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I  
n February, Gummada Murthy, director of  

VDOT’s Security and Emergency Opera-

tions Division, accepted a position with the 

-

portation Management in Washington, D. C. 

   “Gummada made many contributions to the 

establishment of the Operations and Security 

Division and to the overall System Operations 

program during his stay with us,” said Connie 

Sorrell, VDOT Systems & Operation Chief. 

“We wish him many successes in his new 

position and look forward to working with him 

at FHWA.” 

-

erations on March 5, will lead the Integrated 

Corridor Management (ICM) ITS Major Initia-

tive effort. Murthy has extensive previous work 

experience advancing the O&M agenda at the 

National level, as chair of the Technology Initia-

tives for Operations task force for AASHTO’s 

Subcommittee on Systems Operations and 

Management, and in his role as a member of 

AASHTO’s Special Committee on Transporta-

tion Security.

    “Not only does Gummada’s background pre-

pare him well to succeed in advancing the ICM 

Major Initiative, he will also be a great resource 

-

ment.  “Gummada has hands-on experience in 

virtually every program area falling under the 

HOP umbrella.”

    Murthy is a licensed professional engineer, 

holds an MSCE with a concentration in ITS and 

is receiving a Doctorate in Transportation Engi-

neering from the University of South Florida.

ITS Virginia Membership Expands

I
f the recent growth in membership is any 

indication, Virginia has a burgeoning intel-

ligent transportation industry. ITSVA’s goal 

was to increase by 3 to 6 new members for 

the coming year. Since June 2006, seven new 

companies and two government entities have 

joined the association - a 10 percent increase.

   “We are delighted by the growth in ITSVA 

membership and welcome our new members,” 

said Amy McElwain, Membership Committee 

    Headquartered 

in Alpharetta, 

Georgia, World 

Fiber Technologies is general and electri-

cal contractor that has grown over the past 

10 years to 140 employees licensed in 10 

southeastern states, including Virginia. They 

-

ization systems including variable message 

cables, road sensors, vehicle detection de-

sensors and highway lighting. 

    SpeedInfo is a 

leading innovator 

of real-time traf-

-

creates, enhances and distributes real-time 

-

tion.  Headquartered in San Jose, CA, they 

provide Doppler radar-based solutions to im-

operations and the driving public. 

Delcan Corporation is a 

multi-disciplinary engineer-

solutions in the areas of transportation, water, 

and information technology. They provide ser-

vice through a variety of avenues, including con-

sulting, contracting, design-build projects, and 

private ventures.   Headquartered in Markham, 

and has handled projects in  over 70 countries. 

   Mark IV In-

dustries, Inc. is 

-

tems and components and a leading provider of 

for electronic toll collection and intelligent vehicle 

highway systems. They also produce integrated 

on-board vehicle location, monitoring and infor-

mation systems for railroads and mass transit; 

high resolution video displays for transportation 

and aircraft lighting systems. Mark IV is head-

quartered in Amherst, NY and Airasca, Italy with 

operations in 16 different countries. 

FreeAhead

Inc is an inde-

specializes in ITS research, design and imple-

mentation for cities, states, the U.S. Federal 

Government and international lending agencies.

experience in the research, planning, design and 

implementation of some of the most noteworthy 

ITS projects around the world, including  TravTek 

current role in the formation of the Vehicle Infra-

structure Integration program. 

   HNTB Corporation is a 

transportation infrastruc-

-

neering and planning services to federal, state 

nationwide, HNTB also brings over 30 years 

and ITS services in Virginia. 

  Wavetronix 

LLC of Linden, 

Utah creates 

ITS tools, including advanced radar sensors, 

power and communication solutions and data 

management appliances. Wavetronix is dedicat-

with solutions for enhanced data collection and 

analysis.  

Murthy Leaves VDOT, 

Joins FHWA

Continued on page 2
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President’s Message

Is "Not Enough" Better Than Nothing at All?
By Glenn N. Havinoviski

I
wish we at ITSVA could take some credit thanks to the nice 

it is due.  Some basic legislative common-sense won out, 

statewide transportation program waiting for the Governor.  No 

one has been able to say that for the last couple of decades.

   But I can sympathize with those who voted against the bill.  

It is not what many want (especially the Governor), which is a 

dedicated, substantial funding source for transportation that does 

and commitments to higher education, health and other public 

services.  But we are still stuck with a 1977-era tax which can 

barely fund the roads we already have, let alone support the 

improvements that are needed to put our transportation system 

into the current age.

    The bill proposes hitting up the State’s general fund for $250 

million next year, decreasing every year thereafter.  The money 

would be used as collateral for up to $2.5 billion in bonds. Ad-

ability to levy local user fees (vehicle registration, sin, etc.), if 

own regions. They’re talking about $600 million more if that hap-

pens. But there is a little known provision, as I found out read-

ing the Washington Post, that repeals the authority for regions 

to place on the ballot a 1 per cent income tax increase, which 

could be worth some $700 million a year in Northern Virginia.  

I would suspect the Governor is looking at that rather closely.  

I’m sure there is still some horse-trading that will be going on, 

but at least there are still horses.

    Against $10 million in annual needs (through the Vtrans 2025 

strategic vision) all of this is a drop in the glass, although such 

an investment can at least attract some Federal matching funds 

– which would then at least allow VDOT to use a straw.

W
oody Allen, in his heyday, said “80 percent of success 

is showing up.”  Certainly Forrest Gump appreciated 

makers, and ITSVA members who attended the ITS Virginia 

of networking in action.

     There is nothing like one-on-one communication to inform 

and remind the decision-makers of the technology resources and 

skills that are represented in ITSVA, and can have a major ben-

The City of Suffolk is the largest 

city land mass-wise in Virginia and 

one of the fastest growing popula-

tion-wise.  This past July, the City 

accepted roadway maintenance re-

sponsibilities for all City roads from VDOT.  Subsequently, the traf-

system, once 20 signals in 2 square miles, has expanded to over 

80 signals in 480 square miles, serving an area that is now a key 

Old Dominion University in Norfolk has 

and new graduate program in transportation 

engineering to address the growing need to 

educate transportation professionals and provide quality research 

to address critical transportation challenges.  

   The program’s two newest faculty members are Dr. Asad Khat-

tak and Dr. Michael Fontaine. Some of the ITS research activities 

zone ITS applications, examination of the economic impact of traf-

tools, development of case-based reasoning for high-impact ITS 

technologies, and innovative large truck speed enforcement on 

interstates. 

New Members
continued from page 1

Continued on page 7
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by Mike Haas of Open Roads Consulting and Camelia Ravanbahkt of the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission

T
he cities, state, and metropolitan planning organization in 

     In an effort to increase situational awareness for regional 

-

from local cities, local emergency response agencies, VDOT 

and the Virginia State Police. The fusion of this information cre-

ates a common operational picture 

and selected primary routes.  The 

technology enabling this data fusion 

Incident Management Information 

     In the past, effective incident 

response has been severely ham-

pered due to constraints imposed 

by jurisdictional boundaries and limitations on interagency 

communications. Transportation and emergency management 

professionals provide the best service they can while functioning 

with incomplete and inaccurate information.  The lack of a com-

mon operational picture effectively prevents multiple jurisdictions 

from conducting an optimized coordinated response.

      The good news is that the vision and technology exist to 

ahead of the curve in establishing a shared ITS vision. Each of 

Intelligent Transportation Strategic Plan.  An objective of this stra-

through the fusion of multi-agency cross-jurisdiction information.  

means to accomplish this objective. 

Concept of Transportation Opera-

tions working group, chartered by 

the ITS Committee in 2005, an 

connecting Norfolk with VDOT and 

state police, is now underway and 

towards achieving this vital regional objective.

show weather, travel time information and other pertinent data.  

management and coordination problems created by incomplete 

and inaccurate information. 

911-ATMS Integration Improves Incident Management
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Scenes from the 2007 Legislative Reception

At left, 

VDOT Systems 

Operations Chief 

Connie Sorrell 

with Commissioner 

David Ekern.

Above: Delegate Joe May (R-Leesburg) with ITSVA 

President Glenn Havinoviski of HNTB Corporation.

Below: Carl Tewksbury of Kimley-Horn and 

Danny Jenkins of FHWA with Mike Haas of 

Open Roads Consulting.

Above: Larry Nelson of 

Board member Amy McEl-

wain and Larry Caldwell,

both from VDOT.

Below, from left: Scott

Cowherd of VDOT, Todd

Kell of PSB&J, Ken Ear-

nest of VDOT and Kevin

Barron

At left: Delegate Vivian Watts

-

lative aides.

At right: Jim

Lampe of Control 

Bruce Van Buren 

of Transdyn.



   March 2007 Journal Page 5

continued on page 6

Budget Amendment Would Give 
Virginia ITS a $20 Million Boost

AAneesh P. Chopra, Virginia’s Secretary of Technology, 

whips out his Personal Digital  Assistant and gives an ex-

ample of what intelligent transportation systems (ITS) can do.

    He tunes  into a  website and up pops a Google map of Vienna 

in Northern Virginia. Based on the color coding of the roads, 

afternoon -- it is  Martin Luther King’s birthday and throngs of  

federal government workers are staying at home. On a busier 

day, a harried motorist could use the real-time  information to 

plan his trip and avoid congestion  hot spots.

    “This is what we want to see with intelligent transportation 

systems,” chimes in Homer. “There is a lot of information, but it’s 

not being brought together  in a consumer- oriented way.

     Homer and Chopra are spearheading a fresh budget initiative 

by Governor Timothy M. Kaine to earmark $20 million to pioneer 

Some $10 million would be used to spark fresh ideas for applying 

     The  idea is a hot one with the state’s  burgeoning ITS  sector. 

Based mostly in Northern Virginia but with offshoots elsewhere, 

centers, the Internet and warning signs to help  drivers avoid 

very advanced.”

    The state’s ITS industry has gotten a boost from Virginia’s 

critical mass in high tech, links to the defense industry,  strate-

gic Mid-Atlantic location  and, perhaps  ironically, the atrocious 

-

ning contracts with private companies and DOTs from Illinois 

avoid bottlenecks.

     The  $20 million ITS initiative could well accelerate the growth 

solutions that deliver more congestion mitigation per dollar spent 

than traditional approaches like building more roads.

     With 175,000 people working in high tech in Northern Virginia 

alone, there should be plenty of brains available to boost ITS, 

says Homer, who will oversee the project with Chopra’s assis-

tance should they win the funding. “What we want to do is make 

a Challenge Grant. May the best mousetrap win.”

    The challenge for Chopra and Homer is to get the proposal 

through the current session of the General Assembly.  Helping 

Chopra and Homer work the Assembly are members of the Intel-

ligent Transportation Society  of Virginia (ITSVA), a professional 

    Some say Kaine’s initiative is just a start. “I think $20 million 

doesn’t go far enough. We know what technologies are being 

used, what applications are being planned and what could be 

applications today,” says Glenn  Havinoviski, president of ITSVA. 

Virginia. A plethora of travel time data is available from radio 

devices such as Smart Tags. If such data could be immediately 

• Upgrade existing ITS hardware, such as road signs that alert 

for 20 years.

• Figure out how to stream GPS data to the increasing number 

of cars equipped with Global Positioning devices. 

• Add more video monitors like those in Northern Virginia, Hamp-

by  Peter Galuszka, excerpted from the Bacon’s Rebellion website, January 18, 2007
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ITS Budget
continued from page 5

control centers and trucking companies with real-time views of 

-

nership with VDOT to converge digital video technologies with 

news outlets such as WTOP-radio, the Washington  Post web-

as possible from various Tidewater ports.

-

ered in today’s essential  “just-in-time” mode. As more  mass 

import goods  from Asia, solving the trucking problems could be  

essential to keep Virginia ports competitive and  ensuring the 

Commonwealth’s continued  economic health.

is pushing  is called the PEMs or “Portable Evacuation  Monitor-

precisely where  VDOT or a public safety organization wants. The  

cameras would give VDOT information it needs to  maximize the 

or if terrorists attack the  United States again.

   Proponents of ITS believe  that a public-private approach -- in 

which the state rents hardware rather than  purchases it and a 

private company operates and  manages it -- is key. Such an 

arrangement would make it easier to adjust to improvements in 

technology. Should the proposal win funding, the Secretary of  

a committee from the technology  councils in Northern Virginia 

most  innovative and useful ones, which then would get  funded 

as challenge grants.

     There are a few hitches. The state has to be sensitive about 

that state  agencies might oppose the program since they 

might  want to handle the funds themselves. Plus, in  today’s 

tight budget environment, getting the  legislature to do anything 

that increases  spending, especially on transportation, could be  

problematic.      But if the proposal succeeds, the state’s growing 

ITS sector  would get a boost and ordinary motorists might  slip 

to build ever more roads.

Editor’s Note: Language creating the ITS Challenge Grant 

was removed from the version of the Budget Bill that went to the 

Governor for approval, but if unsuccessful this year, may well be 

part of future budget proposals.



   March 2007 Journal Page 7

D
elcan Corporation and the Maryland Department of Transpor-

tation collaborated to host a showcase event for the Baltimore 

-

wide Operations Center near BWI Airport and was attended by stake-

holders from the Baltimore region, plus representatives from FHWA, 

VDOT, and the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments.

     The MMTIS event served as a platform to review the progress, 

results, and deliverables from the MMTIS and featured demonstrations 

management GIS applications, prototype 511 services, and perfor-

mance measurement.   MMTIS is one component of the Maryland ITS 

the Baltimore portion of the I-95 corridor, integrate the various types 

of multi-modal information collected in the region, and integrate with 

traveler information systems in nearby regions. 

     With the participation of private partners, the Baltimore MMTIS will 

-

cantly improve operation of the region’s transportation network. 

    Multi-modal information will be collected from public and private 

sources, fused, and disseminated to travelers, who will be able to ac-

cess the general information for free. Disseminating technologies will 

include telephone, Internet, kiosks and other emerging technologies. 

     As Delcan and MDOT approach the end of the contract term, both 

parties are examining opportunities for continued applications for the 

MMTIS.  As part of the project charter, MDOT will receive continuing 

Traveler Information 
Showcase Held in Baltimore improving our quality of life.  Among our members are innovators 

in such areas as HOT Lanes, “511” traveler information services, 

management.  Legislators who voted both for and against the trans-

portation legislation a few days later were present at the reception, 

showing the depth of interest in what we are doing.  

I
n the last 6 months, we have added nine new members to 

the ITSVA roster, including my new employer.  Amy Tang 

McElwain and the Membership Committee have been very 

passionate about this.  As a consultant, one thing I’ve seen is 

that you can be closest to your clients and customers by being 

involved in a state ITS chapter.   But even more exciting is getting 

young people interested at an embryonic stage of their careers.  

access to a network of public sector and private sector members 

looking to grow and expand their organizations.

    The Annual Conference committee has done their homework 

-

ways had a great blend of public sector, private sector,  elected 

have the state transportation bill in place, things will be even 

more upbeat. I expect to see all of you there! 

   Glenn Havinoviski is Associate Vice President and ITS 

Group Director for HNTB Corporation in Arlington. 

President’s Column
continued from page 2
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Google Transit in Hampton Roads

1. VII Technology Showcase - featuring dozens of innovative mobility 

solutions on an outdoor “test track” next to the Palm Springs Conven-

tion Center.

2. U.S. DOT Executive Session - updates on the federal ITS program 

and how it supports the National Congestion Initiative.

3. Forum Showcases - Topics include commercial vehicle & freight 

mobility, homeland security, system operations & planning, automotive 

communications, consumer electronics and more!

4. Meet-the-Author Poster Session - interact with authors in a more 

personal setting than the conventional lecture session.

5. Nationally Recognized Speakers - from the keynote address to 

industry leaders, a distinguished group of speakers will provide ideas 

for implementing the technologies and services that are shaping the 

future.

6. Professional Development Hours - each hour of participation 

in an educational session,  workshop or forum evaluation earns one 

professional development hour.

7. Exhibit Hall - over 100 exhibitors will be on hand.

8. Industry Awards - honoring the most innovative organizations, 

solutions and individuals in the industry.

9. Networking Events - -

hibit Hall to a Desert Pool Party held poolside at the Wyndham Hotel

10. Closing Reception - will feature a New York CIty backdrop.     

     For more information and to register online, visit www.itsa.org/

annualmeeting.html.

Hdata testing with Internet search giant Google in their effort 

trip planner, www.google.com/transit.  

    Google Transit is a free service and is currently providing transit 

the tenth system on the service once successful testing with Google 

-

formation to our customers and raise the visibility of transit services 

summer season. Sullivan said it’s not clear whether the service will 

buses and computers, but the experience of other regional transit 

authorities, such as those in Tampa, Florida and Portland, Oregon 

is encouraging.

    “In our opinion, it’s doing great things for public transportation 

here,” said Bibiana McHugh, geographic information technology 

manager for Trimet, Portland’s regional transit service.  She said 

that while the service does not replace Trimet’s regular efforts to 

explain routes to customers, it’s a great help to business  travelers 

who are not familiar with the city’s buses.  

Top 10 Reasons to Attend ITSA’s 

Annual Conference, June 4-6


