to build 

even bigger SUV’s, and the President has 
signed into law an energy bill which actually 
gives oil companies more tax breaks and re-
duces our dependence on that evil solar energy. 
One wonders whether any repairs made to our 
refineries and off-shore platforms will require 
yet more Federal handouts. I would think oil 
companies can afford pretty good insurance.
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Ramblings
continued from page 2
     Then there was another event, the one I was 
originally going to write about this month before 
Katrina came and ruined everything.  And that 
was the 2-year late, $286 billion transportation 
reauthorization bill, known by the Federal ac-
ronym to end all Federal acronyms, SAFETEA-
LU.  Over time, it may be less remembered for 
the programs and funding categories that were 
identified (including many beneficial to ITS, 
traffic management and operations, and road 
pricing) than for its $24 billion barbecue festival 
of assorted pet projects.  Like some $250 million 
plus to build a bridge connecting two icebergs 
in Alaska, and a bunch of other ill-defined yet 
cleverly titled projects.  
   On top of it, to actually spend this money, 
state and local agencies have to go through 
endless hoops to meet Federal regulations and 
secure matching funds, the latter being very 
difficult for many cash-strapped agencies. To 
quote Amy Tang McElwain of VDOT’s Northern 
Virginia District, who has suffered through this 
drill many times, “The process is tiring just 
thinking about it.”
    Yet, Congress, when it puts its mind to 
things, will always make the decision it thinks 
will resonate with their constituents and “major 
supporters”, even if the decision’s relationship 
to existing laws is tenuous at best. They reacted 
with lightning speed to Terri Schiavo’s case, try-

ing to overrule the medical profession with great 
vigor. In slightly less rapid fashion (5 days later), 
they signed into law $10 billion to help rescue 
and rebuild the region devastated by Hurricane 
Katrina.  They owe these people one after 
cutting the funding for making improvements 
to New Orleans’ porous flood control system 
despite all the evidence demonstrating it might 
not be ready for the Big Storm.
   It took Congress, on the other hand, over 
two years to get the transportation bill ap-
proved (although it seemingly took only a 
couple weeks to come up with thousands of 
earmarked projects). That bill, if passed when it 
should have been (in 2003), could have already 
implemented some needed improvements to 
our transportation system. Some of them, like 
buses and drivers, could have been used to 
get the many of the New Orleans people out of 
harm’s way faster and more safely. 
   Laissez-faire and “trickle-down” theories may 
work for economics and perhaps even politics. If 
there is any lesson taught by Hurricane Katrina, 
they do not work for emergency management. 
Glenn N. Havinoviski is vice president in 
charge of the Transportation Technology and 
Operations Division of Wilbur Smith Associates 
in Falls Church, Virginia. He is editor of the 
ITSVA Journal and president-elect of ITS 
Virginia. u

                                                                      
 portation plan to be released in September that 
will likely include increased funds dedicated to 
transit and rail and other transportation modes 
as well as the highway system. Transit pro-
grams receive about 15 percent of the current 
Transportation Trust Fund, while rail programs 
do not receive any of these funds. Potts said if 
elected, he would increase funds to about 27 
percent to cover both programs.

Potts also pledged that as governor he would 
quickly call a special session to address trans-
portation, and said he understands that once 
the legislative process is underway there may 
be changes to any plan he proposes.

He supported the 2002 transportation sales 
tax votes in Northern Virginia and Hampton 
Roads but has not conditioned his support for 
future transportation revenue on voter approval. 
“The real referendum takes place on November 
8,” Potts said. u

Race
continued from page 6

Learn About 
Virginia Hurricane 
Evacuation Routes

http://www.virginiadot.org/
comtravel/hurricane-

evac-default.asp
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All three candidates for governor agree 
that funding Virginia’s future transporta-

tion needs is a dominant concern, but they 
differ on how this should best be addressed.

Lt. Governor Tim Kaine, 
the Democratic candidate, 
previously served as 
Richmond mayor and city 
council member. Kaine  
believes he has the most 
experience “dealing with 

transportation problems and solving them” 
since the city manages its own road program, 
and has sole or shared responsibility for a bus 
system, a toll-road authority, an international 
airport and a seaport on the James River. 

Kaine said there is need to restore voters’ 
trust that money dedicated to transporta-
tion will be spent on transportation, with no 
diversions. He was shocked to discover that 
transportation trust fund dollars could be spent 
elsewhere, and said he would work to stop 
that practice. He repeated his pledge to veto 
any additional taxes for transportation unless 
there is a guarantee that the money would be 
spent on transportation.  Since the failed 2002 
referendum, he has been an advocate of a 
constitutional amendment as a way to protect 
the transportation funds. 

Kaine has not advocated any higher taxes 
or fees, and said he would not commit General 
Funds to transportation (he makes an exception 

for surplus funds). He added: “I’m not going to 
yoke every revenue source to a referendum.” 

Committed to a multi-modal approach, he 
spoke of the plans to improve the rail corridors 
through Virginia so that trains leaving ports 
could carry double-stacked containers into 
American’s heartland, reducing truck traffic on 
east-west highway corridors. 

He also would work for improved “harmo-
nization” between land-use planning and 
transportation planning, which he said could 
involve granting localities and regions more 
responsibility. He believes this will improve the 
effectiveness of future transportation invest-
ments and is important consideration in choos-
ing a commissioner for VDOT.    

Republican candidate 
Jerry W. Kilgore says he 
wants to make transpor-
tation funding a regular 
part of the General Fund 
budget.

“Transportation should 
not be treated like a nice-

ty; transportation should be treated like a neces-
sity,” Kilgore said. He believes that a growing 
budget surplus will enable the state to pay for 
some transportation projects out of the General 
Fund. Traditionally, transportation comes out of 
the non-general fund, paid for primarily by the 
gas tax, motor vehicle tax and other special 
funding sources.

Transportation Emerges as Key Issue in Gubernatorial Race
While ruling out a statewide transportation 

tax increase, Kilgore has proposed allowing 
regions to set up authorities that could borrow 
money or raise taxes, subject to local referen-
dums. He said that additional dollars raised by 
the region will stay in the region for use only 
in that region.

Both Kilgore and Kaine, say they’ll make 
transportation a priority without raising taxes. 
Both have proposed using the General Fund. 
Both say they will ensure that the transportation 
trust fund is not raided to pay for non-transpor-
tation projects.

State Senator Russ 
Potts, the Independent 
candidate, said transpor-
tation is “the number one 
issue in Virginia; it isn’t 
even close.”

Potts is currently a 
member of the Senate 

Finance Committee, and stressed his support 
for the failed Senate transportation package in 
the 2004 budget and tax battle.

“I told the governor that, if necessary, I was 
willing to stay in session until September,” he 
said. But unfortunately the Senate backed off 
its transportation proposals in forging a com-
promise with the House of Delegates. 

Potts has been working on a detailed trans

Race Continued on page 7

I
t is truly an honor to be the president of ITSVA for this fiscal year 

2005-2006.  I have been involved in ITS for the past 15 years and in 

ITSVA since its foundation.  My goal for this tenure as the president 

is to help keep the momentum of our organization while expanding 

ITSVA’s membership and implementing the priorities set by the Board 

at its Retreat on July 7-8, 2005 in Richmond.   There is a lot to do and 

we need your help as well.  Let me know if you would like to get more 

involved and the activities in which you would like to be involved.  My 

email  address is cravan@hrpdc.org.  

     I am pleased to report that at its recent retreat, the ITSVA Board 

developed a set of program activities for the year while establishing 

goals and priorities for its three-year plan.  It is important to note that 

this year’s Board retreat emphasized on strategies as how to increase 

membership in general and particularly for local government/small to 

medium size MPOs.  The Board agreed to conduct special meetings 

with various local government staffs and MPO members as well as 

inviting them, particularly those in rural areas of the Commonwealth to 

ITSVA’s scheduled events.   

     First, The Board agreed that the annual conference will be held in 

Northern Virginia during the first two weeks of June 2006. The conference 

chairman is ITSVA’s president-elect Glenn Havinoviski.  Board members 

Mike Harris, K.R. Marshall and Amy Tang McElwain volunteered to assist 

Glenn in developing the conference and exhibition program.  The Board 

also agreed on the location of the 2007 annual conference to take place 

in Richmond, Virginia.

     Another event for the year is the joint ITS/VASITE conference sched-

uled for October 6-7, 2005 in Wintergreen, Virginia.  This joint effort 

with VASITE would provide ITSVA members an opportunity to attend, 

present, and exhibit to a different audience.  

     The next scheduled event for the year is the Legislative Reception 

to take place in Richmond, Virginia during the month of February 2006.  

This is a very important event as ITSVA members have an opportunity to 

educate and communicate with General Assembly members the benefits 

of ITS and technology in managing current congestion.  A special task 

force was formed to further research the idea of an ITS Caucus and 

will bring a proposal for the Board to review at its next meeting in the 

September/October 2006 time frame.

     Besides setting this schedule of program activities, the Board dis-

cussed and agreed to enhance the existing ITSVA’s web site.  Shane 

Fowlkes with Easter Associates presented the Board with various sce-

narios for this upgrade.  Mr. Fowlkes further indicated that the structure 

of the current web site would need to be enhanced and modified in order 

to accommodate new user features.  The Board agreed the current web 

site be modified with the following changes:

 • General Design and Format

 • Online Convention Registration Forms

 • Membership Registration and Renewal Forms

 • ITSVA Job Bank   

By Camelia Ravanbakht, PhD
President’s Message

Board Retreat Sets Program Activities for Coming Year
Furthermore, the Board agreed to continue the print distribution of its 

quarterly newsletters and encouraged members to submit articles to 

the newsletter editor Glenn Havinoviski.  In order to find out members’ 

preferences between hard copy vs. electronic distribution of newsletters, 

a survey from the membership will be conducted this year.

     Finally, the Board agreed on its three-year plan strategy to promote 

and increase ITSVA’s awareness and benefits to different audiences 

from both public and private sectors. Safety, security, and congestion 

management are the focus areas to market the benefits of ITS.  The 

Board also recognized the need to encourage and increase participa-

tion from local governments and MPOs in the annual events. Lastly, the 

Board agreed to outreach to other professional associations.    

ITSVA provides ample opportunities for members through diverse pro-

gram activities. I encourage everyone to provide input to the direction 

of the organization and attend the events and activities held throughout 

the year.  

     I am looking forward to working with each of you this year and 

appreciate your support and hard work in advancing ITS in the Com-

monwealth. u

        (ITSVA elects a new president every year to serve from July 1 

through June 30.) 
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Transportation Bill
continued from page 1

   ITS Research (Section 5301-5310) reau-

thorizes and expands ITS research programs, 

including the National ITS Architecture updates 

and maintenance, as well as pro-

grams such as Vehicle Infrastruc-

ture Integration, Integrated Corridor 

Operations, and other research 

initiatives recently announced by 

FHWA. $115 million annually is pro-

vided for ITS research funding.

    Additionally, Section 1205 re-

quires that a minimum of $2.5 bil-

lion appropriated for the National 

Highways System, Interstate Main-

tenance, Surface Transportation, 

and Congestion Mitigation and Air 

Quality Improvement programs is 

utilized to expand deployment of 

ITS for FY 2005 through 2009.

    Dedicated ITS funding can also 

be provided for integration projects 

(involving connecting of existing 

systems or components into a larger 

system), but dedicated ITS funding is not sup-

posed to be provided for specific deployments 

of individual systems or components.  Funding 

for these types of projects can occur under the 

above categories consistent with the categori-

cal requirements.

     Of bigger notice to the media and general 

public was $24 billion allocated to 5700 projects 

across the country in the form of earmarks. 

Many of these (notably involving major proj-

ects in low-population, low-traffic areas of 

Alaska) were widely panned. A small portion 

of these earmarks (less than 5 percent) were 

allocated to projects or initiatives involving ITS.  

Virginia is proposed to receive $562 million in 

earmarks for 152 projects over the next five 

years, of which a handful 

may include ITS elements. 

These include $100 million 

toward the construction of 

exclusive truck lanes in the 

I-81 corridor, essentially 

representing the Federal 

match to the PPTA initiative 

which VDOT awarded to the 

Star Solutions consortium 

in 2004, which would also 

introduce electronic tolling 

to both truck and regular 

traffic lanes on I-81.

    Another potentially con-

troversial earmark is $22 

million to add a lane to the 

westbound I-66 inside the 

Capital Beltway, traditionally 

operated as an HOV-only 

facility during peak periods and capacity-con-

strained to reduce environmental impacts in 

Arlington and Falls Church. u

 

Virginia’s Ham Hocks
FY 2005-2010 

ITS-related earmarks 

                 • Interstate 81 ITS message signs: $500,000 

• Metropolitan Washington, DC  Regional 
  Transportation Coordination Program:        $1,600,000

• Install Transportation Critical Incident Mobile Data  
  Collection Device in Charlottesville:           $94,720

• Smart Travel and Traffic Management Systems in        
  Salem and Staunton Districts, Virginia:          $400,000

•  Eastern Seaboard Intermodal Applications Center
   in Hampton Roads:                                   $1,200,000

• Construct truck lanes as additional capacity on I-81:    

                            $100,000,000

V
ideo Convergence, the video surveil-

lance products and integration servic-

es division of Cornet Technology, Inc. 

(CTI), is providing encoders and decoders for 

the Missouri Department of Transportation’s 

intelligent transportation system in St. Louis, 

Missouri. CTI’s video products are already 

part of other intelligent transportation systems 

across the country, including KC Scout (www.

kcscout.com) in Kansas City, Missouri.

   St. Louis’s ITS, called Gateway Guide 

(www.gatewayguide.com), is a joint venture 

among four organizations: MoDOT, the Illinois 

Department of Transportation (IDOT), the 

East-West Gateway Coordinating Council and 

Metro, the St. Louis Mass Transit Authority. 

Gateway Guide is designed to assist motor-

ists and emergency response services across 

the state by providing information in real time 

to help prevent and assist in resolving traffic 

incidents.

 CTI’s CDX-350 encoders compress live 

analog video feeds from video cameras 

throughout the Gateway Guide system into 

MPEG-2 digital streams. This compression 

utilizes less bandwidth without compromis-

ing the quality of the image, enabling a more 

efficient transmission of digital streams. Once 

these streams reach the traffic operations 

center, CTI’s CDX-350 decoders convert 

the digital signal back into analog video for 

real-time viewing on various displays and 

computer screens.

    CTI’s CDX-350 encoders and decoders 

support both MPEG-1 and MPEG-2 formats 

and offer less than 250-millisecond end-to-

end latency for near real-time transmission 

of high-quality images. The CDX-350 encod-

ers and decoders also feature a wide range 

of resolution and frames per second (FPS) 

choices, ease of control, and multiple serial 

port functionality and networking options.

     Allowing multiple video and data streams 

to share the same network path, the CDX-350 

encoders and decoders are space efficient 

and eliminate the expense of creating ad-

ditional links for control channels.

     “At Video Convergence, we know the impor-

tance of ITS in a major metropolitan area, such 

as St. Louis, and are very pleased to provide 

our products for the Gateway Guide project. 

We look forward to continuing our relation-

ship with the state of Missouri to help in their 

quest to implement intelligent transportation 

CTI Provides Video Products for St. Louis ITS Initiative systems statewide,” said Sunil Mehta, president 

of the Video Convergence division of Cornet 

Technology, Inc. u        

Founded in 1989, CTI is a manufacturing and 

professional services comapny headquartered 

near Washington, D.C.  For more information, 

visit CTI at www.cornet.com.

   On July 1, 2005, the motor fuels and alterna-

tive fuels tax rate in North Carolina increased 

by a half-cent to 27.1 cents per gallon. The tax 

is comprised of a flat rate of 17.5 cents per gal-

lon and an additional wholesale component of 

9.6 cents, which was based on seven percent 

of the average wholesale price of gasoline 

from October 2004 through March 2005.

     In Virginia, the motor fuels tax remains at 

17.5 cents per gallon while the alternative fuels 

tax (which includes propane used as a motor 

vehicle fuel) is 16 cents per gallon.

     Neither Virginia tax has been increased 

since 1986, when the North Carolina rate 

stood at 15.5 cents per gallon. For a com-

parion of fuels taxes in other states as of 

January 1, 2005, visit www.taxadmin.org/fta/

rate/motor_fl.html. u

North Carolina 
Raises Fuels Tax


